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Revealed: FO links to mercenaries 


By Andrew Buncombe 
and Fran Abrams 

SENIOR Foreign Office officials met 
mercenaries planning to help over- 
throw the Sierra Leone regime just 
five weeks before an embargo- 
busting shipment of arms was 
delivered to anti-government forces. 

The Independent has learnt that of- 
ficials from Sandline International 
Ltd - who describe themselves as 
“military consultants” - met officials 
led by Craig Murray, deputy head of 
the FO’s Africa (equatorial) de- 
partment. Sandline was represented 
at the meeting by Lt-Cb! Tim Spicer, 
a Falkland^ veteran and the former 


Army spokesman in Bosnia. Sandline 
has daimed that while it breached the 
UN arms embargo by shipping arms 
to Sierra Leone, the delivery had 
been sanctioned by the Govern- 
ment The arms were used by forces 
trying to reinstate the former Presi- 
dent Ahmad Icjan Kabbah. He was 
finally reinstated in March this year. 

A criminal investigation has been 
launched by officers from the Na- 
tional Intelligence Service - the in- 
vestigative arm of HM Customs and 
Excise - into the shipment and into 
the role played by British officials and 
Ministers. The FO has insisted that 
at no point was ministerial approval 
for Sandline's actions ever given. 


The FO has admitted that Peter 
Pcnfold, the High Commissioner for 
Sierra Leone, did meet Sandline of- 
ficials, but yesterday refused to com- 
ment on whether other officials met 
mercenaries. A spokesman said he 
was unable to comment on the ad- 
vice of government lawyers. Mr 
Murray, who was appointed last 
year, also refused to comment. 
San dlin e also refused to comment. 

The Independent understands that 
officials met Ll-Col Spicer on up to 
three occasions, at least one of which 
took place at FO premises. There was 
also a meeting at Samfline's London 
headquarters in Chelsea. One of the 
meetings is understood to have tak- 


en place on 19 January. Up to 30 tons 
of arms— provided by Sandline— were 
flown to Sierra Leone from Bulgar- 
ia on 21 February. Training was also 
supplied by Sandline to assist up to 
40,000 pro-Kabbah militia and the 
Nigerian army who also supported 
the former President. 

Yesterday the row over the possi- 
ble involvement of the Government 
deepened when Michael Howard, the 
shadow Foreign Secretary demand- 
ed that the Foreign Secretary, Robin 
Cook, make a statement on the mat- 
ter. “There ore many questions that 
need to be answered," he said “When 
did Mr Cook first know of these al- 
legations? When did Mr Cook's of- 


ficials first know of these allega- 
tions. What action did he take?" 

However. Tony Lloyd, a Foreign 
Office minister, yesterday said Mr 
Cook and bis team were kept in the 
dark over Sandline's involvement. He 
told a Commons select committee that 
although a Customs investigation was 
launched in February, ministers did not 
know about h until last weekend. 

He told the committee that in 
March he had asked his officials 
about newspaper claims that Sand- 
line helped to reinstate President 
Kabbah, but had still not been told 
about the Customs inquiry. 

Last March he told the Commons 
that Britain did not support the way 


the “counter coup” had been or- 
ganised. Yesterday David WQlshire, 
the Conservative MP for Spell- 
thome, told him at the committee 
bearing: “1 started out feeling angry. 
I now feel sorry for you. I think you 
have been hung out to dry by offi- 
cials. Time may show us that you 
have been hung out to dry by the 
Foreign Secretary." 

President Kabbah was ousted in 
May 1997 in a bloody coup by John- 
ny Paul Koroma. He spent his exile 
in Conakry, the capital of neigh- 
bouring Guinea where the British 
diplomatic missiau led by Mr Penfbld 
had also transferred. Mr Penfold is 
to be questioned by Customs officers 


this week about his involvement and 
the possibility that be asked Sandline 
to come in. On 12 March Mr Lloyd 
reported to parliament a speech by 
President Kabbah on the day hewas 
returned to power in which he saicb 
“The British Prime Minister and his 
government also deserve our special 
thanks for their support and assis- 
tance in every respect" ’ 

Last night Lord Avebury, the Lib- 
eral Democrat peer who brought 
Sandline's involvement to the at- 
tention of the Foreign Office, said 
Robin Cook should now ask Presi- 
dent Kabbah to impound the 
weapons so their origin could be 
traced through their serial numbers. 


Albright 
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stakes 
for peace 
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Middle East Editor 

CONFRONTED by the total 
collapse of the Middle East 
^ “peace process” in London yes- 
terday, the US Secretary of 
State, Madeleine Albright, last 
ni gh t took the dangerous gam- 
ble of buying precious time by 
upping the stakes. 

She offered the Israeli Prime 
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, 
and the PLO chairman, Yasser 
Arafat, a meeting with President 
Clinton in Washington in five 
days’ time - on condition they 
accept American proposals that 
include a move to final status 
talks and probably severe re- 
' strictiou on the amount of land 
the Palestinians can ever hope 
Tl * . to regain from the Israelis. 

~ The offer- totally deforming 
' the original 1993 OsJoagreament 
which envisages a series of ex- 
.tensive Israeli withdrawals before 
discussions on Jerusalem, set- 
' elements and refugees- is asign 
' * , of Mrs Albright’s desperation. 

Ihdeed.ltis.aagnafMrArafet’s 
f desperation that he appears to 
: ■ have accepted iL Mr Netanyahu 
returned to Israel yesterday “to 
j : consult with his cabinet” — but 
without accepting. 

Th^wassofl»cc»fiusionas 
v • ; to whether Mrs Albright - who 
, ' ■ ; jwas both confused and hesitant 
- . , , jn replies to journalists in Lon- 
' ^don last night - mderstood.the 
" tftn significance of what she had . 
• i announced. A later Downing 
: \ Street briefing suggest ed tha t 
\ the move to what the Secretary 
- -Kof State Med “accelerated 


jjL permanent status negpuauw» 
deluded talks on further Israeli 
V'-i- “withdrawals" (sic), security 

• ; ■; iand “confidence-building mea- 

-■ v: i Cures’*. But that is not what the 
£ (Jbennanent status negotiations 
the Oslo agreement say. 

: .’T f The original document lists 
•Vte topics for decision as 
^Jerusalem, refuge^ settle- 


ments, security arrangements, 
borders, relations and co- 
operation with other neigh- 
bours, and other issues of com- 
mon interest” 

For almost a year, Mr Ne- 
tanyahu himself has been press- 
ing the Palestinians to move 
straight to the final-status talks, 
meanwhile dropping discus- 
sions of further withdrawals. 

Is this really what Mr Arafat 
has accepted? As one Palestinia n 
journalist put it last night “Poor 
Abu Amar [Arafat’s name], he’ll 

never seD this to die Palestinians. “ 

During the day, it was said 
that the Americans - whose 
compromise proposal for the 
next Israeli withdrawal had set- 
tled on a 13 per cent (Israel 
wants only 9 per cent) evacua- 
tion - had produced a new Israeli 
figure of 11 per cent. Palestin- 
ian sources suggested that the 
Americans urged Arafat to ac- 
cept the new statistic with a 
“‘promise’’ to achieve another 2 
per cent withdrawal afterwards. 
The jPLQ turned the offer dewn. 

In reality, Mrs Albright -and 

Tbny Blair - have understood 
that Mr Netanyahu and Mr , 
Arafat agree on only one thing: 
a desire that the other should 
be blamed for the destruction I 
of the Middle East “peace 
process". The invitation to 
Washington is thus intended to 
force both sides to show their 
desne for“peace” by turning up. 

.Mis Albright momentarily 

appeared to support this idea by 

threatening that “if agreement 
is not reached, we will have to 
examine our approach to the 
peace process." Butfearnot,she 
ffien added that “we are not go- 
ing to walk away from a peace 
process because it's important to 

the US, to Israel and to our 
friends in the Middle East” . In 
the Middle East, however, 

events have a haWt of fairing over 





Buying time: JMadeleine Albright fielding questions from reporters at yesterday’s press conference Phot o graph: Jeff Moore 

Protestors plan to run Brum off the road 


Albright* fear, page 10 


By Ian' Burrell 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

MILITANT anti-road protest- 
ers are planning to hijack one 
of the greatest days- in foe 
history of Birmingham. 

As world leaders convene for 
the GSSummitin the dty in ten 
days’ time, it is claimed that 
tfiousands of protesters from tte 
Reclaim the Streets movement 
will be attempting to cripple 
Birmingham's transport infra- 
structure. 

The radical environmental 
group, which is dedicated to 
overthrowing the “cult of the 
motor car”, has pledged to 
blockade roads and obstruct 
traffic with mobile sound sys- 
tems and performance artists. 

A spokesman for Reclaim 


the Streets said the action, tided 
“Gyrate not G8”, would have a 
mischievous edge with clowns 
trying to ambush government 
leaders and their “corporate 
cronies” with custard pies. 

He said: “In Birmingham 
there will be eight men derid- 
ing what is going to happen to 
the rest of the. world. This ac- 
tion will give ordinary people 
the experience of taking some 
power themselves.” 

It is not an idle threat. Pre- 
vious actions by Red aim the 
Streets have created chaos in 
London. Three years ago, pro- 
testers put down carpets and 
food stalls in Upper Street, Is- 
lington, one of Britain’s busiest 
roads. As traffic tailbacks buili 
up, an armoured personnel car- 
rier broadcast music by Jimi 
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Hendrix. Other actions have 
seen Camden High Street, 
north London, blockaded for 
the day, and the M41 motorway 
in west London occupied by 


thousands of protesters on bi- 
cycles. 

Ironicafly for a dty which has 
long celebrated its links with the 
motor industry; Bi rmingham 
has recently redesigned much 
of its dty centre to cater for 
pedestrians. 

But the greening initiative 
did not impress Reclaim the 
Streets. “Pedestrianisation is 
not the answer," said the 
spokesman. “We need to 
tackle the root causes of traffic." 

West Midlands Police and 
Birmingham City Council are 
aware of the planned protest 
and are taking contingency ac- 
tion. A police spokesman said: 
“Any lawful protest we have no 
problem with. But we have 
contingencies should they be- 
come unlawfuL” 


By Jeremy Lauranoa 

Health Editor 

I 

BRITISH sdentists expect to 
beat American colleagues to be 
the first to test a new approach 
to cancer treatment in humans 
which works by cutting the 
blood supply to the tumour. 

Fifty patients will be select- 
ed at Mount Vernon hospital, 
Middlesex, to evaluate the ap- 
proach, which attracted atten- 
tion at the weekend after US 
sdentists revealed its success 
against tumours in mice. Ji fea- 
tured angiostatin and endo- 
statin, which, when given in 
combination, target the blood 
supply to the tumour, cutting off 
nutrients it needs to survive and 
grow. The drugs appear to be 
effective against all solid tu- 
mours including breast, colon, 
and lung, and differ from con- 
ventional chemotherapy, which 
directly attacks the cancer cells. 

The work, the culmination 
of 30 years’ research, was de- 
scribed as remarkable by 
Richard Klausner, head of the 
National Cancer Institute, who 
said he was giving it priority for 
development. This triggered a 
fivefold leap in the share price 
of Entremed, the company hop- 
ing to market the drugs. 

But yesterday it became 
dear the Mount Vernon team, 
based at the Cancer Research 
Campaign's Gray Laborato- 
ries, is doing almost identical 
work and expects to begin hu- 
man clinical trials this year, be- 
fore the Americans. 


The team announced a year 
ago that tests on mice using the 
drug combretasta tin had shown 
it selectively attacked blood 
vessels supplying tumours. 
David Secher, director of drug 
development for the Cancer Re- 
search Campaign, said: “W: 
have spent the Iasi 12 months 
preparing for clinical trials and 
we hope to start them before 
the end of the year ... But it is 
far too early to say whether it 
is going to be effective. To hail 
it as a breakthrough would be 
irresponsible.” 

About 30 patients would be 
given the drug in the first phase 
to test its safety and set the right 
dose. That trial, lasting a year 
to 18 months, would be followed 
by a second-phase trial involv- 
ing a similar number of patients 
over six to 12 months which 
would test its efficacy. “We 
would hope at the end of that 
time to have some indication of 
whether the drug is active,” Dr 
Secher said. 

The US research has been 
led by Judah Folkman, of 
Boston Children’s hospital, who 
has worked on angiogenesis - 
the growth of blood vessels - for 
30 years. Dr Secher said- “He 
has been doing excellent work 
... but no one took much no- 
tice until now. We in Britain 
may end up starting human 
clinical trials earlier but we do 
cot see it as a competition. We 
want to evaluate whether an- 
giogenesis inhibition plays a 
role in the treatment of cancer." 

Hamlsh McRae, page 21 


Todays news 


Vatican mystery Everest push 


The Vatican broke with tradi- 
tion by offering an explanation 
for the murder of the newly ap- 


Stephen Goodwin writes what 
could be his last diaiy from Base 
Camp at Everest before the 


pointed captain commander of posh for the mountain’s 8,848m 
the Papal guard. Page 3 summit of Everest. Page 9 

Picasso sting 

A professional cat burglar, 
whose victims allegedly includ- 
ed Sophia Loren and Elizabeth 
Tkylor, came out of retirement 
to steal a Picasso only to be ar- 
rested in a sting. Page 5 9 
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This Sunday, organise a mortgage quicker £ 800 too soo 

j .i JABBEy NATIONAL* 
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■ He’s taken 
Manhattan: New 
York acclaims 
British artist 
Howard Hodgkin 


■ The boy from 
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Valle, king of 
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Ofsted ‘fails {a improve exam 



* 


Mi 


By Judith Judd 

Education Edrtor 


SCHOOL inspections by the Of- 
fice for Standards in Education 
make little or no contribution to 
improving exam results, ac- 
cording to an analysis of official 
figures released last night. 

The figures, based on an- 
swers to parliamentary ques- 
tions, reveal that in most cases 
schools that have not been in- 


spected make better progress in 
improving GCSE examination 
results than those that have. 

Don Foster, the Liberal De- 
mocrat's education spokesman 
who published the analysis , ac- 
cused Ofsted of failing to cany 
out its job of school improve- 
ment. Critics of the standards 
watchdog argue that its ap- 
proach is too threatening and 
punitive to be effective in im- 
proving schools. 


. Bat Chris Woodhead, the 
Chief Inspector of Schools and 
head of Ofsted. strongly de- 
fended its five-year record and 
. said that the difference in the 
■ rate of improvement between 
the inspected and. uninspected 
schools was insignificant. 

The analysis looked at the 
average GCSE score - where an 
A grade is worth 10 points -for 
ah secondary schools during the 
first four years of secondary 


school inspections which began 
in September 1993. It com- 
pared the progress of schools 
that bad been inspected with 
those that had not. 

The average GCSE point 
score of pupils in about 800 
schools first inspected in 
1993-4 went up by 2.1 points in 
the subsequent two years. Over 
three years it went up by 2.6. 

But the pupils in the 900 
schools not inspected during 


those three years showed a big- 
ger improvement — up 23 
points in 1995 and 2J& in 19%. 

Mr Foster, who analysed the 
Department for Education data 
with Charles Bell of the educa- 
tion pressure group Article 26, 
said: “OfstecTs mision statement 
is ‘improvement through in- 
spection’. It is dear from our 
analysis that, for secondary 
schools at least, Ofcted is felling 
in its missio n. Once again evi- 


dence has been provided that 
calls into question OfetetTs ap- 
proach. There is an ufgent need 
for an independent study into the 
value for money provided by the 
chief inspector and his team." 

The Government’s spending 

watchdog, the National Audit Of- 
fice, has said that it is consider- 
ing an investigation into Ofsted. 
Mr Bell said; “Our analysis 

shows that it is possible to iden- 
tify the effects of Ofeted. And 


when we do, Ofsted is found to 
be wanting.' 1 . 

Ofsted said that it had nev- 
er claimed a link between an in- 
spection and . immediate 
improvement. • • . r ‘-~ 

' Mr Woodhead sakh/^Thb 
sensational and sniplisticasafy- ; 
sis does not constitute a senous 
contribution to the debate 
about inspection. It & steftiSti- .* 
caDy suspect and conceptually 
naive." 
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Recycled paper made up 
41.4% of the raw material for 
UK newspapers in the 
first half of 1997. 


A SELF-CONFESSED high-level 
informer in the ERA told a Dublin 
court how be had been sect to plan 
the murder of the Prince and Princess 
of Wales at a London theatre in 1983 
and lead a bombing campaign in 
British seaside resorts. 

Sean O' Callaghan, who described 
himself as a former head of the IRAs 
Southern Command, also recalled at- 
tending a Dublin IRA army council 
meeting in 1985 with senior figures in 
the current leadership of Sinn Fein. 

O’Callaghan, 42, pleaded guilty in 
1990 to the murders in 1974 of Ulster 
Defence Regiment soldier Eva Mar- 
tin during an attack on a Royal Ulster 
Constabulary barracks in Tyrone, and 
special branch officer Peter Flanagan, 
shot in an Omagh pub. O' Callaghan 
served eight years in prison. 

He earlier testified that he joined 
the Provisionals in 1970 at the age of 
15, operating in Tyrone then Fer- 
managh, but resigned in 1975, living 
in England until 1979. He then re- 
joined in 1979 as a garda informer in- 
tent on undermining the organisation. 
He has cited blatant sectarianism in 
IRA ranks as tbe reason for his 
about-turn. 

He was testifying for the Sunday 
7&nes in its appeal against a libel award 
to a County Louth fanner. Thomas 
“Slab" Murphy. In 1985 the newspa- 
per described Murphy as IRA direc- 
tor of operations in Northern Ireland. 

O'Callaghan was also to plan a sea- 
side resort bombing campaign. He said 
that it was through his leaking details 
to authorities that the planned royal 
assassinations at the Dominion 
Theatre in London was aborted. The 
seaside bombs Med to explode. 



Back home: Ben, David and Carolyn Mitchell at a press conference at Gatwick yesterday after their kidnap ordeal in the Yemen. Their 
relief at being released was tempered by news that Mr MttchelPs father had died during their captivity Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Gary Glitter 
faces more 


sex 


By Diana EHaminss 


Police call for national DNA register 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


A NATIONAL DNA database for 
every man and woman in Britain 
would save lives and cut crime, a se- 
nior police officer will advise the 
Home Office today. 

Chief Superintendent Peter Gam- 
mon, president of the Police Super- 
intendents' Association, wants the 
Government to consider taking ge- 
netic “fingerprints 1 " from the entire 
population. 

The Home Office yesterday indi- 
cated that it would be prepared to dis- 
cuss the idea, although there is 


expected to be opposition on grounds 
of cost and infringement of civil lib- 
erties. 

At present, there are about 
250,000 DNA profiles stored on com- 
puter, mainly from offences involving 
violence, burglary, and sexual as- 
saults. 

Chief Supt Gammon, who is to 
meet Alun Michael, the Home Office 
minister, today, said: “I am asking for 
an examination of tbe issue of setting 
up a national DNA database for all 
the population. There are potentials 
here that we need to consider. In the 
investigation of major crime. DNA is 
becoming more and more important. 


and it is a vezy costly process to take * 
samples from people, process them, 
and compare them with samples we 
may find at the scene of a major crime. 

“So if we set up a national data- 
base, we make investigation of nuyor 
crime more efficient, and there will 
be cost savings- You have serial killers 
on the loose, serial rapists - if you can 
identify them at their first offence, we 
can save people's lives.” 

At present, the national "DNA 
database is limited to people convicted 
or suspected of offences. The data- 
base is currently making more than 
300 matches a week between samples 
found at crime scenes and DNA 


held on the database, according to the 
Forensic Science Service. 

The proposal was criticised by hu- 
man rights group Liberty as “unbal- 
anced, misguided and wrong". 

■ Eight “serious security breaches" in 
two years at the Government's foren- 
sic science laboratories saw evidence 
destroyed in more than 200 criminal 
cases and more than six kilos of ille- 
gal drugs stolen, the National Audit 
Office reports today. But it also prais- 
es major breakthroughs in the use of 
DNA profiling, with more than 20,000 
matches between samples left at 
crime scenes and samples held on the 
Forensic Science Service’s database. 


THE ROCK star Gary Glitter, has 
been charged with a furtherfive sex- 
ual offences, Avon and Somerset 
police said last night. GUneir— whose 
real name is Paul Gadd - is accused 
of four- offences of mdeceatfy as- 
saulting a girL ' - • 

Police said that one charge dates 
from 1976 andthe others relate to al- 
leged incidents between 1980 and 
1983. The 54-year-old Seventies star, 
who lives in London, has also been 
charged with another sexual assault 
on agizL He has been bailed to ap- 
pear before North Avon magistrates - 
court on 18 May. 

Tlie singer already feces 50 charges 
relating to indecent ima g es of children 
allegedly found stored on a comput- 
er he took for repair. Glitter was ar- 
rested last November after staff at PC 
World in Bristol allegedly discovered 
the pornographic images. 

Glitter, was released on bail while 
police inquiries were made. He was 
interviewed again in March after re- 
turning from a three-month holiday 
in Cuba, when officers charged him 
under the Child Protection Act 1978 
with 50 counts of malting indecent 
pseudo-photographs of children un- 
der the age of 16. 

He was also charged with 50 al- 
ternative counts of possessing inde- 
cent photographs of children, and 
released bn bail to appear at North 
Avon magistrates court on 18 May, 

Mr Glitter's lawyer. Henri Brand-? 
man said his client, who had attend- 
ed a police station yesterday to face 
the charges, “vigorously protests his 
innocence". • 

“In view of the nature of the 
charges, the law does not permit us 
to make any further commenL" 
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Heavy ram over Northern Ireland will soon dear to leave 
a mixture ol Sharp. Wustery showers and sunny 
intervals. Scotfend will start dry aid brigrt with net a 
lewisoim0dshower5.butrtwHlbecornewetwTthsorne 
heavy ran tom the west spreading across all areas. 

England Vito wifl be lai^itoudywiflir^ 

places seeing rain at some time diinj the day, and 
frreJEll be some ttsavy outbreaks in the nralh. However, 
Ihe south wiH become (fry. 


Air quality 

TtUinlof ‘3 readings 


IN DEPENDENT Weatherline 
Fa BwbfcStorecasft; (Sai 0891 5009 Wtowd by ttw too 


London 

S England 
Wales 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


Kl 

Mod 

Gd 

Gd 

Gd 

Gd 

Gd 


(tots to you area unhealed By Die aftave imp Snror IteMd 
Once Cat do ’ " — ~ 


i cfcwd * 5 Qp per i nr zl all trtes line VAT) 


Gd 

Gd 

Gd 

Gd 

Gd 

Gd 


High tides AM HT PM HT 


Atlantic 

chart, 

noon 

today 


Occluded From 

T 


Outlook for the next few days 

Ttu^nili be similar with more rain ter most areae. 
heaviest In the north Some southern seas of England 
may end up dry. Alter 9m England and vifeies will seea 
vast improvement as raft moves away nortftwdsM 
that means anottier couple of cloudy, rainy days tar 
Scotland and Norffiem hetand. The southern LBCwOI 
become dry, bright and vay warm with some sunshine 
btd Ehmdery showers are Ocely later SafiJrday. 
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MORE THAN half the lyrics 
to be heard in the Eurovision 
Song Contest on Saturday 
mention aspects of the weath- 
er. After eliminating repeti- 
tions, we find two references 
to ‘weather’, one lo ‘clouds’, 
and one to ‘summer*. ‘Sky’ (or 
‘skies'), *sun' and ‘storm’ ap- 
pear four limes, but first place 
is shared by ‘wind'and ‘rain’ 
each occurring five times. 

1 fear we must again award 
nul points to Norway for 
“Summer for Ever’' and its 
“oh, oh, oh, oh. Summer for 
ever you said" chorus. That's 


just not how the seasons work. 

Croatia's “May the sun 
never rise” and the Mace- 
donian entry “Somebody stop 
the dawn" similarly appear to 
cherish unrealistic dreams. 
The Swedish song is also con- 
fusing, when it says: “The 
heavy clouds drifted away 
into tbe winds". Surely, even 
in Sweden, douds cannot drift 
against tbe wind 

The UK entiy is the most 
autumnal: “Leaves are falling 
... I would drive through the 
ram ... through the storm I 
call your name” though call- 
ing while driving through a 
storm seems rather fruitless. 

The Netherlands begins: 
“Holland was just cool and 
cold/And especially the 
wealher/The wind was never 
still" - a good description of 
the possibly windy conditions 
over flat terrain. 

The Estonians promise to 
“challenge every storm that 
comes along", a more upbeat 
message than the Poles’ “Your 
words bring out a melody, but 
all 1 hear is rain". The Pdr- 
iugucse are “wandering under 
a clear blue sky". In Hungary, 
however, “the sun is going 
down and it's about to ram’’. 
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“What types of mortgage are there?” 


‘What if something goes wrong 
after we move in?' 
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"How much can we borrow?" 


’What is the difference between 
fixed and variable interest rates ? 
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Murder at 
the Vatican 
leaves Pope 
baffled 


By Anne Hanley 

in Rome 


PATHOLOGISTS yesterday re- 
moved two bullets from the body of 
Alois Estermann, 44, tbe newly- 
appointed captain commander of the 
Lucan’s Swiss Guard who was triifaj 
on Monday night in what the Pbpc 
described as a “humanly incompre- 
hensible” incident. 

If the Pope was baffled by the 
killing, not so his spokesman Joaquin 
Navarro Nfollswho broke with normal 
practice and offered an explanation 
at the same time at the deaths of Mr 
Estermann, his wife, Gladys Meza 
Romero, and a 23 -year -old guard, 
Cedric Tomay, were announced. 
The information which has emerged 
up to this point,” Mr Navarro Vails 
told a midnight press conference, “al- 
lows for the theory of a fit of mad- 
ness by Vice-Corporal Tomay." 

Yesterday, evidence emerged to 
back up this theory. From such a tra- 
ditionally secretive organisation as 
the Vatican, such openness left many 
commentators wondering what the 
Holy See was trying to hide. 

The deaths, the first inside the 
walls of the Vatican in centuries, oc- 
curred at around 9pm on Monday. 
Seven hours earlier, Mr Estermann 
had been appointed commander-in- 
chief of the Swiss Guard, the mili tary 
corps responsible for the Pope’s 
personal safety and security within 
the Vatican state. 

The wife of another Swiss guard 
who lives in the apartment next 
door to the Estermanns heard loud 
noises, and ran out of her flat to find 
the door ajar,” Mr Navarro VhUssaid. 

Inside, she found three bodies. Vat- 
ican doctors and security forces were 
called, Mr Estermann, his wife and 
Tbmay were declared dead and Tbr- 
nays service pistol was found beneath 
his body with five bullets missing. 

As presented by Mr Navarro 
\fells, the case against Tbmay seems 


watertight In February, after three 
years in the Guard, the vice-corpo- 
ral received a “polite but firm" let- 
ter from Mr Estermann - at the lime 
the acting commander - repri- 
manding him for unacceptable con- 
duct and in particular for failing to 
show up in barracks one night. 

This, the Vatican press office 
chief said, led Tomay to complain fre- 
quently to fellow guards about his 
treatment. Over the past few days, 
ou discovering he was not included 
on a list of guards to be honoured by 
the Pope at a ceremony due to take 
place today, Tomay’s lamentations 
became more bitter. On Monday 
evening, an hour and a half before 
the shootings took place, the vice -cor- 
poral handed a letter to a friend, 
telling him to make sure ft reached 
his parents should anything happen 
to him. The contents were not dis- 
closed by the Vatican. 

Mr Navarro VWls suggested the 
vice-corporal’s recent break-up with 
his Roman girlfriend, his difficult 
character, and other “small inci- 
dents” which can sometimes “explode 
into something illogical”, could have 
affected his state of mind. 

But this did not reconcile with 
statements from others who knew and 
worked with him. “Cedric Tbmay was 
an extremely normal boy and I real- 
ty find it very difficult to conceive of 
him having a fit of madness,” said 
Jacques Antoine Fierz who served in 
the Swiss Guard until 1995. 

The Holy See’s uncharacteristic 
haste to provide a plausible expla- 
nation for the tragedy had Vatican 
old hands openly doubting the sin- 
cerity of the move. 

Above all, it begged a worrying 
question; if the name of Cedric Tbr- 
nay is being taken in vain, and he was 
not responsible for this “murder-sui- 
cide", the kilter is still at large. And 
that killer, armed and dangerous, is 
wandering the corridors of the Vat- 
ican. 



The commoner 
who displayed 
an uncommon 
degree of valour 
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Gunned down: Alois Estermann, the newly-appointed commandant of the papal Swiss Guard, was found 
shot dead along with his wife and another Swiss Guard in the Vatican Photograph; Reuters 

Small but elite corps wrth a proud record of selfless devotion to duly 


By Anne Hanley 

MAY 6 is the feast day of the Swiss 
Guard, the sole remaining military 
craps in tbe Vitican State. Had every- 
thing gone to plan, present and for- 
mer guards, families and friends 
would be celebrating today. 

Instead, theywiU be attending a fii- 
neral service in Saint Peter’s Basili- 
ca to mourn their newfy appointed 
commander, Alois Estermann, and his 
wife, Gladys Meza Romero. The ser- 


vice will also commemorate Cedric 
Tbrnay. the corporal believed to have 
shot them before committing suicide. 
His “fit of madness” - if the Vatican 
line proves correct - casts a pall over 
a corps with a remarkably unblem- 
ished record since its foundation In 
1506. The May 6 feast marks the 
tragedy of 1527, when tbe crack reg- 
iment of Swiss mercenaries defend- 
ed Pope Clement VH against the 
invading forces of Charles V; 147 of 
the Guard were mown down. Tbday 


the corps, the only military body not 
axed in 1970, when Pope Paul VI re- 
formed the most militarised state in 
the world, numbers 100. Until this 
week they did well: for centuries, no 
murders had taken place within the 
area which is now the "V&tican State. 
The Guard’s success can be put down 
parity to foe pacific nature of the tiny 
state, but alro to the expertise of a 
corps which is a highly trained unit 
well-versed in crowd control and in 
single combat, including martial arts. 


ALOIS ESTERMANN led tbe 
Swiss Guard for six months be- 
fore being formally appointed 
as its captain commander on 
Monday morning, writes Anne 
Hanley. Seven hours later he 
was dead, gunned down along 
with bis wife in their apartment 
inside the Vatican. 

Estermann was a man seem- 
ingly without enemies, and his 
violent death stunned his men. 
“Anyone present last night as 
the news broke will have seen 
the reaction,” said Vatican 
spokesman Joaquin Navarro 
Vails yesterday. “Tfears flowed, 
and it was understandable. He 
was very popular." 

Born 44 years ago in Gu- 
nawill, Estermann was an offi- 
cial in the Swiss army before 
applying for a transfer to the 
Vatican. He entered the Holy 
See’s only military force in 1980 
as captain, was promoted to ma- 
jor in 1983, lieutenant colonel 
in 1989, and quartermaster in 
1989. In the same year he was 
made second-in-command of 
the 100-strong force. 

An able linguist, and a stu- 
dent of theology. Estermann 
married Venezuelan lawyer 
Gladys Meza Romero in 1983. 
She died with him on Monday. 
The couple had no children. 
“We know that if the Lord wills 
it, children will come along,” be 
told the La Repubblica daily 
hours before his death. 

ftmous as tbe man who 
threw himself in front of the 
wounded Pope on 13 May, 1981 
to protect him from further in- 
jury as a Tu rkish terrorist shot 
at him in Saint Peter’s square. 
He subsequently led the papal 
bodyguard on over 30 pastoral 
trips abroad. His dedication to 
the Pontiff and the Guard also 
endeared him to the soldiers 
which make op the Pope's body 
guard. Ursula Bensiger, a friend 
of 15 years’ standing, said: 
“Over the last six months, be- 
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fore his appointment on Mon- 
day, all tbe guards I know said 
the same thing. ‘"We’re so well 
off with Estermann in charge.' 
They all, to a man, wanted Es- 
termann to stay.” 

Yet in the Vatican, or back 
home in Switzerland, there 
were those who were not whol- 
ly convinced by Estermann ’s 
qualities, as the delay in his ap- 
pointment as commander of a 
force which he had been run- 
ning since his predecessor re- 
tired in November last year 
showed. 

“The selection process is a 
long and complicated one, ham- 
pered by historical factors,” 
said Navarro Vails in an effort 
to explain away the hold-up. 
“And sometimes when you’re 
looking for the right person, you 
don’t even notice that the per- 
fect candidate is right under 
your nose." 

Navarro Vails neglected to 
explain why Esterm aim’s nom- 
ination took so much longer 
than that of his predecessors. 
Nor would he comment on the 
killed officer’s plan to overhaul 
the Guard. And as for sugges- 
tions that Estermann’s biggest 
drawback was his lade of blue 
blood, that topic was brushed 
aside In yesterday’s press con- 
ference. 

“This was a favourite topic 
for speculation amongst the 
Swiss community in Rome,” 
said Bensiger. “Estermann’s 
predecessor Roland Buchs was 
not noble either. TWo com- 
moners in succession was push- 
ing it for the Guard." 


Grade’s last C4 programme 
too safe, says TV watchdog 


By Paul McCann 

Media Editor 

MICHAEL Grade’s final year 
of programmes at Channel 4 
have been damned as too safe 
by the commercial television 
regulator in its annual report 

The Independent Television 
Commission also raised con- 
cerns about the spread of con- 
fessional chat shows like 
Vimessa and, for the second year 
r unning , condemned ITVs lack 
of variety. 

Channel 4 “lost its drive” for 
innovation in 1997 and aired too 
few “landmark” programmes 
according to the ITC’s annual 
performance review which was 
published yesterday. Sarah 
Thane, director of programming 
at the ITC, said in the past the 
channel has put on programmes 
like its “Gimme Shelter" and 
-Banned" seasons, but last year 
had no “high peaks" of minor- 
ity interest progr ammin g. 

The ITC is known to believe 
that Channel 4 spent too much 
of its energy promoting and buy- 
ing programmes like ER and 


Friends and not enough ou its 
more fringe shows- It is also un- 
happy that 84 per cent of the 
foreign language films shown by 
the channel last year started af- 
ter midnighL 

-This is largely a review of 
the old management and the old 
money Channel 4 used to re- 
ceive,” said Sir Robin Biggam, 
chairman of the ITC. “The new 
management came on board at 
absolutely the right time... 
Michael Jackson [Mr Grade’s 
successor] had veiy little influ- 
ence on last year." 

Since Mr Grade’s departure 
in May 1997, the Government 
has stopped the controversial 
funding formula whereby Chan- 
nel 4 paid a percentage of its ad- 
vertising revenue to ITV. In 
return for keeping this money, 
the channel’s broadcasting li- 
cence has been re-written to 
make it produce more original 
programmes and use fewer 
American imports. 

Yesterday, Jocelyn Hay, 
chairman of the Voice of the 
Listener and Viewer lobby 
group , echoed the ITC’s view; 



Grades ‘Steered Channel 4 
into financially safe waters’ 

“Michael Grade was a very 
good judge erf popular taste and 
he certainty stoned the chan- 
nel into 7 financially safe waters 
and increased audiences, 
which means the channel was 
perhaps riskier in catering for 
realty minority audiences when 
it first started." 

Mr Jackson, Channel 4's 
chief executive, said yesterday 
that tbe channel was alreatty ad- 
dressmg.the I7G recommen- 
dations. 


The ITC report also criti- 
cised all broadcasters for day- 
time schedules that are 
over-reliant on confessional 
chat shows like Vanessa or 
Oprah. “They are an impart and 
do raise concerns about the vul- 
nerability of the people taking 
part and the general coarsening 
of society,” said Sir Robin 
Biggam. 

ITV was again criticised by 
the commission for having too 
much dr ama at the expense of 
eraertammemandoonredyinits 
peak-time schedule. 

“Network Centre drama out- 
put in 1997 increased once more 
to a level which Know nearly 26 
per cent greater than that of 
1993," says the report. 

’■ “Most of this is extremely 
popular and of high quality 
but it does crowd out other 
types of programmes. The 
network should achieve greater 
diversity." 

Instead, the ITC wants tbe 
better comedy and entertain- 
ment from ITV and says its Sat- 
urday night hne-up has become I 
“excessively one-note”. I 


Tickets go begging for Diana visit 
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By Ian Burrell 

Home A/feins Corresp ondent 

«> THOUSANDS of tickets to 
‘ vfeftAlthorpPaikaadthebur- 

«al site of Diana, 

\lfeles, remain unsold dey 
frenzied interest nearly four 
. months ago, when thejrfi^ 
went on sale. The agency re- 
sponsible for selling 

^opening of AlthorpP^t^ 
Spencerfttfnity home, told the 

' test night thatoear- 


.000 uoceis are • — 

It is thought the re- 
in unsold because of a wide- 
^>ic bd« 

-e all sold in the first week 
anu aiy,when they first 
sale/ Millions of people 
m all over the world 
imped credit-card ^Me 

s Jrithhuiwri« Mdwthm - 


four days 140,000 of the 352,000 
tickets had been sold. Bui dur- 
ing the past four months de- 
mand has dried up. 

The Spencer family oppos- 
e$ any form of advertising of the 
Althorp opening, which will al- 
low 2^00 people a day to viat 
the grounds and family home 
during a two-month period 
from July 1. Rob WHmsburst, 
group manager of the Notting- 
ham-based ticket agency Wty 
Ahead, which has sole rights to 
sell the tickets, said: “Without 
a doubt, people would be sur- 


stm available.” 

This weekend it was again 
stated that all the 152,000 tick- 
ets had been sold amid reports 
that Eari Spencer was anxious 
lhat the ancestral home was not 
transformed into “Britain’s an- 


swer to GracelancF. The earl 
said: “This is not a money- 
making venture, however good 
the cause might seem; it is 
meeting an obligation to those 
who wish to pay their final re- 
spects, whilst preserving the 
dignity of Althorp. . . 

“It must never become 
Britain’s answer to Greenland, 
and, whilst I live, it win never 
do so.” Earl Spencer has re- 
peatedly stated that he does not 
want Althorp to be turned into 
a tourist trap. The public open- 
ings win be for only two months 
each yearand coach parties are 
not being accepted. 

The ead has decided that an 
18 ft-higb memorial vriD bebuilt 
cm the island where Diana is 
buried. A 4ft-high urn, made in 
a simple and classical design, 
wiU be elevated on a plinth. 


At the lake edge, which is as 
dose as tourists wiU get to the 
burial site, there is a ample tem- 
ple that wffl have two maible 
memorials. One will bear a 
portrait of the' Princess, de- 
signed by a local artist, and a 
three-line inscription taken 
. from one of her speeches. The 
other wiH cajxy an extract from 
tbe .earl's funeral service address 
at Westminster Abbey. 

Tbe announcement . of 
charges of £&50for adults, £7 for 
pensioners and £5 for children 
caused controvers y, as it was ar- 
gued commercial gain was b ring 
made from Diana’s death. But 
MrWflmshurstsaid;“EvEnifall 
the tickets were sold that would 
only generate £1.4m, which 
would rot tbe staffing. This 

isnot amoney-making exercise." 

Selling Diana, page 18 
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Judges reject British move to ease beef ban 


A GOVERNMENT attempt to 
have the worldwide ban on British 
beef exports declared illegal was re- 
jected yesterday by the European 
Court in Luxembourg. 

The judges said the European 
Commission did not exceed its pow- 
ers when it banned exports of British 
beet not just to the rest of the Eu- 
ropean Union but throughout the 
world. The ban was imposed in 


March. 1996, in response to grow- 
ing fears over the spread of BSE. 

The Government lodged an im- 
mediate complaint (hat Eurocrats 
and other EU governments were act- 
ing politically and economically, to 
fend off a public backlash which 
could hit beef sales in the other mem- 
ber states. It also argued that die 
commission had no right to interfere 
in Britain’s trade with countries be- 


yond the EU. The cas&was adopt- 
ed by the Labour government after 
its victory in last year's election. 

Yesterday, however, the judges 
backed the commission’s that 

it was only taking steps sufficient to 
contain the spread of mad cow dis- 
ease by preventing British beef 
which might be exported to non-EU 
countries re-entering the EU. 

The ban was triggered by fresh 


Call to scrap teacher 
pay-review body 

Rv Rati R . kcjiII . . . _ 


information provided on 20 March 
1996 by an independent scientific 
body set up to advise the British gov- 
ernment, the Spongiform En- 
cephalopathy Advisory Committee 
(Seac). The committee confirmed 
that “the most likely explanation" for 
the appearance of a new variant of 
Creutzfeldt-JaXob disease - an in- 
curable encephalopathy affecting 
humans - was exposure to BSE. 


The judges said: ‘'The new in- 
formation significant^ altered the 
perception of the risk which BSE 
represented for human health, and 
thus authorised the commission to 
adopt safeguard measures.” 

* They added that the commission 
was empowered to immobilise and 
ranfam anifnak and anim al products 
within a specified territory as “an ap- 
propriate measure" io the evens of dis- 


ease threatening aserious hazard to 

annnabor humans. Tn oidmforaidi 

containment to be effective, it is 

necessary toimposea total banco the 

movement of animals and products 
outside the frontiers of tire member 
.rfatp concerned, thereby affecting 
ports to third countries, furthermore 
those directives do not expressly pre- 
clude the commission from banning 
exports to third countries." 


The court ruled that bearing in 
mind the probable link between BSE 

and CJD. and uncertainty about tfrp 
effectiveness of anti-BSEnreasures, 
the commiss ion did not exoeed;the 

bounds of its discreti^. 

The National Fanners’ 
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said itwas disappointed by tire 

but pledged to maintain vigoroogef=- 
forts to get the ban lifted soon. 


By Ben Russell 

Education Correspondent 

THE teachers’ pay-review body 
should be scrapped to end a 
string of under-fended pay of- 
fers which had forced schools 
to push up class sizes, local-gov- 
ernment employers said yes- 
terday. They said rises over the 
past 1 1 years had put teachers 
and heads at the top of the 
town-hall pay league. Increas- 
es in pay had totalled 102 per 
cent for teachers and 114 per 
cent for beads since 19S6, even 
outstripping the police. 

In the meantime, repeated 
shortfalls in education budgets 
had forced councils to increase 
class sizes, pushing up teachers’ 
workloads and driving down 


morale, said Gr aham Lane, 
education chairman of the Lo- 
cal Government Association 
(LGA). 

He condemned the Teach- 
ers Pay Review Body for ig- 
noring the financial position of 
councils when recommending 
pay rises for teachers, and 
called for direct national ne- 
gotiations on classroom pay 
and conditions to improve 
classroom morale. 

Mr Lane said: Teachers 
have had a few extra quid a 
week for teaching in some in- 
stances quite considerable ex- 
tra numbers in the classroom." 

Proposals from the LGA 
and the Local Government 
Management Board, which rep- 
resents council employers, were 


sent to ministers yesterday. At 
present the seven-member pay- 
review body is enshrined in law. 

■ Local-government leaders 
want to replace it with direct an- 
nual talks with teacher unions. 

Alternatively, council lead- 
ers suggest, the Government 
could set up a new wages coun- 
cil bringing together employers 
and unions, or move to bring 
teachers and employers into the 
existing review body. 

Most teaching unions back 
the review body, although the 
largest, the National Union of 
Ibachers, said it had been dis- 
appointed with its perfor- 
mance. 

Mr Lane attacked the cur- 
rent review bexfy for being out 
of touch with schools. 


Big poppy crop swells heroin tide 


By Ian BurreH 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

THE Government warned yes- 
terday that the threat of a 
heroin epidemic in Britain has 
been greatly increased by a 
‘'bumper poppy crop" being 
harvested in Afghanistan. 

George Fonlkes, the Under- 
secretary for International De- 
velopment, said that both sides 
fighting in the Af ghan civil 
war were being financed by the 
profits of drug production. 

Afghanistan is the source of 
95 per cent of the heroin winch 
comes to Britain and Customs 


officers have been alarmed at 
the scale of imputation. A to- 
tal of L747tg or heroin was 
seized in 1997, a tonne more 
than the previous yean Police 
estimate the haul has a street 
value of more than £145m and 
is the equivalent of nine million 
"wraps". Mr Foulkes said: 
"Doing something about 
Afghanistan is probably more 
important to Britain than any 
other oversea s issue." 

The minister’s warning 
came on the day that Britain’s 
first American-styie drug court 
was launched, allowing some 
heroin -using criminals arrest- 


ed in parts of West Yorkshire 
to be dealt with at a special 
court and sentenced to treat- 
ment. They wfll be forced to give 
urine samples twice a week to 
prove tiiey are staying off drags 
and if they repeatedly fail they 
could face prison. 

Hie drug coart will sit week- 
ly at Wakefield magistrates 
court from June. Addicts ar- 
rested from this w eek will be 
bailed to attend the court. 
More than 20 magistrates are 

imdergrwng t raining in ri valing 

with drag-related crime - 
thought to make np 70 per cent 
of crime committed in the area. 



Face to face: Sir Roger Bannister with a bronze marie by Martin Jennings at the Society 
of Sculptors exhibition at The Gallery in London yesterday Today is the 44th anniversary 
of Sir Roger's record-breaking sub-4-mrnute-niile Photograph: Peter Macdtarmid 


Prisoner found hanged in c^H 



A MEMBER of a gang which murdered a South Wales jeweller 

near Bridgend. The death is the second to orcurat thepnson 
which opened last November and is operated!^ SecuiTCor 
DallasLee, aged 27, from Beddau, near Pootypndda^lM 
getaway driver in a bungled robbery when Jerry Hales.vas fe- 
Sly stabbed at his shop in Cowbridge. An appeal against his con- 
viction bad been pending. 

Fashanu post-mortem 

JUSTIN FASHANU, the footballer whose body was found in a 
garage at the weekend, banged himself. Scotland Yard said yes- 
terday. A police spokesman said that a post-mortem examina- 
tion showed “death by suspension" and confirmed that there were 
no suspicious circumstances. Fashanu, 37. once rated as one of 
Britain’s brightest young football stars, was found hanged at s* 
set of garages in Shoreditch, east London. He fled to Britain a*:, 
ter being charged with sexually assaulting a 17-year-old bay in 
the United States. 

Boxer taken off ventilator 

THE boxer Spencer Oliver, who suffered life-threatening injuries 
in a bout on Saturday night, has been taken off a ventilator and 
is starting to talk to medical staff and his family. He is expected 
to leave the intensive care unit of the National Hospital for Neu--'. 
rology and Neurosurgery in London by today. The 22-year-old . 
super-bantamweight underwent a three-hour operation to remove 
a blood clot from his brain after being knocked down in a bout 
at the Royal Albert HalL A spokesman for University College 
London Hospitals said “the risk to his life from this injury is now 
greatly reduced". 

Playgroups to get more funds 

A SMALL increase in funding for playgroups will be ann ounced 
today by David Blunkett, Secretary of State for Education, to- 
day. His announcement comes as playgroup campaigners record 
the closure of 424 playgroups or pre-schools during the past six 
months. They blame the closures on the increasing number of. 
reception classes which now take four-year-olds. 

Maiden voyage cancelled 

THE maiden voyage from Southampton of the world’s largest 
cruise ship, the 109,0004onne Grand Princess, has been cancelled 
because work still needs to be done on the vessel. 
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With BT’s 
special offer 
you can w 
connect fife 
to ISDN 
from just £99. 


For more information 

Freefone 0800 800 800 

or visit www.isdn.bt.com 


' 17 ? v not change the wav we work? bt 



Treat yourself to 

a little 
LUXURY... 

... on * 

a HILTON weekend under £20! 


A. 


HILTON 


national 


From only £19.99 per person per night 
(with breakfast available at just £6 
per person) you can enjoy a Hilton weekend 
break - simply choose one of these superbly 
located hotels and BOOK NOW - then just 
sit back and look forward to: 

*:• Stylish ensuite accommodation 
*> A variety of excellent restaurants - try the 
Blue Plate Option from £8.99 per person, 
which allows yon to choose from the hot and 
cold tables and includes a glass of wine.*’ 

•> free use of indoor heated pool , 
gym & sauna (in most hotels) 

Hilton Discovery Curd for further money 
saving discounts at local attractions 
v The choice of 1 0 Family Fun! Hotels with 
childrens play area, family friendly dining, 
child safe bedrooms and much more for 
the whole family. 


per person per night 

SpxM Offer tote PPPttaxt. teuttst taarfas tojaqp* Mff 


Offer ends 30.0638 an lines tnsofled by 31.07S8. Example: Connection to BTa ISDN2 start -up package cans E99 (as VAT}- U* rartai antf flWrtmyro contract periods apply. 



The London Hilton on Perk Lane 
The Langhem Hilton 
The London Mews Hilton 
The London Kensington Hilton 
The London Heathrow Hilton 
The Hilton National Olympia 
The London Regents Park Hilton 


8 LCrDC\ 


The Royal Berkshire, Ascot 
The London Gatwick Airport Hilton 
'■*The Hilton National Cobham 
The Hilton National Wembley 
The Hilton National WatfordlSt. Albans 
*7he Hilton National Bracfcnetl/Windsor 
The Hilton National Croydon 


The Hilton National Southampton 
■f^The Hilton National Portsmouth 
^The Hilton National Newbury 
*The Hilton National Basingstoke 
The Hilton National Sta nsted 

The Hilton National Bath 
The Hilton National Bristol 
*The Hilton National Swindon 
The Hilton National Swansea 


£83.55 

£ 68.00 

£61.50 

£50.25 

£46.50 

£43.00 

£39.00 

£59.00 

£46J>0 

£34.50 

£31.80 

£3050 

£30.00 

£22.50 

£31.80 

£30.00 

£30.00 

£19.99 

£27.30 

£44.00 

£29.10 

£29.10 

£19.39 


To reserve your weekend CALL FREE on 

0800 856 8000 

Please quote. code J SS’ 

Hurry, there are only a limited number 
of rooms available with this offer! 

Reservation lines open: 

Mon to Fri 8am - 8pm 
Sat & Sun 10am - 5pm 

See TELETEXT page 248 for other 
Bank Holiday special offers! 


The Hilton National Warwfck/Stratford £31.80 

*The Hilton National East Midlands £29 10 

-•nhe Hilton National Milton Keynes/Wbbum £2&20 
_TheJHiton National Coventry £27,30 


The Glasgow Hilton • - £ 41 ^g 

li The Hilton National Livingston £34.50 

The Hilton National Edinburgh — £34,00 

Tha Manchester Airport Hilton £33.60 

*The Hilton National Leeds Garforth £19.99 

The Hilton National Huddereffeld/Halffax £19.99 
The Hilton National Leeds City - £19.99 


The Sherlock Holmes Hotel. London £36.75 

The Palms hotel, Hornchurch £27.30 

The Ringway. Basingstoke £19.99 

* FAMILY FUN! LOCATIONS 
— ££ p~p» 

laMml*!.. MarluwMtBui 

*-T “mu w * ‘ B » I * 8 " few* tinii i — n 
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Police sting ends the tale of the 
cat burglar and a stolen Picasso 


Women's millennium view 

“ Femak global confcr- 

Eate _ h-iv a .? d man - v distinguished women dele- 
JK? T romrihulcd *sns 10 go imo a lime capsule. Some 
nation pn ^ c,abIt: ' 1D « Hillary Clinton's humble do- 
hi i. r v, T bcr own sp^’ches on women’s issues. Rab- 
* m0rc she’s offering a 

b bygjow. Bui Pandora believes none of the VIP women will 
!~® lo match in earthiness our former head of the Se- 
rf rV|CCi Stella Rimington, who wants to deposit a dis- 
posable nappy. 

It just doesn't add up 

The Associated Press newswire carried an interesting item 
on Saturday about British fireman, David Thomas, who 
has set a new world record: he can remember 22500 dig- 
its of the infinite number pi. Unfortunately the AP wrong- 
ly printed the first five digits of pi as “3.164” and later 
had to issue a correction for the figure: “3.1416”. The 
AFs mistake is perfectly understandable to someone with 
Pandora’s own pathetic mathematical prowess. 

A night at the White House 

Recently President Clinton released the names of all those 
guests who had been given the honour of spending a night id 
the White House between 1993 and 1996. Pandora found the 

“arts and letters’" section of the 

fist made depressing reading. -]|||H||ET' 

Far more Hollywood stare and W ^ 

moguls than authors, painters '• '■m Ski* 

or musicians were treated to a 

night in the Lincoln Bedroom. VL 

The lucky guests included 

Candice Bergen (right), Chevy - 

Chase, Ted Danson. Tom Han- . "• -9H 

ks and Barbra Streisand. The :• '.‘JmS! 

moguls included David Geffen, .'55; 

Peter Guber, Norman Jewi- . 
son. Sherry Lansing, Steven -/f ' 

Spielberg and Ted Turner. Nat- L - :4S ^ 
u rally, some of the guests were also heavy contributors to din- 
ton’s Democratic Party including Spielberg ($225,000), 
Geffen ($234300) and Streisand who gave a mere $86,400. 

Wrong connections 

Undoubtedly the most entertaining section of the 
Guardian appears on its obituaries page every day tmder 
the headline “Corrections and Clarifications.” Pandora, 
of coarse, salutes this shining example of journalistic 
integrity, particularly the tongue-in-cheek style in which 
these embarrassing or trivial “corrections” are written. 
Last Wednesday for example, the paper confessed to 
having fpven the wrong telephone number to students 
interested in obtaining more information about business 
and management awards. “The number we gave connected 
callers was the Interactive Speakeasy Chat and Date 
Service and provided an alternative number for gay 
callers.” How very droll. 

Pandora 


DAILY POEM 

Section from ‘A Kitchen Poem' 

By Les Arnold 

fie sang as he cooked. Arias in 
pig-ltaliaru the debris doggerel of 
late-night cafis, hymns . He loved 
to set his food to music. His fish- 
course to Debussy, his strong meat 
to Beethoven, his puddings to 
Poulenc. When it was oivr, when 
the goose hus cooked, the souffle 
rose in triumph over Paris roofs 

like the truffle pig at sunrise in his 
master’s forests, he loved the silence 
of departed diners. He cleansed tables, 
scoured the kitchen, absolved the 
gathering darkness. Going home through 
silent streets, maid emptied of 
night and day his eyes unstrung ... 

The “Kitchen Poem” sequence appears in Shaker City, the 
final volume by the poet and teacher Les Arnold .who 
died in 1992. Shaker City is published, price £7.95, by Stride 
Publications at 11 Sylvan Road, Exeter EX4 6EW. 



By Jason Bennetto 

Cnmc Corrcopondent 

A FORMER professional cal burglar, 
whose victims were said lo have in- 
cluded Sophia Loren and Elisab eth 
Taylor, came out of retirement to steal 
a valuable Picasso only lo be arrest- 
ed after a police sting, a court heard 
yesterday. 

Police believe 67-year-old Richard 
Scott is the man responsible for a shot- 
gun raid on a gallery in Mayfair, cen- 
tral London, last March, in which Lhe 
robber escaped in a taxi, 

Mr Scott, who according to his au- 
tobiography, Gentleman Thief, had a 
colourful past as a famous cat burglar, 
wanted around £75,000 for the work 
75ft.* de Femme (Woman’s Head), a jury 
at Snaresbrook Crown Court in south 
London was told. 

But his plan to sell on the painting 
was foiled after the man he passed it 
on to tried to negotiate a £650/100 deal 
with a team of undercover police 
officers posing as art dealers, the 
court heard. 

Andrew Campbell, for the prose- 
cution. said the painting had been 
snatched from the Lefevre Gallery last 
year after a man had walked in car- 
rying a holdall. 

Mr Campbell said the man asked 
how much a Picasso on display was 
worth and was told £650,000. 

“He then said to the people work- 
ing in the art gallery, ’I've got a shot- 
gun and want that painting'.” 

He took the painting off the wall 
and walked to a taxi which he had left 
waiting outside the gallery and ordered 
the driver at gunpoint to go to an 
address in Wimbledon, south-west 
London. 

Within hours of the robbery Mr 
Scott had met an accomplice, Ronald 
Spring, 70, to give him the painting 
which had been cut from its frame and 
placed in a small red suitcase, the jury 
heard. 

Spring told the court that Mr Scon 


had demanded payment of £70,000 to 
£75.000 within seven days for Lhe ab- 
stract portrait. 

Mr Campbell said that Mr Scott lat- 
er claimed be was simply acting as “an 
innocent go-between”. 

The police “sting” came after 
Spring had contacted an undercover 
officer, known only as Patrick, on the 
morning of Lhe Picasso raid lo offer 
him the picture. 

The court heard that Spring had 
earlier claimed his accomplio: was siz- 
ing up a £5m painting to be stolen at 
a later date. 

The court also heard that Spring, 
of Southgate, north London, had of- 
fered the team of detectives posing as 
art dealers a whole series of deals in 
the months leading up to the Picasso 
theft. 

Seven days after the robbery police 
arrested Spring at his offices in cen- 
tral London, as he attempted to hand 
over the Tele de Femme after it had 
been authenticated by an officer pos- 
ing as an art valuer. 

The solicitor, who has already 
pleaded guilty to a charge of conspir- 
acy to handle stolen goods, agreed with 
police to take part in a counter oper- 
ation against his alleged accomplice, 
the court heard. 

The two men agreed to meet at the 
Sherlock Holmes Hotel on Baker. 
Street where Spring was to hand over 
Mr Scott’s share of the proceeds from 
the Picasso sale. 

Mr Scott was handed a bag of cash 
in full view of police officers after he 
told him he had to settle for less than 
expected, it was claimed. 

Mr Campbell told the court that Mr 
Scott smiled as be was shown the cash, 
before he was arrested by undercovL 
er detectives. 

Earlier Mr Campbell bad told the 
jury: “Mr Scott is a man who has made 
his living as a cat burglar. He is actu- 
ally quite famous, he has written a 
book.” 

Mr Campbell added: “The victims 
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Gentleman thief: Richard Scott leaving Southwark Crown Court yesterday (top left;), where it was claimed 
that he stole Picasso’s Tete de Femme from the Lefevre Gallery (below) Photographs: Tim Whitby, Jeff Moore 

of his burglaries include Sophia Loren 
and Elizabeth Taylor. But according 
to him he has given all that up.” 

Mr Scott, a property developer 
from north London, denies a charge 
of conspiracy to handle stolen goods. 

The court heard that the two men, 
who first met in 1977, had initially dis- 
cussed art thefts in April 1995 during 
a series of meetings following the pub- 
lication of Mr Scott's autobiography. 

The case continues. 



Beatles come together 
for ‘bootlegging’ battle 


FORMER members of the Bea- 
tles and Vbfco Ooo began a le- 
gal action yesterday to try to 
recover an, amateur recording 
of them playing in Hamburg 36 
years ago. 

George Harrison, Ringo 
Stare, Sir Paul McCartney and 
Yoke, who is executrix of John 
Lennon’s will, are asking a 
High Court judge to ban sales 
of a CD produced from the 
recording made at The Star 
Dub in 1962. They also want 
the original tape, or proof that 
it has been destroyed. 

It was made hy Edward Tay- 
lor, leader of obscure Sixties 
band King Size Taylor and the 
Dominoes, when he was playing 
a double bill with the Beatles. 
The Beaties wore making their 


last trip to the German clnb - 
fulfilling their contract after 
they bad already signed with 
EMI Records and were enjoy- 
ing their- first hit, “Love Me 
Do”, whkh reached No 17 in the 
charts that December. 

Mark. Platts Mills QC, rep- 
resenting the Beatles, told Mr 
Justice Neuberger that there 
had been “various attempts to 
exploit” the tape by people as- 
sociated with the defendants, 
Ungasong Music, of Waltham 
Abbey, Essex. Lmgasoqg claims 
that Lennon, who was shot 
dead id 1980, gave his verbal 
consent to the recording. 

■ Mr 'Platts Mills said the 
onfy people allowed to make 
recordings of the Beatles at that 
time was EMI under the terms 



Staff used washing-up liquid to 
dean factory, E.coli inquiry told 




Ringo Stam Legal reunion 
with McCartney and Harrison 

of a contract signed by their 
manager, the late Brian Epstein. 

An album of the Beatles’ 
soogs from the recording was re- 
leased in 1977 on the Folydor la- 
beL Injunctions to stop it woe 
refused by the High Court Yes- 
terday’s action is befog made un- 
der the new 1989 Copyright Act 
which gdves more protection to 
artists and writers. 


By Charles Arthur 

5oence and Technology Editor. 

THE manager of a butcher’s 
premises thought that the “bio” 
prefix of “biodegradable wasb- 
ing-up liquid" meant it would kill 
bacteria, an inquiry into the 
world's worst outbreak of Ecob' 
0157 food poisoning heard yes- 
terday. 

Robert Hepburn, 41, who 
was the manager of the butch- 
er’s factory within the John M 
Barr premises in Wish aw, 
Lanarkshire, also said that staff 
at John Barr's butcher’s premis- 
es did not use temperature 
probes when cooking joints of 
meat, and bad no written in- 
structions or formal training. 

But he said he could not ex- 


plain how health experts inves- 
tigating the outbreak's sources 
found traces of the E.coli 0157 
bacteria on a vacuum-packing 
machine and on the rim of a 
meat boiler. 

The Lanarkshire outbreak 
began in November 19% and 
eventually kDied 21 elderly peo- 
ple. The Ban* premises have 
been implicated as a major 
source of food potentially con- 
taminated with E.coli 0157. 

Under cross-examination at 
the fetal accident inquiry, now 
in its third week, Mr Hepburn 
denied that cleaning procedures 
were skimped by staff working 
“flat-out” in a busy environment 
Tb clean the factory part of the 
premises, staff used biodegrad- 
able washing-up liquid. 


“You thought the word ‘bio’ 
meant kill bacteria?,” he was 
asked by Dennis Crawley, coun- 
sel for Wisbaw Old Parish 
Church, which organised a 
church lunch where several el- 
derty pensioners contracted the 
bug, and also the Bankview 
nursing home, five of whose res- 
idents died in the outbreak. 

“Yes." replied Mr Hepburn. 

He said that batch cooking 
of meat such as pork, roast beef 
and gammon, took place in a 
large boiler four times a week. 
Hie meats came from suppliers 
located at Wisbaw abattoir and 
in Glasgow, and after cooking 
they were vacuum-packed. But 
he said that staff received no for- 
mal tr ainin g. 

The inquiry continues. 
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Yet again. Dell are able to offer you seriously fast desktop solutions at 
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Cook adds 
voice to 
‘fair* votes 
system 


By Colin Brawn 

Chief Rohtical Correspondent 

ROBIN COOK is ready to sig- 
nal his support for a compro- 
mise over electoral reforms 
which could give Tony Blair's 
government the prospect of 
two decades in power. 

The Foreign Secretary has 
been the leading voice inside 
the Cabinet in support of pro- 
portional representation. But he 
is ready to endorse an alterna- 
tive vote system plus a top up 
of MBs elected by PR. 

He was criticised recently for 
expressing the hope that 
Labour could stay in power for 
20 years. Some Labour aides 
were also reported to have cel- 
ebrated Labour’s first year in 
power by calling for 20 more 
years in office. 

But Mr Cook's swing in 
favour of the compromise sys- 
tem, known as AV-plus, could 
help to keep the Tories out of 
power for the next decade, by 
capitalising on the majority of 
voters who either vote Labour 
or Liberal Democrat- 

Labour campaigners for a 
fairer voting system for the 
Commons believe Mr Cook's 
acceptance of AV-phis, to be sig- 
nalled in a book published next 
month, could help to persuade 
Ibny Blair to back the idea be- 
fore the next general election. 
He has promised a referendum 
in this Parliament following 
the recommendations of the 
Jenkins Commission, which is 
due to report in October. 

"Robin is the key," said one 
Labour campaigner last night. 
“Mo Mowlam and Clare Short 
are in favour. Jack C unningham 
is less committed. 

“If the Jenkins commission 
comes up with something that 
Blair can accept, I don't think 


anyone in the Cabinet will op- 
pose it No one is going to re- 
sign from the Cabinet if they 
come up with AV-plus.” 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, who would have to in- 
troduce the legislation, is the 
strongest opponent of PR bat 
has come out in favour of AV. 
Accepting a top-up by propor- 
tional representation would be 
a compromise which his friends 
believe be would be prepared 
to make, if it was accepted by 
Mr Blair. 

The campaigners believe 
that the other known Cabinet 
opponent of PR, John Prescott, 
the Deputy Prime Minister, is 
also prepared to compromise. 

Senior Liberal Democrats 
who have been campaigning for 
a purer form of PR for the 
Commons are also prepared to 
accept the compromise, The 
Independent learned yesterday, 
and they said it should be done 
before the next election. 

“Blair can ad the wheels to 
make the change with a big ma- 
jority - he has patronage and be 
can accommodate people in the 
Lords, in the Scottish and 
Wklsh Parliaments, in London, 
and the regions," said one se- 
nior member of Paddy Ash- 
down’s team. 

Under the alternative vote 
system, voters would be able to 
indicate their preference, if 
their first choice faded to get SO 
percent to be elected. But there 
would also be a top-up of MPs 
from the party lists, elected in 
proportion to the parties' total 
votes in the polls. 

The advantage with the sys- 
tem over other forms of PR is 
that it would retain the MPs’ 
links with their constituencies, 
but the snag is that to achieve 
a top up and keep the Com- 
mons roughly the same size. 



Cabinet 
heads 
for clash 
on union 
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By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


Joining forces: MPs (left to right) Jenny Tonge (Lib Dem), John Hayes (Con) and Oona King (Lab) launch the debt lapel chain, the symbol of 
Christian Aid's campaign to wipe out Third World debt. The chains cost £1 each Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Blair paves way for Labour losses 


By Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


THE Prime Minister yesterday 
prepared the ground for 
Labour kisses in tomorrow's Lo- 
cal elections with party fears 
that complacency would keep 
the voters at home. 

Tony Blair told a press con- 
ference in London that unless 
the lories managed to take con- 
trol of a number of new local 
authorities, then they were in 
severe difficulty. 

But he then added: “Of 
course we don’t want serious 
losses at alL What I'm saying 
is that we had in 1994 an ex- 


traordinarily good set of 
results. 

“It would defy all the rules 
of politics if we managed to 
achieve as good a result or any- 
thing near as good a result as 
that, although the feedback on 
the ground is actually good, but 
there is the issue of turnout,” 

In a considered appeal to 
people who had previously vot- 
ed Labour, the Prime Minister 
said: “I know that many Labour 
voters believe they did their job 
last year by voting for the 
Labour government It would 
be a real mistake to stay at 
home on Thursday and not 
bother to vote. 


“That way people could end 
up getting a Conservative or 
Liberal Democrat council by 
tbe bade door, lb get the best 
deal for local people, it’s im- 
portant that local councils and 
central government work 
together.” 

That appeal — identical to 
appeals made by the Ibries 
when they were in office - un- 
derlined the fears of the party 
m achin e that they could be fac- 
ing embarrassing losses and 
the appearance of a loss of 
momentum. 

But Mr Blair added that the 
Times had already claimed they 
were on track for a political 


comeback in the elections, and 
he said: ‘They claim to have re-* 
formed their party, they claim 
to have learned the lessons of 
defeat 

“If they don’t make very big 
gains this Thursday it will be a 
crushing blow to them.” 

Paul Burstow, the Liberal 
Democrat local government 
spokesman, said yesterday that 
the Conservatives needed to 
make 500 gains nationwide, 
and the Liberal Democrat 
leader, Paddy Ashdown, said his 
party offered relief from one- 
party rule - under whichever 
party. 

Asked about Labour’s 


spending review, Mr Blair said 
that it would generate extra in- 
vestment for priority areas like 
schools and hospitals, but he 
warned that extra cash would 
be tied to reform. 

“We want better, schools, 
better hospitals,” he said. 

But he added: “That comes 
not just through more money 
but by making sure also that we 
have the right structures in 
place and the right programme 
in place for reform and 
change.” 

More than 4,000 seats are 
being contested in the elections, 
including all those on the 32 
London boroughs. 


Award Winner 1 997 and 1 998 -What Mortgage Magazine. 
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Lib Dems cash in on 
sleaze and poor services 


By David Walker 
and Linus Gregoriades 


“WE are taking our message 
entirely from Peter Mandel- 
son,” according to Stephen 
Hitchins, liberal Democrat 
leader in the north London bor- 
ough of Islington, “the people 
deserve better, it's time for a 
change.” 

Solid Labour Islington, for- 
mer borne of Ibny Blair himself, 
is under assault, accused of 
levying excessive council tax, 
borrowing profligately (Isling- 
ton’s £S00m debt is blamed by 
the Liberal Democrats on the 
former council leader, now 
Blairite loyalist MP Margaret 
Hodge) and badly managing its 
education and soda! services. 

There is such a disparity,” 
Mr Hitchins says. “In booming, 
trendy Islington the quality of 
services in almost every de- 
partment is below par.” It is a 
charge being made by the lib- 
eral Democrats across urban 
England as they position them- 
selves as the principal opponent 
of Labour hegemony in the big 
cities. Interestingly, there are 
some signs that such criti cisms 
are not entirely unwelcome ei- 
ther at Labour headquarters or 
in Tony Blair’s inner counsels. 

In Doncaster and Hull. 
Labour's reputation has been 
damaged by allegations of 
sleaze - though whether voters 
tomorrow will move beyond 
complaining to vote for the Lib- 
eral Democrats is by no means 
certain. In Liverpool and Hack- 
ney ip north-east London the 
charge against Labour is dis- 
organisation - though in Hack- 
ney the Liberal Democrats' 
current 17-strong complement 
of councillors includes n num- 
ber of Labour renegades and in 
Liverpool the strength of the 
Liberal Democrats owes some- 
thing to their old association 
with Protestantism. 

There wfll be a “Donnygate” 
factor of some kind. Ian 
Horner, the Liberal Democrat 
regional co-ordinator for York- 
shire, says: “Wc are confident 
of having an increase share in 


the vote but whether this will 
translate into seats we don’t 
know. We got a massive swing 
in Stainfbrth fwbere Labour lost 
a seat in a by-election in Feb- 
ruary] but replicating that will 
be difficult. We will be looking 
to pick up one or two seats and 
anything more is a bonus.” 

The picture is similar in 
Hull where a fortnight ago 
Labour - tainted by allega- 
tions of corruption - lost a seat 
in a by-election in Bootbfeny. 
The victor, Andrea Walker, 
sees her party picking up a few 
more - which will do little to 
dent Labour’s control of the 
council, but would give her 
party a “louder voice”. 

What she registers is public 
discontent with the perfor- 
mance of the council - which is 
boosted by a feeling that Ibny 
Blair’s administration has let 
people down. 

“Hull is coming bottom on 
league tables all the time - 
which is the responsibility botb 
of the dfy and of the county 
council from which it inherited 
schools and social services, 
which was also Labour con- 
trolled. People are turning to us 
as an alternative.” 

Lib Dem organisation, how- 
ever, is weak in Labour’s York- 
shire strongholds. But across the 
Pe names they may see gains in 
cities such as Oldham. 

London may give the party 
its most spectacular gains. Ac- 
cording to Stephen Hitchins in 
Islington, the fact that Lon- 
doners will also be voting in the 
referendum on the future shape 
of the capital’s government will 
not add much to turn out. The 
party’s best hopes, after Isling- 
ton and Hackney, are the south- 
ern boroughs of Lambeth 
(where they are numerically the 
largest party), Southwark and 
Lew isham. 

Yet there are signs that 
Labour losses, in moderation, 
would not be unwelcome at par- 
ty headquarters. “These wfll be 
the lost elections under the 
old dispensation," one of Mr 
Blair’s Inner circle said yester- 
day - meaning that next lime 


round party headquarters 
would have an unbreakable 
lock on the process of selecting 
candidates while Labour’s plans 
for “best value” in council ser- 
vices would put the squeeze on 
less efficient and high spending 
authorities. 

While Deputy Prime Minis - 
ter (and Hull MP) John Prescott 
is opposed to proportional rep- 
resentation in local government 
elections, some of Mr Blair’s 
aides are seeking alternatives to 
the existing set-up, if only to pre- 
vent the kind of one-party dom- 
inance it has enjoyed in places 
such as Doncaster. 


TONY BLAIR has decided to 
risk a public dash with some of 
the Labour Party’s biggest fi- 
nancial backers by siding with 
employers in a key dement rtf 
legislation on union rights. ; 

The Prune Minster is ex- 
pected to tell the Cabinet to- 
morrow that he is determined 
to enforce stringent tests before 
a union can win recognition at 
the workplace. 

In particular, he will reveal 
that the White Paper on “fair- 
ness at work”, due to be pub- 
lished within weeks, will insist " 
that employees' representatives- - 
have to win 40 per cent back- 
ing of the relevant workforce in 
a ballot, not just a simple mar 
joriiy of those voting. 

The Confederation of 
British Industry originally ar- 
gued for a 50 per cent thresh- 
old, but has subsequently 

accepted the 40 per cent figure. 

In the teeth of Opposition 
from some union leaders, John 
Monks, general secretary of 
theTUC, offered a compromise 
of 30percenL ... 

Some leading trade unionists ; 
will reluctantly accept the Prime 
Minister’s formula - given oth- 
er employee-friendly elements 
of the White Paper- while oth- = 
ers will be less gracious. 

Bill Morris, general secretary 
of the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union, yesterday sug- 
gested that there be a referen- 
dum on the White Paper among 
all 7 million union members. 

While Mr Blair is anxious to 
agree with the CBI on an issue 
which has received the most 
public attention* he is expected . 
to offer unions something in re- 
turn. The Prime Minister will 
fed the need to placate more 
union-minded government col- 
leagues and maintain the How 
of funds from unions into 
Labour Party coffers. 

More to trade unionists’ lik- 
ing is likely to be a decision on 
who will draw up the con- 
stituencies for ballots. The CBI 
wanted employers to define 
the boundaries of the “bar- 
gaining unit” with a right of ap- 
peal for unions. But Margaret" 
Beckett, President of the Board 
of Tirade, has told employees’ 
leaders that the initiative wfll ini- 
tially lie with unions. 

If the boundaries are dis- 
puted, the company will have 
the right of appeal, to an 
independent body - a revamped 
Central Arbitration Committee, 
which will make the final 
decision. 

It is expected that the White 
Paper will suggest that organi- 
sations with fewer than 30 work- 
ers be excluded from the law. 
The CBI originally called for a 
limit of 50 employees, while the 
TUC preferred a system in 
which recognition would be 
granted in firms of fewer than 
10 workers dependent on ma- 
jority union membership. 


.©‘I <1 


Green Hagl* 


Motoring Assistance 




3.5 MILLION 
MEMBERS 
CANT 
BE WRONG. 


3.5 million drivers know thoyre better off 
wfth Green Rag. In fact, we’re no confident 
of our service that If we don’t reach you 
within an hour you ran claim E10 back. 

Cover starts f rom only EM.OO’per annum. 

To find out more, contact us right now. 

http : //www.greenflag.co,uk 

_ suhieel lo an aOditwnM of £1 

. WE tfeAYE i 


CIS. 




■fi 


:e 


up 




on J 

^Shts'^ 


7/NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY i> MAY 


e., 


■.,1^ 


"‘V 

‘"•'CBi. 


Tin Pan 

Alley set for 
a musical 
renaissance 


By Clare Gamer 
and Caron Lipman 


THE area around London's Tin Ran 
Alley - Denmark Street, in Soho - 
could be revitalised if proposals for 
a major national music centre are 
approved. 

The planned multi-faceted 
music venue, which would include 
a large performance space, a hotel, 
a television station, a radio station, 
a satellite link, restaurants, bare 
and music-themed retail outlets, 
would be situated near Tottenham 
Court Road Underground station 
close by Denmark Street, the tradi- 
tional home ot the music business 
in the capital. 

The project, dubbed Music Inc, 
is the brainchild of Laurence 
Kirschel. who has previously owned 
a number of music venues including ■ 
Ronnie Scott’s. The Rainbow, the 
old and new Marquees. He also 
developed Terence Conran's restau- 
rant Mezzo on Dean Street. He will 
submit his plans for developing the 
heart of London’s music industry to 
Camden Council in the next couple 
of months. 

“The plan is to creale a com- 
pletely new institution, a cultural cen- 
tre tor all kinds of music, including 
everything - folk, jazz, rock n’ roll, 
reggae ” said a source close to the 
project “Britain makes so much 
good music but there is no one to 
develop it ... It's not just a themed 
restaurant. It's very big and very, very 
expensive ... It’s not one of these 
Planet Hollywood, 'we've got a few 
famous names' places. We’re talk- 
ing about institutional names.” 

The source added that current 
music venues are badly designed, 
with poor facilities. Music Inc would 
aim to promote new bands rather 
than just ''focusing on the golden 
oldies,” he said. The plans include 
revamping Denmark Street, but the 
street itself is likely to remain intact. 
The street is parr of a conservation 


area with some listed buildings dat- 
ing back to the 17ib century. 

The list of the street's past in- 
habitants reads like a history of rock 
’n’ roll. The Rolling Stones record- 
ed “Route 66” in the then Regent 
Sounds Studios (No 4); the Sex Pis- 
tols lived above a shop (No 6), as did 
the ali-girl trio Bananarama; David 
Bowie. Ray Davies, Tom Jones and 
Rod Stewart used tu hung out at La 
Giocnnda. a musicians’ cafe (No 9). 
while George Harrison, Bob Dylan, 
Eric Gapton and Mark Knopflcr all 
frequented Andy’s Guitar Workshop 
at No 27. 

It was at Mills Music Ltd ( No 20) 
that young Reg Dwight started his 
working life in the post room for the 
princely sum of £4.50 a week, before 
he became Elion John. And on 27 
October 1969. he wrote his first bit, 
“Your Song”, with Bernie 1hupin. 
Paul McCartney, Sting, Status Quo 
and the Moody Blues bought in- 
struments at Rose Morris Music (No 
11), one of Britain’s leading musi- 
cal instrument stores. Preserved in 
concrete on the pavement outside 
are the handprints of Level 42 and 
Joan Armalrading. 

Tommy Steele. Adam Faith. Cliff 
Richard and Petula Dark were fre- 
quent visitors at Peter Maurice Mu- 
sic Co, which has occupied No 21 
since the 1930s. Next door, at No 22, 
is the UK’s most famous guitar 
shop. Rhodes Music, patronised by 
the Who, Stevie Wonder and Bryan 
Adams. And so it goes on. 

Mr Kirschel is director of Free- 
holder Consolidated Developments 
Ltd, which owns a large Nock of land 
taking in buildings between the 
northern end of Charing Cross 
Road, St Giles High Street and Den- 
mark Street. He refused to comment 
on the plans “due to the sensitivity 
with Camden Council”. Successive 
companies have tried and failed to 
develop the area, which is one of the 
few remaining large prime-site 
locations in central London. 



Seventies fever 
is staying alive 
in the Nineties 


The beat goes on: Adam Garda, in his first West End starring role as the disco heart-throb Tony Manero. 
strutting his stuff with Anita Louise Combe Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

THE Seventies revival 
received its biggest test last 
night 

Reprising on fashions 
and dance styles does have 
some sociological and 
historical relevance. 
Bringing back the Bee Gees* 
window-shattering falsettos 
is a high-risk strategy. 

But die Impresario 
Robert Stigwood, who 
discovered the group back 
in the Sixties, has kept the 
faith. Yesterday be opened 
his {4m stage musical of the 
1977 hit film Saturday Night 
Fever in the West End, 
boasting not only all the Bee 
Gees 1 originals snch as 
“Stayin’ Alive” and “Night 
Fever”, bot also two new 
songs written by the group 
especially for this 
production. 

Whether that brings in 
the crowds In 1998 remains 
to be seen. 

The Seventies film made 
a star ont of John TYavolta, 
who, unsur prisingly was not 
prepared to relive his youth 
on the Palladium stage. 

Instead, Stigwood 
decided to gamble on Adam 
Garcia in his first West End 
starring role as white-soiled 
disco heart-throb Ibny 
Manero living Tor Saturday 
nights at the 2001 Odyssey 
disco, with another leading 
member of die cast. Simon 
G re iff, as Bobby C, straight 
ont of drama schooL 

No risks were bring 
taken with the 
choreography, which was 
entrusted to Arlene Phillips, 
the founder of the Seventies 
dance troupe Hot Gossip. 

She also directed the 
production, and promised 
that she would bring out in 
the stage production the 
often forgotten “dark, racist 
and sexist” elements of Che 


FIRST NIGHT: 
SATURDAY NIGHT 
FEVER: LONDON 
PALLADIU M 

movie. She said in a recent 
Interview that she was in no 
doubt of the current 
Seventies craze. 

“1 look at Time Otn and 
every single week there’s 
another Seventies dub or 
Seventies night.” 

Why is that? “The 
music’s good, it’s 
energising, and everything 

comes round. Every era 
comes back.” 

It is 22 years since the 
rock journalist Nik Cobn 
largely invented (by his 
own admission) an article 
for New York magazine 
about working-class guys 
going dancing in 
Brooklyn. 

The rights for the piece 
were bought by Stigwood 
the day the magazine 
appeared, and be produced 
a movie about it whose 
soundtrack sold 31 million 
copies. 

The show’s co-producer, 
David fan, was one of those 
whose life or at least 
lifestyle was changed. 

He says: “1 was 16 or 17 
when it was released and it 
bad an enormous impact on 
me. 

‘AH of a sudden, dancing 
was cool for guys, rather 
than hang in g out with a 
pint of lager.” 

David Ian, Stigwood 
and Panl Nicholas, the 
production team behind 
Saturday Night Fever , also 
produced Grease , now in 
its fifth year in the West 
End and also a Seventies 
movie hit with John 
Travolta. 

They will be hoping the 
formula will strike gold 
again — before the Eighties 
revival sets in. 
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Blair and Major set to 
bolster ‘yes* campaign 


By David McKittrick 

Ineland Correspondent 

THE DEBATE within the 
Unionist and Protestant com- 
munity over the Good Friday 
agreement raged on yesterday 
with opposing factions charac- 
terising it as either the best way 
ahead or a constitutional 
calamity. 

The Prime Minister, Tony 
Blair, is due in Belfast today, to- 
gether with John Major, for a 
visit which the pro-agreement 
forces hope will galvanise a so- 
far lacklustre campaign leading 
up to the May 22nd referen- 
d um?; . 

The “‘yes" campaign has to 
date been a quiet affair, partly 
because many of those in 
favour tend to support it not 
with great enthusiasm but be- 
cause they feel it is the least- 
worst, or possibly the only op- 
tion, available. 


IRISH REFERENDUM 



MAY 22 


By contrast the “no” cam- 
paign, unsurprisingly for an en- 
terprise Jed by the Rev Ian 
Paisley, has been much more 
conspicuous and vociferous. But 
although it has generated more 
activity it has yet to create a 
sense of momentum or a band- 
wagon effect within Unio nism. 

The Presbyterian church, the 
largest Protestant denomina- 
tion in Northern Ireland, yes- 
terday delivered a judgement on 
the agreement which stopped 
short of calling for a “yes” vote. 
Its detailed critique of the accord 
none the less applauded many 
parts of it, leaving the impres- 
sion that the church broadly 


favoured the accord. Its key sen- 
tence read: “The agreement 
does not represent defeat or 
assimilation but is rather a po- 
litical accommodation, which 
could be a way out of the dark- 
ness of the last 30 years into a 
better future.” 

On the Unionist political 
front the language deployed 
was less restrained. A loose con- 
federation of anti-agreement el- 
ements including Mr Paisleys 
party, Robert McCartney’s UK 
Unionists and dissenting mem- 
bers of David Trimble’s Ulster 
Unionists, formally launched 
their campaign with the slogan 
“ft’s right to say no." 

Mr McCartney declared: 
“It is a positive campaign. A 
yes’ vote means the end of our 
link with Britain.” Of Mr Trim- 
ble he said: “This man is putty 
in the hands of experienced ne- 
gotiators.” 

William Ross, one of Mr 


Trimble’s MPs, said: “I intend 
to stick with this until my par- 
ty comes to its senses.” 

A pointed rejoinder to the 
“no” campaign came from the 
Progressive Unionist Party, 
some of whose leading mem- 
bers have served prison sen- 
tences for involvement in 
loyalist violence. 

BOiy Hutchinson, a party 
spokesman, said: “All of those 
people out there in the 'no' 
campaign had better take re- 
sponsibility. If they are going to 
frighten people with a united 
Ireland then they will be re- 
sponsible for creating more 
deaths. Those people who say 
we are on a road to a united Ire- 
land had better realise that 
they are making people very, 
very nervous and this is matring 
people pull triggers.” 

Meanwhile, six republican 
prisoners were transferred from 
British to Irish jails yesterday. 



Mask of division: An 'Ian Paisley 1 at a Sinn Fein ‘Free die PbWs* rally at Crossmaglen 


Photograph: Brian Harris 
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No surrender 
to settlement 
in heartland of 
the hard-liners 
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THERE IS little welcome for 
the peace settlement at Porta- 
dawn, the unyielding heartland 
of Ulster Protestantism. In- 
stead, the mood among many is 
one of fatalism and anger. The 
Loyalist cause has been, they 
say, casually tossed away in the 
interest of political expediency. 

The view in this town, where 
Protestants make up 73 per cent 
of the population, is that 
decades of bombing and shoot- 
ing by the Provisional IRA has 
ended with Sinn Fein getting 
what they wanted over tea and 
biscuits at Stormont. 

Portadown is the con- 
stituency of Ulster Unionist 
leader, David Trimble, who is of 
course campaigning for a yes 
vote. But it is also the home 
town of Billy Wright, the mur- 
dered leader of the Loyalist Vol- 
unteer Force. Supporters of 
the paramilitary say that since 
the politicians have betrayed 
them, the only option left is 
relentless and violent direct 
action. 

It is no empty threat. The 
Good Friday peace accord was 
followed by a series of sectari- 
an attacks on Catholics, in- 
cluding the murders of a 
29-year-old man at Portadown, 
and a 22-year-old student at 
Crumlin, Co Antrim. The se- 
curity sources blamed the LVH 
Portadown wfll also be the 
location of one of the most po- 
tentially explosive confronta- 
tions of the coming months, the 
Orange Order Drumcree 
march through the Catholic 
Garvachy Road. 

Last Friday the recently in- 
stituted Parades Commission is- 
sued restrictions on two Loyalist 
marches. At Portadown, Protes- 
tant activists declare such in- 
terference will not be tolerated 
when it comes to Drumcree. 

Ivor Young's rapidly growing 
Concerned Protestants Com- 
mittee will be co-ordinating 
many of the planned marches 
and rallies of the marc hing sea- 
son. On his front room wall 
hangs a sketch of Orangemen 
parading to Drumcree Parish 
Church. 

Mr Young said: “We do not 
accept this Parades Commis- 
sion, they are just representing 
the British Government. They 
have no right to tell us what to 
do. The people will be going to 
their church at Drumcree. It is 
not the Loyalists who cause 
trouble there, it is the Nation- 
alists whipped up by Sinn 
Fcin/IRA. 

David Trimble has let us 
down badly. If he stands here 
again I don’t think hell get back 
in. he is just one of the politi- 
tnans who has sold us down ihe 
river. 

“Of course there will be vio- 
lence in the future. I don’t 
think Tony Blair understands 
[he situation; the Loyalists have 
been left with no option but to 
fight hack. What he doesn’t 
understand is that we could be 
seeing things which arc 10 times 


worse than anything that has 
gone on before.” 

In the town centre blasted 
last year by a 3001b IRA bomb, 
Richard Armstrong, 42. a 
company director, says he has 
no time for Loyalist paramili- 
taries but is also against the 
agreement. 

He said: “Unlike a lot of 
people, 1 have actually studied 
the document. It seems to mean 
all things to all men. I can't see 
how it can work when the 
avowed aim of Sion Fein is a 
United Ireland If the referen- 
dum was held tomorrow I 
would vote no." 

There were, however, a few 
voices of hope. Susan Johnston, 
S3, is at pains to. point out that 



‘David Trimble 
has let us down 
badly. If he stands 
here again, I 
don’t think he’ll 
get back in’ 


people are simply loo weary and 
battered by the years of strife. 
“I was so happy about the 
agreement at Easter that I ac- 
tually got drunk for the first time 

in 10 years. My husband was 
most shocked" she said 

“This is our last chance, we 
have had 28 years of the trou- 
bles and it has got us nowhere. 
We simply do not want any 
more killings in the future. It’s 
got to stop." 

Whether that happens or not 
may well be out of the hands of 
people like her. Less than 200 
yards from where she stood 
speaking, rising above the red 
white and blue kerb stones of 
the Protestant estates are the 
murals mourning the martyr- 
dom of Billy Wright, and the slo- 
gans of Loyalism’s defiant last 
stand. “LVF - the true defend- 
ers”, “No Surrender”, and 
“Marching Not Thlking - 

Drumcree 98.” 



LACOSTE 













•ghts 


-■- ;^h # 


•*. ) 




9/NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 6 MAY 1*998 


Push to the summit promises to take the breath away 



r-t'.vJI 

STEPHEN GOODWIN 


Diary 

Base Camp 

T HIS could be my last diary 
from Base Camp before our 
push for the 3,848m summit 
of Everest. The weather is still un- 
settled, sun in the morning and snow 
showers in the afternoon, but we 
have had a favourable forecast 
and Dave Walsh, our guide, is keen 
to move up to a higher camp to 
be poised should a summit 
opportunity arise. 

Lengthy, that is diary length, 
communication from higher camps 
is unlikely. The team has VHF ra- 
dios for operational and emergency 
use but the only diary pieces I have 
got down from higher up during our 
earlier acclimatisation climbs have 
been written on paper and carried 
down to Base Camp by a Sherpa for 
onward transmission by friends. 

So this may be the occasion for 
me to talk of my hopes and fears be- 
fore once again we enter the mov- 
ing labyrinth of the Khumbu IcefalJ 
en route to Advanced Base Camp 
(Camp 2). Hopes are simple. 1 
would like to get as high as possi- 
ble consistent with getting down safe- 
ly. Unlike my team-mates on this 
commercial expedition, marketed by 
Himalayan Kingdoms Expeditions of 
Sheffield, I have not personally in- 
vested £25,000 to £30,000 in at- 
tempting to climb to the top of the 
world, and I have no flag to wave. 

I feel some sympathy for Josie 
Kieran, the 44-year old nurse from 
Dundalk, who is carrying an Irish flag 
presented to her by the president, 
Mary McAleese. 

Josie would be the first Irish 
woman to the s ummi t. Though she 
would probably brush aside my con- 
cern that the “flag and the first" are 
potentially dangerous pressures -li- 
able to push one beyond a point of 
safe return -history suggests it is real 
enough. Flags and nationalism have 
been a bane of mountaineering. 
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For Josie, more hillwalker than 
dimber, it is going to be a testing few 
days. So I have fears for my team- 
mates, all of whom have more in- 
vested in the summit, financially and 
emotionally, than I do. 

This morning, before breakfast, 
I lay in my sleeping bag and re-read 
Sir Edmund Hfllaiy’s account of 
reaching the summit with Sherpa 
Tenzing Norgay in 1953 - the first 




ascent What comes through is the 
sheer physically wearying ordeal of 
it - even for a supremely fit man, as 
the big New Zealander certainly was 
at the time. 

I am no Hillary and exhaustion 
is Dne of my fears. Going up the 
Lhotse Fhce to Camp 3 at 7,200m 
was sapping enough. This time we 
will have bottled oxygen from then 
on. But I will have to cany two bot- 


tles on my back and what if the 
Russian-made system malfunctions 
or freezes in the bitter cold? 

So far I have coped pretty well 
with altitude and have had -no bad 
headaches- We have done all the 
right things about acclimatising 
slowly - goodness, we have been in 
Nepal for nearly seven weeks. So 
maybe I am being irrational, but even 
so the possibility of serious altitude 


sickness striking suddenly, and my 
not being able to descend quickly to 
relieve it, is perhaps my biggest fear. 

Another nagging worry around 
the camp, certainly among the clients, 
is how closely engaged the Sberpas 
are in our enterprise. John Hunt is 
unstinting in his praise for the Sber- 
pas” “ magnific ent” effort in 1953 and 
their co-operation in the essential 
teamwork of the whole party. 


%k 


Well our nine Sherpas seem a 
friendly, cheerful enough bunch 
but I suspect the idea of teamwork 
anr! joint enterprise has faded since 
1953. It is hardly surprising. Ever- 
est climbing is business. Just as we 
are a commercial expedition, Sher- 
pas are contractors, doing a job for 
a price and often in a manner they 
themselves largely dictate. 

Perhaps I should dispel a myth 


Dear Diary: Stephen 
Goodwin at Base Camp 
yesterday preparing for 
the summit assault 
photograph: Sun deep 
Dhillon using a Fuji DS-300 
digital camera 


that may linger in some min ds. 
Everest expeditions do not advance 
up the mountain with the lightly 
ladened sahibs followed Indian-file 
by bow-backed Sherpas. cooks and 
cook boys. On the mountain, we 
hardly ever see our Sherpas, except 
coming in the opposite direction. 
Both groups carry out their tasks 
independently. 

Sherpas these days are analogous 
to jobbing builders. You employ 
them, but they will have their own 
fixed ideas about how best to do the 

job and when they will turn up or 
knock off for tea. 

Unfortunately our Sherpas seem 
to have decided not all the team will 
get high on Everest and therefore, 
contrary to instructions, they did not 
need to put up another tent at 
Camp 3 where last month we 
crammed three people into each of 
two cosy two-man tents. 

The job should have been done 
days ago while we were away down 
the valley in Dmgboche. Dave Walsh 
will now have to insist on another 
tent, but the Sherpas 1 bolshy stub- 
bornness (foes not augur well for the 
vitally necessary co-operation we 
will need at the South Col and 
above. 

A signal difference, of course, be- 
tween the 1953-type expedition and 
commercial ventures such as ours is 
over the selection of snmmiteers. 
Hunt, or Chris Bonington in his big 
1970s climbs, could pick the 
strongest pair for the summit lad and 
the rest of the party would have to 
be content with some reflected 
glory as part of the team. 

On a commercial trip, once the 
punter has paid his or her £25,000, 
he or she must feel entitled to an 
equal shot at the summit, no mat- 
ter how illusory, or even dangerous, 
the guides - or Sberpas - may feel 
this is. 
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Arafat fights 
last-ditch battle 
for his health 




By Patrick Coekbum 

Jerusalem 


HOW sick is Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader? For sever- 
al years his visitors have noticed 
he sometimes tucks his hands 
under his legs when he is sitting 
down to conceal the fact that 
they are s haking . Diplomats 
have seen him taking pills pre- 
scribed by his doctors, but do 
not know details of his med- 
ication. 

At one moment, Israel set up 
an informal committee to advise 
on the state of Mr Arafat's 
health. It decided he did not 
have Parkinson's disease, 
though he does have many of 
the symptoms, such as shaking 
limbs and lips and fixed eyes. 

His closest aides are pro- 
tective. They say many of the 
signs of bis deteriorating health 


are the consequence of his 
plane crash in Libya on 7 April 
1992. 

Several months after the 
crash doctors in Jordan re- 
moved a blood dot in his brain, 
an apparent result of the crash 
landing. 

Mr Arafatis 69 and works fa- 
mously hard, particularly at 
night. Few decisions in the 
Palestinian Authority, which 
runs Gaza and the Palestinian 
enclaves on the West Panic, are 
reached without him 

But since Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu was elected Israeli 
prime minister in 1996 the 
Palestinian leader has been de- 
pressed- his depression some- 
times coming dose to a nervous 
breakdown. 

He speaks less in En glish 
than be used to, and his aides 
seem to coach him more. 
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But there are few signs that 
Mr Arafat's memory is fading. 
He is as deft as ever in ma- 
noeuvring within Palestinian 
politics as was demonstrated 
during the latest crisis in 


relations with the Islamic mili- 
tant group Hamas. His political 
problems have more to do 
with Mr Netanyahu's intransi- 
gence. The Israeli leader is 
prepared to talk at almost 


any length about the Oslo ac- 
cord, but not to implement iL 


gy of trying .to cultivate Amer- 
ican, European and Arab 
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Yasser Arafat m London ,. 
yesterday after meeting 
Tory Blair. Observers . : 

have commented on the 
Palestinian teaderfa sfcfcty 
appearance 


Photograph: Paul Hacketr 






Since Netanyahu 
was elected, . 
the Palestinian 
leader has .. 
suffered serious 
depression 


support in order to put pressure 
on Israel. He has steered away 


Nevertheless, the Palestinian from suggestions that the Pales- 
leader is sticking to his strate- rinians need to prove on the 


streets that they will not accept 
the present status quo. 


If Mr Arafat dies, Abu 
Mazen, who negotiated so 
much of the Oslo agreement, is 
his most obvious successor. But 
whoever takes over will de- 
pend on the Palestinian securi- 


Albright 


shows her 


fear of 


Netanyahu 


By Robert Fisk 

Middle East Correspondent 


THERE was a moment yester- 
day morning that captured the 
hopelessness of the Middle 
Eak “peace process". On a 
sofa just outside the coffee sa- 
lon of the Churchill Hotel in 
London there slumped a fa- 
miliar figure. There was no ob- 
vious security, just a tali, State 
Department spokesman and 
the woman sitting white-faced 
with exhaustion on the settee. 
Madeleine Albright looked like 
she was on the point of collapse. 

Only hours before, she had 
telephoned Yasser Arafat to 
plead her excuses. She could not 
come to see him as agreed, she 
said. She was simply too tired 
to drive over to Claridges for 
their meeting Arafat burst into 
laughter when the call was over. 

Never mind that his own 
state of health -shacking to be- 
hold Mien only a few feet from 
him -was far worse than Mis Ak 
bqgbfs. But when it came to Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, a few hours 
later, Mrs Albright was off in her 
limousine to meet -the Israeli 
Prime Minister at his hotel. 

And what came over most 
strongly yesterday was Mrs Al- 
bright's fear of Mr Netanyahu, 
indeed perhaps her fear of Is- 
rael. Mr Arafat and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
had already accepted America's 
conditions for the 1 1 May invi- 
tation to meet President BDI 
Clinton in Vi&shington. Mr Ne- 
tanyahu had not responded. 
He was flying back to Israel to 
consult bis cabinet. But when 
Mrs Albright talked to us later 
- hesitant and sometimes con- 
fusing or forgetting questions - 
she was all praise for the Israeli 
Prime Minister who is forging 
ahead with Jewish settlements 
on the land Mr Arafat wants as 
part of his Palestinian state. 

Mr Netanyahu, we heard, 
was encouraging. He had pro- 
duced “new ideas". He was en- 
thusiastic. He was “helpful." She 
was very grateful to Mr Ne- 
tanyahu. As for Israel's securi- 
ty demands -which now include 
a decrease in the number of Mr 
Arafat’s policemen - “it is ob- 
viously up to Israel to decide 
what its security demands are 

But that was the whole point. 

Since Israel, on “security” 
grounds, is still refusing to give 
up more than 9 per cent of oc- 
cupied land —an odd 11 percent 

figure surfaced during the day al- 
though the Israelis would not of- 
ficially confirm it - this effectively 

gave Israel the right to decide on 
the size of its withdrawals. 

When we asked Mrs Al- 
bright what all those new ideas 
were “ w hat possible progress 
she could be talking about af- 
ter two days in whit* Mr Ne- 
tanyahu and Mr Arafat couldn't 
even bring themselves to talk to 
each other on the telephone - 
we were informed that “more 
details do not help us to move 
forward". It was an odd phrase 


- but not as surprising as the 
admissi on that US proposals for 
Washington talks included an 
immediate move to what in 
the Oslo agreement are called 
“final status talks"- something 
that Mr Netanyahu has been de- 
manding for the past 12 months. 

So what did this mean? Ac- 
cording to Ms Albright, an “ac- 
celerated peace process”. But a 
glance at the Oslo treaty shows 
that it would probably allow Is- 
rael to stall on any further 
withdrawals - or reduce the 
amount of occupied Arab land 
it was prepared to. evacuate to 
a mere 25 percent, if that And 
Mr Arafat is not going to get a 






■Benjamin Netanyahu: No 
sign of his ‘new ideas’ 


Palestinian state on this little 
rump of territory, carved up as 
it already is by roads exclusive- 
ly for the use of Jewish settlers. 

Yet still Mis Albright talked 
of progress -she used the word 
at least 18 times in just a few min- 
utes. And so did Tony Blair an 
hour earlier. Only Mr Arafat, 
partly stooped as he stood out- 
side 10 Downing Street, gave any 
due to the fantasy worid in 
which the negotiators were im- 
mersing themselves. He had 
“heard” from Mrs Albright, he 
said, that there had been “some 
progress” and he would go wher- 
evcT necessary to save peace. 

It was when I asked him if 
he did not now. regret signing 
the Oslo agreement with Israel 
that the old man’s eyes suddenly 
widened and his voice- took on 
its old strength, “The peace 
agreement I signed was the 
peace of the brave,” he replied. 
“I signed with my partners 
Yitzhak Rabin, who paid with 
his life for this peace: It is our 
firm duly that we continue with 
the just endeavour we signwri 
with Mr Rabin and Peres.” 

There was deliberately no 
mention of Mr’Netanyahn. In- 
deed, in none of thesousd-bzzes 
he uttered yesterday did the Is- 
raeli leader come close to Mr 
Arafat’s albeit familiar promise. 
Nor did Mrs Albright. She re- 
marked of America’s peace- 
■^Iting efforts that “if sup to die 
parties [to decide] as to whether 
we are serving the vegetables 
welL” Perhaps thai will be writ- 
ten on Oslo’s tombstone. By 
contrast, Mr Arafat was mo- 
mentarily in Jefferson mode.' 

Leading article, page 20 
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ty services. He will also lack Mr 
Arafat’s popular appeal among 
the 6 million Palestinians in 
the world and his repuiationas J 
an old revolution aiy,“as well as 
a diplomat 
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After the tiff, euro partners 
prepare to kiss and make up 


■• . r ■ 



French and 
German views on 
the row over the 
central bank chief 
are poles apart. 
John Lichfield 
reports from Paris 
and Imre Karacs 
from Bonn 

AVIGNON, famously, has a 
bridge which reaches only half- 
way across the river. It may pro- 
vide a suitable metaphor for the 
state of Franco-German rela- 
tions when leaders of the two 
countries meet in the beautifuL 
town on the Rhone delta today. 

The timing of the summit, 
four days after the unpleasant 
French-German quarrel 
around the cradle of the newly 
bom euro, is either fortunate or 
unfortunate. The great likeli- 
hood is that President Jacques 
Chirac and Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl will seize the oppor- 
tunity to give a public display of 
friendship and understanding 
(falling just short of dancing /ous 
en rond on the bridge itself). It 
is in the interests of both men 
and both countries to do so: 
there is, ia any case, nothing 
pressing left for them to quar- 
rel about. The question re- 
mains: just how much damage 
was done to the Franco-Ger- 
man alliance - the foundation- 
stone of the European Union 
- by the weekend squabble? 

Some French commenta- 
tors have slated Mr Chirac for 
behaving in such a British way 
and holding the rest of the EU 
to ransom over a point of de- 
tail. Most have brushed off the 
affair as the usual unseemly 
haggling and shrieking which 
accompanies any great decision 
in the EU. The fact that the in- 
cident has been treated rela- 
tively lightly in France, and 
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Friends together-. Chirac and Kohl will make a public efisplay of accord Photograph; Reuters 


with great fury and indignation 
in Germany, is itself part of the 
story: the two countries may be 
inescapable of allies but they 
seem no longer to understand 
one another very wclL 

li was important for Mr 
Chirac to impose the French 
banker. Jean-Claudc Trichet, as 
eventual head of the Euro- 
pean central bank, for person- 
al-political reasons, more than 
national-political reasons. Mr 
Trichet is, in truth, disliked by 
French politicians, including 
Mr Chirac, because he is seen 
as too German, too much of a 
pin-striped banker; too much of 
a strong-currency man. 

It was inevitable that Ger- 
man, and British, commentators 
would see this as a French at- 
tempt to make the hank more 
political and more biddable. 
Under Mr Trichet, this is un- 
likely. It is significant that the 
markets, despite doomsday pre- 
dictions from British Euro-scep- 
lics, have taken a relaxed view 
of the weekend's brawL Hie 
markers seem to be saying it does 
not make a blind bit of differ- 
ence whether Mr Trichet or 
Dutch banker Wim Duisenberg 
is bead of the European central 
bank. Why did the French Pres- 
ident make such a fuss? 


Kohl squirms in 
face of bankers’ 
gloomy verdict 


BONN — At what age are in- 
ternational statesmen over the 
hill? Helmut KohL 68 years 
young and fresh from a slim- 
ming course, is trying to per- 
suade German voters he has 
another four years in him. Wim 
Duisenberg. in contrast, is an 
emaciated 62-year-old who 
dearly could not be expected to 
soldier on for eight years as 
head of the European Central 
Bank. 

This, in essence, is the disin- 
genuous line the German Chan- 
cellor has found himself selling 
since his return from Brussels. 
He was, he admitted, “ex- 
tremely annoyed" with the 
horse-trading but did not con- 
sider the outcome dishon- 
ourable. Election posters 
saluting the “stable euro” under 
Mr Kohl's benevolent gaze 
were still prominently displayed 
outside Christian Democrat 
headquarters yesterday. 

The “little family row” in 
Brussels, a senior CDU politi- 
cian predicted, would be for- 
gotten, perhaps, in five years. In 
The interim, the party must 

fight an uphill election battle on 

the EMU “acfuevement w with- 
out drawing too much attention 
to the humiliation just meted 
out to its chief architect 
“Helmut Kohl has certainly 

been damaged by this," admit- 

tad Theo Waigel the Finance 
Minister. Though to®""?' 
markets took the detect* >jo 
their stride, Germany’s angst-. 

ridden money-men are de- 
government heads 

have already na ® ed 1 the rf ^ 

cessorftoDuisenbe^jMd^ 

ba breach of the JMaatridrtJ 
TVeatv” lamented KJaus-D*- 
eter Kfihbacher, a member of 
the all-powerful Bundesbank 
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tween now and September, 
when the Chancellor goes to the 
country for a fifth term. The im- 
pression that he allowed him- 
self to be bulldozed aside by the 
French President will certainly 
linger till election day. 

It is with this m mind that the 
Chancellor must defend hnnseff 
today in front of an emergency 
debate in the Bundestag, and 
then put on his smiling face for 
the meeting in Avignon with 
Brother Jacques. Another fam- 
ily squabble can, perhaps, be 
concealed this time from peep- 
ing neighbours, but the damage 
has been done. 

The minority of the German 
media that remain loyal to Mr 
Kohl speak of “long-term scars" 
to the special relationship be- 
tween France and Germany. 

Francophiles in the Chan- 
cellor’s entourage feel betrayed: 

the strategy of a common front 
with France on all major issues 
of European integration has 
been fatally undermined by the 
French. 

The mighty Bundesbank, 
which has grudgingly turned a 
blind eye to French accounting 

tricks in the past, will not for- 
get this. Frankfurt as well as the 
poli ticians on both sides of 
Bonn's parliamentary divide 
Hame Presdent Chirac, and are 
openly contemptuous of his J 

“pursual of French national in- 
terests at all cost”. 

: How Chancellor Kohl feels 
about the- weekend’s events is 
somewhat less relevant, given 

the prospect of his imminent re- 
tirement. thanks parity to his 
friends in Paris. But the high- 
handed way in which he was 
treated at the weekend is seen 

as an affront to all of Germany: 

a grudge to be borne by his suc- 
cessors. 

• The infamy of Brussels is 
thus set to mark a turning- 


CounciL i ne ^ set to mark a turaing- 

the treaty is P£'^S^ wor .. point. The FrancoGennan axis, 
When the Bundesbank ^^ofamyththanafact since 

voters reach for more m* j 


ries, German voters reachfor 
t(? Prozac. It 1 

*hat currency traders do be- 


more m a - — — — -- 

the departure of Francois Mit- 
terrand, is about to snap. 


Mostly personal pride and 
slubbomness. Mr Chirac's point 
was mostly to win a rare, per- 
sonal point (as a lamc-duck 
right-wing President, having to 
live with a left-of-centre gov- 
ernment); and partly to assert 
the ultimate right of politi- 
cians, and of France, to influ- 
ence such appointments. 

But was that worth such 
grief? In the French view, some 
of the German emotion has 
been cranked up for the voters. 
Bui why. then, did the divided 
French give such pain to Chan- 


cellor Kohl France's greatest 
ally and friend, in the run-up lo 
the most difficult election of his 
career? The truth is that, emo- 
tionally, the French-German 
relationship is not as solid as it 
was. A new generation of politi- 
cians in both countries - even 
Mr Chirac, who was 13 in 1945 
- are not so preoccupied by the 
war. There is no personal rela- 
tionship between Paris and 
Bonn to match the genuine 
warmth and understanding of 
Mitterrand-Kohl in the 1980s or 
Giscard -Schmidt in the 1970s. 


The Franco-German part- 
nership remains an immovable 
feature of the domestic, politi- 
cal landscape in both coun- 
tries. The fundamentals have 
not changed. Both countries are 
inescapably committed to the 
EU and therefore to one an- 
other. The advent of the euro, 
arguably, condemns Paris and 
Bonn to get on more than ever 
before. But there is a difference 
between rubbing along, with pe- 
riodic hursts of tension, and get- 
ting on well. How effectively 
Paris and Bonn work together 
is crucial to a scries of decisions 
in the next few years on the run- 
ning of the single currency and 
enlargement of the EU to the 
east (potentially the biggest of 
all sources of Franco-German 
tension ). It will, it seems, be up 
to a new generation of politi- 
cians to solve this puzzle. 

One lesson is that the 
French establishment has writ- 
ten off Mr KohL Mr Chirac cal- 
culated he had no need to 
please the old man any more. 

Almost exactly a year after 
Mr Chirac shot himself in the 
foot by calling an early gener- 
al election, the French (Social- 
ist) European Affairs Minister, 
Pierre Moscovici, is reported to 
have commented, snidety: 
“Chirac put the left in power in 
France in 1997; he's going to put 
the social democrats in power 
in Germany in 1998." 
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Small world: Japanese celebrate Children'i Oay yesterday at die Fuji Gufffver 
Kingdom park at Kamikuishiki, north-west of Tokyo Photograph: Itsuo Inouye/AP 


SPOT THE 
DIFFERENCE 


Specsavers single vision lenses plus frames S>6 4.95 



Specsavers Photochromic single vision lenses plus frames aXJrt, 


FREE PHOTOCHROMIC LENSES 

Photochromic lenses darken and lighten as the light changes, so you can wear the same spectacles indoors and 
outdoors in all conditions. Our lightweight plastic photochromic lenses normally cost £45 extra. Now, when you 
buy a pair of spectacles from our £64.95 price range or above, we’ll give you our standard plastic 
photochromic lenses free of charge, whatever your prescription. 

Available for a limited period only. While stocks last. Cannot be used In c on jun ct io n with any exher offer. 

Usual addUonal charge for special, bifocal and varifocal lens options still applius. 


Specsavers 

- Opticians - 


Now you can believe your eyes 






On average, 
men think about 

the F2 

every 6 seconds. 
















+ THE INDEPENDENT 

WEDNESDAY fa MAY I99S 

14 


14/NEWS 


*-• 



Sotting up: Workers fix a poster showing a giant Order of the Patriotic War (Second World War) on the colonnade 
in central St Petersburg in preparation for Che Victory Day celebrations on Saturday EPA/Anatoty Mahsev 


SA rugby on brink of 



over race row 


By Mary Braid 

in Johannesburg 


PRESSURE is mounting for 
Che resignation today of South 
Africa's rugby supremo, Louis 
Luyt, 24 hours before an ulti- 
matum runs out for him to stand 
down or face an international 
boycott which could cripple the 
sport. 

“Big Louis”, the bluff, con- 
troversial president of the South 
African Rugby Football Union, 
(Sarfu) is accused of presiding 
over a game tarnished by 
racism, nepotism, mismanage- 
ment and financial irregularities. 
He resisted attempts by Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela to launch 
an inquiry into the allegations 
against rugby, which Mr Luyt’s 
critics claim he runs as if it were 
his fiefdom. Four years ago 
rugby, a near-religion for marry 
Afrikaners and often an excuse 

* 


foe displays of racism and right- 
wing political sentiment during 
the apartheid era, was herald- 
ed by Mr Mandela as a sport 
which yet had the power to help 
rebuild the nation. 

Ibday there are st!D no black 
players in the national team and 
only five non-whites among 
more than 100 players in the Su- . 
per 12 competition. The rugby 
establishment is accused of do- 
ing nothing to take the game to 
the townships. Racism allega- 
tions were not helped by the res- 
ignation last year of Andre 
Markgraaff the national coach, 
after he was recorded referring 
to black rugby officials as “kaf- 
firs”. Last month a South 
African player was sent home 
from a tour of New Zealand af- 
ter calling a Mack South African 
female fa n a “kaffir”. 

The National Sport Council 
issued its boycott threat last 
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Luyt: A regime tainted by 
claims of racism and graft 

month after Mr Mandela was 
forced to defend his political de- 
cision in court, when Sarfu 
challenged his right to launch an 
inquiry. The Sports Council 
accused Mr Luyt of “humiliat- 
ing’’ the President and de- 
manded bis resignation, along 
with his entire executive. A 

successful boycott would make 

the South African rugby team 
pariahs again. 

Neither the Sports Council 
nor Mr Luyt is budging. Yes- 
terday the Natal Rugby Union 
called for him to take voluntary 
redundancy for the good of 
the game. 

Mluleki George, the Sports 
Council president, suggested 
Mr Luyt’s resignation alone 
might be sufficient to avert the 
boycott but warned that if he did 
not go, a ban on international 
games would come into opera- 
tion by the end of the month. 
The first casualty would be the 
Irish tour due this month. 

Yesterday the Sports Coun- 
cil was lobbying the Congress 
of South African Trade Unions 
(Gosatu) to back the boycott, al- 
ready blessed by the Sports 
Minister, Steve Tkhwete, and is 
believed to have the support of 
Mr Mandela’s cabinet, which 
might soon be notifying foreign 
governments that their rugby 
teams are not welcome in South 
Africa. 


/ Cosatu yesterday called for 

the resignation of William de 
VUliers, the judge who ordered 
Mr Mandela to appear iapoint 
and who ruled two weeks ago 
that the government had no 
right to investigate Sarfu. 

He has yet to give bis reasons 
for the ruling. A Cosatu 
spokesman criticised the judge 
for calling the President to 
court and said he was treating 
Mr Mandela and the country 
with contempt by delaying the 
reasons for his judgement Rug- 
by experts and sponsors, who 
have also called on Mr Luyt to 
go, say disaster looms and not 
just in South Africa. Australian 
and New Zealand rugby officials 
said the dispute between Sarfu 
and the government could force 
cancellation of this year’s lu- 
crative TH-nations series. 

Yesterday a phone confer- 
ence between rugby officials 
from all three countries was can- 
celled at the last minute. “Ws 
decided ~ to wait and see how 
thing s unfold,” said Dick Mc- 
Gruther, the Australian Rugby 
Union (ARU) chairman, “ft’s 
a South African problem that 
we are confident they will be 
able to resolve and we wanted 
to allow them that opportuni- 
ty before we get involved.” . 

He said the ARU would 
discuss the matter with the 
Australian government before 
deciding what further action to 
take. During the court case, 
sponsors warned that even if Mr 
Luyt won the legal battle he 
would Jose the wider war. 

Mr Luyt, it seems, is the last 
to accept the inevitable. The 
rugby writer Barry Glasspool 
said yesterday that even by his 
own stubborn standards, Mr 
Luyfs stand was “breathtaking’’. . 
Glasspool said it was incon- 
ceivable the NSC would bade 
down now. Whatever Mr Luyt 
believed, “rugby cannot operate 
without harmonious relations 
with the government and the 
Sports Council.” 


Croat death 
camp chief 
to face court 


By Phil Davison 

Latin America Correspondent 


IT WAS more than half a cen- 
tury later and a continent away 
but Dinko Shkic’s leer was the 
same. His alleged victims - 
Jews, Serbs and gypsies - went 
to their deaths watching that 
same twisted smOe on the face 
of their concentration camp 
commander. * 

As his neighbours booed 
and jeered, Sakic, 76, pulled the 
derisory smile for photogra- 
phers in Argentina when he was 
arrested last week on suspicion 
of war crimes. He is expected 
to be extradited to his native 
Croatia shortly to face trial in 
connection with tens of thou- 
sands of deaths at the notorious 
Jasenovac concentration camp. 

Sakic admits he ran Jaseno- 
vac but insists that no one was 
exterminated and that the vic- 
tims merely fell sick. “They 
died from an epidemic of ty- 
phoid. There were im cremation 
ovens he stated. His lawyer 
said he would not fight extradi- 
tion and would base his defence 
on the epidemic argument 

His wife, Nada, also said by 
Holocaust survivors to have 
taken port in exterminations, 
has not been detained by the 
Argentinians. 

Sakic and his wife had lived 
unnoticed in Argentina for 51 
years but he stunned his neigh- 
bours in the Atlantic coastal re- 
sort of Santa Teresita last month 
by revealing his fascist past in 
a television interview. He said 
for the first time that he had 
been commander of Jasenovac, 
about 50 miles south of the 
Croatian capital Zagreb from 
1942 until 1944, when Croatia 



Dinko Sakic Ran camp at 
jasenovac during WW2 

was a Nazi puppet state set up 
by Hitler as a buffer against 
communism. 

Under pressure from his 
country’s powerful Jewish com- 
munity, who have criticised the 
presence of ex-Nazis in the past, 
the Argentinian President, Car- 
los, Menem ordered his arrest 

Croatia admits that tens of 
thousands of Serbs. Jews and 
gypsies were exterminated at 
Jasenovac. But Serbs, Jewish 
groups and many historians say 
the figure was in the hundreds 
of thousands, and was compa- 
rable to Hiller’s own concen- 
tration camps inside Germany 
and Nazi occupied territory. 

Sakic was 21 when he took 

control of Jasenovac in 1942 un- 
der the Nazi-backed Ustashe 
government of Croatia. He also 
oversaw another concentration 
03111 P at Stara Gradiska, south- 

of Zagreb. Afier the war and 
. triumph of Tito's communists 
in Yugoslavia he first received 
aielter in Franco’s Spun before 
fleeing to Argentina in 1947. 
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First Lady 



criminal 

indictment 


By Mary Dejevsky 

<n Washington 


HILLARY CLINTON, who set 
a dubious precedent for First 
Ladies when she was sum- 
moned for questioning by slate 
prosecutors last year, will not be 
indicted for any criminal of- 
fence, it was confirmed yester- 
day - at least not yet 

Mrs Clinton had been ques- 
tioned six times In the 
labyrinthine Whitewater inves- 
tigation, most recently 10 days 
ago when her evidence was 
videotaped for presentation to 
the grand jury. 

Lawyers close to the inves- 
tigation stressed, however, that 
some of the evidence gathered 
during the Whitewater inquiry 
could be submitted to the two 
other grand juries currently in- 
vestigating alleged wrongdo- 
ing by the Clintons. One is 
considering the First Lady's in- 
volvement in dismissing mem- 
bers of the White House travel 
office and the possible misuse 
by the White House of FBI files; 
the other - whether Mr Ointon 
may have had an affair with a 
White House intern, Monica 
Lewinsky, and induced her to lie 
about it under oath. 

The allegations against Mrs 
Clinton concentrated on legal 
work she transacted for a failed 
Arkansas bank more than a 
decade agp. She was then a part- 
ner in the Rose law firm and her 
husband was state governor. 

The Clintons had invested in 
the speculative development 
project known as Whitewater, 
which was backed by the bank. 
They were suspected of abusing 
their influence to benefit them- 
selves and their associates - 
even though the project failed 
and the Clintons say they lost 
money. Thai Mrs Ointon would 
not be indicted had been fore- 
cast with increasing confidence 
in Washington in recent weeks 
as the Arkansas grand jury ap- 
proached the end of its man- 
date. Legal specialists agreed 
the indictment of a Fust Lady 
was unlikely without conclusive 
evidence of criminal activity. 

The judicial shadow that 
has bung over Mrs Clinton for 
much of her husband’s presi- 
dency has thus been lifted. Oth- 
er Clin ton associates have been 


less fortunate. The Chilians' for- 
mer ’business partner, Susan 
.McDouga), became the last 
person to be indicted in con- 
nection with Whitewater on 
Monday, when she was charged 
on three counts of refusing to 
testify and obstructing justice. 
Mrs McDougal has already 
spent 18 months in prison for 
civil contempt for refusing to 
testify. She claims independent 
prosecutor Kenneth Starr has 
pul pressure on her to implicate 
Mrs Ginlon. 

The other, Webster Hubbell. 
a former partner - with Mrs 
Clinton - in the Rose law form 
and former number three at the 
US Justice Department, has 
also been indicted on multiple 
counts of tax evasion and baud. 
Mr Huhbell, who has already 
served an 18-montb sentence 
for fraud in connection with 
Whitewater, says he regards 
the new charges as a fresh at- 
tempt by Mr Starr to extract in- 
criminating evidence from him 
against Mrs Clinton. 

Mr Hubbell subsequently 
found himself at the centre of 
a feverish bout of Wishington 
political in-fighting over taped 
conversations between himself 
and his wife while he was in jail. 
These suggested Mr Hubbell 
might know more about Hillary 
Clinton’s legal work in Arkansas 
than he had divulged. Late on 
Monday, amid an outcry from 
Democrats, the full tapes were 
released, which showed Mr 
Hubbell specifically absolving 
Mis Clinton. 

While Mrs Ointon might be 
in the dear over Whitewater, 
neither she nor President Clin- 
ton are out of the woods yet. As 
if reasserting his authority, Mr 
Starr yesterday called Vernon 
Jordan, an.' Influential black, 
businessman and presidential' 
confidante, to testify for the 
third time before the Washing- 
ton grand jury in the Lewinsky 
case. Mr Clinton’s private sec- 
retary, Betty Curry, is also ex- 
pected to be re-called. Both are 
suspected of concealing what 
they know about the relation- 
ship between Mr Clinton and 
Ms Lewinsky, in particular 
whether Ms Lewinsky’s silence 
may have been “bought" by a 1 
well-paying private-sector job 
arranged for her by Mr Jordan. 


Israelis accused of shooting 
at Palestinian reporters 

ISRAELI soldiers have been deliberately firing an Palestin- 
ian journalists covering unrest in 

cording to a report by the French-based Reporters sa as 
Routines. RSF^hicb defends press freedom 

25 journalists have been wounded in this way m the : past T S 
months. In the most recent incident, eight JoaiubM > 
wounded by rubber bullets fired by S 

ering demonstrations in Hebron on 13 March \^f^ “2 
ft isextremely concerned about the increase in wok* t a*S 
L the Israeli army against journalists in the occupied [terri- 
tories and called on the government to open an inquiry- 

Austria marks Holocaust 

rations. 
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Reef faces ruin 



bleaching I & earned Ijyns- 
' and freshwater flooding. The Great Bar- 
turBS , 2 "fnr nark in the world and ishome 
^^^OOOsheUmoflusc^UOO 
Jd^veral endangered species, including 

i J h,rtlK. 

• — Reuters, Sydney 




Indonesia police 
fire on rioters 


By Stephen 


Vines 


SERIOUS rioting has bro- 
ken out in the Indonesian 
city of Medan in which the 
police have fired live bullets 
at demonstrators. It is the 
first time police have taken 
such measures since civil 
unrest erupted this year in 
response -to the country's 
economic austerity pro- 
gramme. 

There were reports that 
several protesters were in- 
jured by bullets as rioting 
spilled onto the town’s main 
highway. An angry crowd is 
also said to have torched a 
police station. Thousands of 
rioters also looted Chinese- 
owned stores in Medan. 

Previously most protests 
in the Sumatran capital were 
confined to students but a 
police spokesman said yester- 
day. “It’s not a pure student 

protest anymore, because it 

Photograph: Reuters involves ordinary people. 


There are thousands of angry 
people trying to bum bouses. 
They are burning tyres and 
turning over cars." 

In the Indonesian capital 
Jakarta there was more vio- 
lence as students called for 
the removal of President 
Suharto. Police fired rubber 
bullets and tear gas canisters 
to disperse the crowd. At 
least five police officers and 
25 students are reported to 
have been injured. There 
were also dashes between 
students and police in Ban- 
dung, Java. 

The latest protests 
emerged after the govern- 
ment moved to implement 
austerity measures demanded 
by the International Monetary 
Ftmd in return for a $43bn 
bailout of the failing economy. 
Petrol prices have risen 71 per 
cent and kerosene, used as a 
cooking fuel tv tiie poor, rose 
25 per cent as a result of the, 
end of government subsidies. 



Birmingham 
welcomes 
700,000 
visitors to the 

International 
Motor Show. 

(Now, there’s a city that’s 

really motoring.) 
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How the wild West End will be won 


‘Rent’ has neinvented 
the musical on 
Broadway. Can an 
HIV rock opera do 
the same here? 

By David Benedict 


r V THERE are no two ways about 

1 it Rent came as bolt out of the 
JL blue. A contemporary rode 
opera in which La Boheme meets 
HIV was no-one's idea of a smash- 
hit, but at its explosive Broadway 
opening two years ago. Rent was 
hailed as having single-handedly 
reinvented the musical for a whole 
new generation. It won everything in 
sight, including the Pulitzer prize; it’s 
still doing 100 per cent business de- 
spite a top price of $80; and on Tues- 
day it opens at London’s Shaftesbury 
Theatre. 

There are a hundred and one lo- 
cal factors from subject matter - love 
in the time of Aids - to its milieu - 
grungy East Village types struggling 
with the art vs money conundrum - 
which explain the show's monster 
success, but will it travel? “Hey!,’' 
laughs Jeffrey Seller, its young, ex- 
citable and, presumably, now 
wealthy, producer. “1 feel like there’s 
a referendum going on here. Will 
Rent work in London?” 

Well, will it? There's solid insur- 
ance up front with four of the show's 
original Leads reprising their roles, 
but variations on Shaw's “two nations 
divided by a common language” 
can be heard resounding around the 
industry. At its simplest. Rent, the cre- 
ation of the late composer, writer and 
lyricist Jonathan Larson, follows a 
year in the life of three young cou- 
ples who fall in and out of love. So 
what’s the problem? Take a look at 
the context The easy mix of race, 
gender and sexuality springs naturally 
from the world in which it was cre- 
ated, but that's a long way from Lon- 
don’s West End. Similarly, Larson’s 
reimagining of, say, Puccini's tuber- 
cular heroine Mimi as an HIV-pos- 
itive drug-user reflects the horrific 
incidence of HIV infection in 
Manhattan but thus far, for many 
people, London's rate of infection 
just doesn’t have the same urgency. 

Conversely, Seller can take solace 
from the fact that the West End has 
lately grown more adventurous. 
Trainspotting, Popcorn and notably 
Shopping and Fucking have con- 
founded expectations by not only en- 
joying almost indecently healthy 
runs, but also attracting an adven- 
turous new young audience into the 
theatrical heartland. As in New 
York, he’s courting that crowd with 
a youth-orientated marketing cam- 
paign (the posters don’t even say it’s 
a musical) and £10 day tickets for 
anyone who wants to queue for 



Engaging: Adam Pascal « 
Roger and Krystwi Cumrofr^ 

as Mimi in ‘Bent* (left) and tfce 

cast of the show (below) 

photographs: Nobby Cbric 


front row seats. A West End cinema 
ticket can cost about that. 

With successful previews behind 

him — Tm heari ng w histling and 
laughter and thunderous applause 
seven or eight times a night - he 
brims with confidence, believing 
that the show's relationships win over 
audiences, even those to whom the 
plot elements might seem foreign. 

"W" 'W'e cites the three versions cur- 
1 — I rently touring the USA and 
JL A Canada. “In Dallas, Thxas, 
which is the hotbed of what we might 
call conservative, right-wing ass- 
holes, we sold out. That wasn't be- 
cause of the racial mix, HIV or the 
hnhe mianism We win them over 
with heart. Ultimately, it’s a story 
about young people trying to realise 
their version of the American 
Dream, and trying to figure out how 
to love and connect Getting together 
and breaking up, we all know about 
that.” 

The British production is ac- 
knowledged to be a risk, but Seller 
has gambled before and won. In 1990 
he was a booker for tours of every- 
thing from the Flying Karamazov 
Brothers and David Copperfield to 
Topol of Fiddler on the Roof. He was 
25, stuck in middle-management 
and bored. “It’s fair to say," he an- 
nounces proudly, “that I hated my 
job.” He filled his spare time work- 
ing on off-off-Broadway shows with 



friends, one of whom invited him to 
see a try-out of a rock monologue by 
someone no-one had ever heard of. 
“There’s this rock band on stage and 
out comes this tall, lanky guy with 
curly hair named Jonathan Larson 
who launches into the stoiy of him 
showing up at his surprise birthday 
party and feeing the faa that he’s 30, 
broke, his bathtub’s in the kitchen, 
his friends are moving into more fan- 
cy apartments and he's still working 


in a diner and nobody wants to pro- 
duce his musicals. Should he con- 
tinue or take the job he’s been 
offered in an ad agency?" 

Seller was bowled over.. "It was 
the first time I’d experienced a mu-, 
sical that was talking directly to me 
and I had a very strong, visceral re: 
sponse to the music.” He wrote to 
Larson outlining bis own shaky pro- 
ducer credentials and two weeks lat- 
er they forged the beginning of a 


professional relationship that cul- 
minated in Rent. 

The show itself progressed 
through years of try-outs and. 
rewrites. Seller took three friends 
along to an early reading in 1993. “It 
was inchoate, musically very pow- 
erful, but it was just a seed of what 
was to come and he hadn’t yet de- 
veloped plot or character.” Two of 
his friends left at the interval and the 
third advised him to persuade 


I .arson to drop it and move to the 
next work. Over a year later, after 
hon king up with director Michael 
Greif, Larson pulled Seller back to 
a workshop version. “I took my 
business partner and to cover myself 
I said This is either going to be bril- 
liant or a piece of shit’ but by Mhnfs 
entrance with "Light My Candle” we 
were hooked.” He struck a deal to 
help finance a production at New 
York Theatre Workshop in return for 
the future commercial rights. 

His instincts were sound. The re- 
views for the 1996 NYTW produc- 
tion were ecstatic and tickets simply 
vanished but this off-off-Broadway 
venue with its large, deep stage 
only seals 150. With a cast of fifteen 
and five musicians it made no fi- 
nancial sense. Broadway proper, 
however, remained an intimidating 
dream. - ,t'- ••• 

•:„ ; *T3^Tgot a feeling, ‘if this show 
<an’tp)ayBroadway then f gotta do 
something else with my career’. I 
grew up wanting re work there and 
I thought, ’if this isn’t Broadway then 
Broadway ain’t me any more’. 
Lawyers, friends and everyone told 
me T knowyou got great reviews, but 
do you know how many times the 
word ‘death’ is mentioned in those 
reviews? The downtown audience 
won’t go uptown and the uptown au- 
dience won’t go to a ’death’ show. Go 
off-Broadway, you’ll run forever’.” 
Undeterred, he played a hunch and 


re-opened the show in Broadway’s 
derelict Nederlander Theatre, vir- 
tually unused since 1980. Two years 
'later and counting. Seller can luxn- 
riate in the knowledge that he was 
right. ‘ ; 

P art of his conviction stemmed, 
from the unusually convincing 
chemistry between Larson’s 
dramatic material and his use of rock 
music. “Most kids who grow up 
wanting to write Broadway shows 
don’t know the rock vernacular. 
Then you have middle-aged 
rock’n’roll people who see an audi- 
ence for the music, but they don’t 
have the experience of writing char- 
acter or plot-driven song. Jonathan 
grew up in the 70s and laved BiBy 
Joel and Elton John — he knew how 
to get the pump of an electric gui- 
tar into music that tells a stoiy.’’ 

The analysis is right- Rock musi- 
cal hits are virtually non-existent. 
Hair had a great score and novelty 
value (its youthful, iconoclastic view 
and the nudity) but was really a re- 
vue and Jesus Christ Superstar is far 
more successful musically than dra- : 
maticaBy. Even Paul Simon, had a 
mega-flop with The.Capemtm. The 
s taging nf Tammy collapsed over here 
although it had much longer ran in 
the USA. Even there it barely made 
a profit According to Seller,' in-, 
vestors made two cents on evesy dol- 
lar for the New York run. ihe smart 
guys who paid for Rent have more 
than quadrupled their investment. 
(Now you know why people keep 
producing expensive musicals). 

There was one other reason for 
the storm of publicity surrounding 
the workshop production. Hours 
after the dress rehearsal, Jonathan 
Larson suddenly died of an aortic ' 
aneurysm. He never saw his success. 
“You didn’t have to know ten to 
mourn him. He was a bobemfen artist 
witha bathtub in hislriltirea who un- 
til six weeks befoiebetfied waswojk- 
inginndiner.it was likehe almost 
became a character in iris own play, 
k was a strange, awful fate that got 
a lot of press,” acknowledges Sell- 
er, quietly. 

“Did it help catapult Ren/ into the 
stratosphere? Yes. Did it have any- 
thing to do with its long-term suc- 
cess? No. Three years later people 
are still going because they want to 
see the show.” ■ , • - 
'Rent' is at the S/uzfiesbury Theatre 
(0171-3795399) £10 tickets are avail- 
able two hours before curtain-up. 
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WIN a champagne weekend 
break at Down Hall Country 
House Hotel 



Take pare In our unique 
competition and you could 
be pampering yourself 
wfth a luxurious weekend 
break at Down Hall 
Country House Hotel, an 
elegant Italian style 
mansion, near Bishop’s 
Stortford, Hertfordshire. 

Set in over 100 acres of 
beautiful woodland, park 
and landscaped gardens, 
Down Hall is a perfect 
example of quality 
craftmanship from the 
Victorian age. With a 
history just as rich and 
intricate as the carvings 
dating back to 1540, this 
Italian style mansion has 
recently been refurbished 
to the highest standards. 

Your prize would ■ include 
two nights luxury 
accommodation for two In 
a superior double/twin 
room. full English 
breakfasts. candlelit 
dinners in the restaurant, 
complimentary use of die 
leisure facilities including 
leisure pool, sauna, 
whirlpool spa, mini-gym, 
tennis courts and fitness 
vail plus champagne on 
arrival. 


Prize to be taken by 
30/1 im 

lb enter this competition 
simply dial the number 
below answer the 
following question on line 
and leave your name, 
address and contact 
number 


cRfr 


Q: Where did 

Champagne get its 
name from? 

0930 563 442 

Ifyou are not lucky enough at wot 
wfe not take advantage of the 
^flowing exclusive offer for 
Independent, readers? 2SX off 
weetend breaks or Down Halt 
Country Haase Hotel Just £52-50 
per person, per night indudes 
luxury ocrammodfltfaa fia EngBsh 
breakfast. dinner and 

compknentary use of the leisure 
fbdSdes. This offer Is based on two 
sharing a doubWurin room for a 
minimum two right stay. It is void 
amd 31st July 1998. subject to 
avxjdflbffq'. To book cafl Oown Had 
Country House Had on 01279 
731441, mentioning The 
Independent nader offer. 

JimifTm 


Revival finds a league of its own 


Shooting Star 
Chester Gateway Theatre 

IMAGINE: a star footballer, say 
David Beckham, combs his cen- 
tre-parting to ask a favour of bis 
fiancee’s employer. Can Vicky 
have next Wednesday and 
Thursday offsowe can get mar- 
ried? Two days! But the em- 
ployer happens also to be the 
chairman of a rival club, cur- 
rently in a comic state of disar- 
ray, and he spies a chance to 
save his team. 

How does a transfer, a part- 
time job in the firm’s packing 
department, on top of your 
£12 a week, and a little house 
so you won’t have to live with 
Vicky's folks, sound to you? Yes 
please Mr Sugar, says the 


earnest Becksy. searching for his 
forelock, Mr Ferguson doesn't 
like me dribbling at United. 

The Professional Footballers 
Association should have de- 
manded to sponsor Chester 
Gateway's ingenious idea to 
revive Basil Thomas' 1948 foot- 
ball comedy Shooting Star since 
it serves to show exactly how 
they can now afford to do so. In 
that era of the leather ball, the 
2pm kick-off and the maxi- 
mum wage, the fooibaDer is Red 
Rutter, “the Dribbler”, ofTod- 
chester Rovers (Tony Forsyth), 
and the chairman Joseph 
Lawson (Kenneth Gilbert) who 
has let his printing business go 
re pot in his quest for trophies 
for BumviDe United. 

Appropriately there is not a 


glimpse of green here for the 
real action is in office and 
boardroom, beautifully recre- 
ated in period by Norman 
Coates with its woodea filing 


miere of Shooting Star, as he did, 
among many others, Rattigan’s 
The Deep Blue Sea. He can 
dearly still cover every blade of 
grass. But the future can be 


It is fascinating to see a work with no 
pretension at all to be a serious 
“issues” play dealing so effectively with 
ground-level economics 


cabinets, ponderous panelling 
and yards of full worsted. More- 
over, it is staged by someone 
who was there: Frith Banbury 
directed the West End pre- 


glimpsed working itself up. 

The parallel plot in which 
Lawson’s firm is sliding to- 
wards failure is a microcosm of 
an industry reluctant to mod- 


ernise and trading on the un- 
critical patronage of its tradi- 
tional clients. This action is 
perceptively and quite moving- 
ly associated with the hesitant 
middle-aged romance of 
Lawson's secretary (Angela 
Scoular) and the major client’s 
rep, excellently played Philip 
Bond. It is fascinating to see a 
work with no pretension at all 
to be a serious “issues” play 
dealing so effectively with 
ground-level economics. And 
the future economics of football 
are also in sight. 

Apparently a butter- 
wouidn’t-mclt office mouse 
Ned’s fiancee Mavis sees exactly 
the injustice of the chattel sys- 
tem and what the earning pow- 
er of her “young man” really is. 


Chloe Newsome may look 
like porcelain but she shows 
Mavis has certainly some shot 
on her. Perhaps, back in 1948, 
Jimmy Hill was in the go<fe tak- 
ing notes. Unfortunately the 
play recoils from modernity 
with the revanchism of 
Corinthian values in the person 
of the old amateur and new 
chairman Jack Bannerman 
(Antony Gabriel). 

The game's the thing once 
more, and gone is the old def- 
erence. When Mavis tries to 
open negotiations with him she 
is quickly silenced. But not for 
long, not for long. 

Shooting Star runs until 
23 May; tickets 01244 340392 

Jeffrey Wainwright 


Wilde’s wit falls victim to a singing spectre 


The Cantenrille Ghost, 
Northcott Theatre, 

Exeter 

OSCAR WILDE’S whimsical 
short stoiy has survived a film, 
with Charles Laughton mug- 
ging for dear life, but even 
when filled out with the telling 
of Wilde’s children stories. 
The Happy nice, there is hard- 
ly enough substance for a mu- 
sical. This is not the Wilde of 
the scathing wit. Just light 
humour with a touch of senti- 
ment 

It may have been the pres- 
ence of musicians in the or- 


chestra pit, or the baronial ball 
set, but 1 had the impression 
that we were in for a 1920’S 
style musical comedy. The 
Cantenille Ghost proves to be 
a bit more substantial than that; 
although the songs seem to 
spring out of nowhere in the 
musical comedy tradition. 

A stoiy of bcTW'nn Ameri- 
cas family invade a stately 
home dates from the lime 
when Americans wore check 
suits and big cigars, made vast 
fortunes from the invention of 
gadgets, and were loud and 
brash and supremely insensi- 
tive to British traditions and 


culture. Hiram Otis and 
Lucretia Otis, with their brat- 
tisfa boy twins and deep feeling 
young daughter, help to release 
The Cantcrvillc Ghost from 


ancient rhyme the ghost can 
only be released from his pur- 
gatory by a young girl’s tears. 
Step forward Virginia, the 
youngest Otis, imbued with a 


I 


Ron Moody’s predicament engages 
the audience and his presence carries 
the show beyond its expectations 


400 years of frightening mol- 
ecules. The Otis tribe exorcise 
the ghost by simply not be- 
lieving m him. According to an 


strong streak of sentimentally 
for helpless aberrations. There 
arc some good songs. “A Ray 
of Light", sung by ghost Ron 


Moody, has the endearing bat- 
tle through optimism of a pop- 
ular tear-stained ballet, and 
Charles Miller’s music has a 
lyrical lilt which lasts through- 
out. Peter Quilter's script sticks 
slavishly to the original. Only 
to* song lyrics add anything 
new. The Cantenille Ghost has 
some period charm but is es- 
sentially light-weight. There 
arc times when Ron Moody’s 
predicament engages the au- 
dience. His considerable stage 
presence carries the show be- 
yond its expectations. The Otis 
family. Steven Wickham, 
Corinna Powlasand, the twins 


Gavin Eaton and Jamie 
ing, and Shell Andrew 
catalyst juvenile go ti 
their routines effirientlj 
la Sloane, the doomy 
keeper, has a few muni 
the Ivor Novello moult 
The production, by 
De Savo. is fall ofthum 
flashes and a couple o 
illusions - the big finisl 
the Gh'ost ascends a sfa 
into the clouds sent tb< 
ence away happy. 

The Cantenrille 
runs und the 23r. 


Allen Saddler 
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The man 

who 
turned 
Madonna 
into a 
Goth 


Right: Nicolas 
Ghesquiere, head 
designer at 
Balenciaga 


17 /FASHION 
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S VVhen Madonna gives a designer her seal of approval, his success is assured. Nicolas Ghesquiere, the new man at Balenciaga, 
1 cannot fail: the pop star is already quite a fan. Ian Phillips meets the great couturier's latest successor at his Pans studio 
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hot thing 



Odeur 53 by Comme des Garcons 


IT IS most bizarre. A 
perfume that is not a per- 
fume, and yet is an 
‘odeur’ being sold as a 
perfume. Or is it just an 
odeur? It is called Odeur 
53, (imagine saying that, 
should someone ask 
*what is that scent?’), it 
comes from ‘noses’ at 
the laboratory of In- 
ternational Flavour and 
Fragrance, and was 
commiss ioned by Rei 
Kawakubo of Commes 
des Garcons, who is 
launching it to an unsus- 
pecting public on 11 May. 

As a concept, it rede- 
fines the whole idea of 

modern perfume, and the 

smell is unique too, which 
is rare. The IFF describes 
it as *53 abstract notions 
evoking images, creating 
your own air around you,’ 

and ‘a memory of a 
smell’, and after spritzing 
it around it does seems 
more akin to a breath of 
fresh air than an actual 
smell. This is because it 
has been made by chem- 
ically recreating 53 inor- 


d lines, fire energy, wash- 
ing drying in the wind, 
burnt rubber and the 


freshness of osygen. using 

a method which takes 
nothing from nature, and 
thus is truly environmen- 
tally friendly. 

Be flansp. it is comes 
from Comme des Gar- 
cons. the bottle (designed 
by Kawakubo) is clunky 
and gorgeous, it is highly 
conceptual, and involves 
fa process’ to gain the fi- 
nal result, which is sure to 
please Comme fans. 
More than that, however, 
this fragrance is the first 
step away from ozonic 
scents like the unisex cK 
One, and the next step to- 
wards the mill e nni um. 
And what’s more, the 
gnw*n, which is also unisex, 
is quite addictive. A sure 
Hot Thing. 

Odeur 53 wH be available 
exclusively from Liberty, 

Regent Street, London W1 
from 11 May for two weeks. 
200ml eau de toilette, £39, 
15ml eau de toilette, £13. 
Bom 25 May it will be 

available from leading de- 
partment stones nationwide. 
For mailorder inquiries, call 

Liberty on 0171 734 1234 
ext. 2445 

Melanie Rickey 
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OUT OF THE 
BATHROOM CABINET 


Gwyneth Paitrow 

SHE is dressed by Don- 
na Karan for her role in 
Great Expectations and 
by Calvin Klein in Sliding 
Doors. She has become 
fashion’s most wanted 
woman. Even her nails 
have a designer label 
slapped on them. They 
are painted courtesy of 
radical Californian cos- 
metics company. Urban 
Decay. The range in- 
cludes Meltdown (metal- 
lic Hue) and Snow (pearly 
yellow). The price is 
£11.50, but when you’re 
Gwyneth Paltrow, the 
entire range comes 
with the territory. Jk 
For stockist infer- 
matron and mail 
order, ring 0171- 
636 2523 H 

Susanna Cohen S 
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Cr£pe dress with kimono sleeves 
SW3. Enquiries: 0171 823 9S00. 


WHEN the fashion house Ba- 
lenciaga was looking for a new 
d^reariy last year, foere 
^reports thatitwaspI^S 
to bring in a big-shot design - 
The^mes of Helmut Langand 
Yohji Yamamoto were ba^ed 
aboit. The fashion flock s£rtj 

was° i 


Madonna gave Ghesquiere his first public outing, 
when she wore one of his monastic designs to the 
Golden Globe Awards earlier in the year 


Asymmetric cape top, £575, and matching 
trousers, £279, from Joseph as before 
Photographs: Ben Ehwes 


Balenciaga 


sthehighUghl^^ 

.Week, and shortly^^ 
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and walked away with a choice 
of 10 outfits for the Academy 
Awards. On the night, she chose 
to wear an outfit by the latest 
avant-garde d^gner on the 

block, Olivier Theyskens, but 

that’s another story. 

When asked about his most 

famous client, Ghesquiere is 

suitably discreet He wfllnerv- 
er the less, reveal that die <^s- 
covered his creations dunnga 
shoot for Spin magazine ' mth 

Dutch photographer Inez wm 

Lamsweerde (a big ^ 

esquiere). “She unmediatety 
fcaformy < * J thes,’ , hesays. She 

feels they fit few the new A- 
rection she wants to take and 
have obvious links to rcl, ^ on “ 
something which has always 
fascinated her.” . 

Indeed, Ghesquiere admB 
to being veiy attracted by dj'; 

gssgl 

tieScr^es around the wo&- 
ete’wSs* in the guise of bete. 

In one comer of his sunny 
payis office stands a board cov- 


ered in pictures of nuns. Next 
door, the American depart- 
ment store Barneys is placing an 
order. 

Ghesquiere himself is sitting 
at a marble desk, dressed in a 
long-sleeved Hack T-shirt with 
his long hair scrunched up at; the 

back of his bead with the aid of 
an elastic band. Out of Ibewin- 
dow, he has a yiew of the House 

of Dior and says that he often 
admires John Galliano’s Mer- 
cedes as he drives by. “When I 
walk out of the door with my ny- 
lon bag on my back in the 
evening, I say to myself, “life s 

not fair "he jokes. 

His passion and enthusiasm 
are quite infectious, and par- 
ticularly evident when he re- 
counts how he has always 
wanted to be a fashion design- 
er. As a child, his parents wor- 
ried about him because he 
would spend all of his holiday 
sketching dotbes- even on the 
beach. In secondary school, he 
jij jfld to give the local butchers 

. ■ . e lAimnAT nnrl of 


Paris in 1968, is one of the top 
three couturiers in fashion his- 
tory. Balenciaga died in 1972, but 
the house is now set to flourish 
ng^in under Ghesquiere; since 
taking over the design helm, the 

young designer has managed to 

revive the great Spaniard's style. 
There is the same purity in the 
lines, the same bubble shapes 
and the same analysis of vol- 
umes, and the same relentless 
modernity. 

“Balenciaga took hs inspi- 
ration from Velasquez,” he says, 
“I take min e from Princess 


Leia’s dress in Star Wars.’' The 
construction of each piece is 
carefully thought out and high- 
ly original Skirts, for example, 
consist of four separate panels. 
Tunic-style lops have sleeves at 
the front, but look like capes 
from the back. 

“I really don’t have too much 
trouble designing,” he says, ^be- 
cause Balenciaga’s heritage is so 
inspirational.” He certainly 
seems well informed about the 
late couturier's life - how he 
started off reproducing models 
of Parisian couture in San Se- 


bastian; how be was “not at all 
sociable, but rather solitary, 
discreet and stern"; and how, 
wben he announced that he was 
quitting fashion, Christian Dior 
himself came to beg him to con- 
tinue. 

“Before he quit, Balenciaga 
.did say one thing," he continues. 
“That he regretted not being 
younger so that he could do a 
ready-to-wear collection for a 
younger, more active woman.” 
In Ghesquiere, at least, he has 
a worthy heir to carry out his 
wish. 


ha do gir 


Is go e veryzvh ere 




tbe'age of 15, spent his summer 
working for Agn6s b. At 18, he 

was hired as a desip assistant 

by Jean-Riul Gaultier. 

For him, Balenciaga, who 
set up his first couture business 
in Spain in 1919 and dosed it in 


THE CHOCOLAT E B I 
Tlctota lyo ler wary (d enorta on* and *8 ic 


s c U I T YOU CAN S H A R E ANYWHERE 


l no Duenm nsca*w far u wim i 


r mfe * Waao Fnmaaon, London SEW 7B5. 
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Are chocoholics 
safe from the 
pods of doom? 


iefl* 

i o* c 


World supplies of 
chocolate a re un-. 
der threat from a 
deadly blight. Ann 
Treneman is grief- 
stricken 


Now listen to me: *Our mother was a classic single parent with five children, long before we knew there was such a thing as a single parent 1 Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


The other Mr Straw 


Ed, brother of the more famous Jack, has grown up the hard way. Jack O’Sullivan meets the Home Secretary's brother 


HE looks alarmingly like his 
older brother. Those severe, 
angular features, the same 
steely, greying hair, that firm, 
squared off finger making 
points with the determination 
of Thomas Gradgrind. And, 
likewise, there is some of the 
Dickensian teachers grim- 
ness lingering around a lean 
figure, which seems to say that 
life was not always so easy. 

Ed Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary’s younger brother, is 
setting out his prescription for 
better relationships and bet- 
ter parenting. National TV 
should, he argues in a detailed 
and influential report, have to 
devote two hours a week to 
the subject. A huge campaign 
should be waged, equivalent 
to the drink-drive campaign in 
its capacity to change atti- 
tudes. Proper support and 
advice for couples and fami- 
lies could save the Treasury 
£4bn a year - the cost he says, 
of broken families. 

But what is he like, this 
prophet of marital bliss, 
whose family connection has 
prompted such attention to his 
message? Will Ed turn out to 
be aa repeat of the naff Ter- 
ry Major-Ball, whose filial 


shadow haunted our own for- 
mer Prime Minister? 

The form is not good. Oniy 
last year, as Jack Straw frog- 
marched bis 17-year-old son, 
William, down to the police 
station over allegations of 
supplying cannabis. Uncle 
Eds history was dragged up. 
Ed had been “an enthusiastic 
user" of dope back in the Six- 
ties. claimed a fellow student. 

In fact, Ed Straw is.prob- 
ably as respected in his field 
as brother Jack is in the po- 
litical world. A partner at 
Coopers & Lybrand, the man- 
agement consultants, he has 
run unsuccessfully for the 
chairmanship and specialises 
in media businesses. His ex- 
pertise in relationships spring 
ostensibly from being chair- 
man of the trustees of Relate, 
with which he has been in- 
volved for 12 years But bis au- 
thority comes from being 
trained in a bard school - the 
Straw family. 

When Ed Straw was eight 
and Jack was 11, their father 
left home. They saw him again 
a couple of months later. Ed 
was 43 when they next met. 
“Thirty-five years is a long 
time not to see your father," 


he explains. “At some level 1 
put my father into a box la- 
belled ‘Does not exist'. I look 
back now and realise that was 
totally the wrong thing to do, 
but it was a way of coping with 
a situation, which I persisted 
with when 1 got older.” 

Why, I asked, had his father 
not seen him for so long? Ed, 
now 49, chooses his words 
kindly. He seems a warmer, 
less wary figure than his broth- 
er. Perhaps it’s not wearing 
glasses. Or not belonging to the 
Labour Party. Or maybe the 
dope softened him up a bit all 
those years ago. “I think," he 
says, “people underestimate 
the emotional roller-coaster 
that the non-custodial parent 
goes through when seeing their, 
children fleetingly. 

“As a consequence, a lot of 
fathers find the easiest option 
is to separate completely." 

His parents had never en- 
joyed a good relationship. “It 
started during the Vfai. Like a 
lot of people, they went into it 
with great hope, but h got more 
difficult from then on. The only 
way to describe it is as ‘high in 
conflict'. It was not physically 
violent - but words can be just 
as hurtful as physical violence. 


There were five children, 
which just added to the burden 
of the relationship.”' 

His father remarried a 
woman who already had chil- 
dren. He worked in insurance 
and eventually became a tech- 
nical librarian at Stans led air- 
port before retirement. Some 
money found its way back to 
the Straw children, but their 
mother, a nursery teacher, 
raised them alone in a coun- 
cil house in Essex. Jack, Ed and 
their younger brother, Willie, 
all won scholarships to an Es- 
sex boarding school. 

“Our mother,” he says, 
“was a classic angle parent with 
five children living in a coun- 
cil house long before we knew 
there was such a thing as sin- 
gle parents. It was complete- 
ly noveL But we just got on with 
our lives.” Did Jack, I wonder, 
play a fatherhood role as the 
eldest of the three boys? “No, 
that wasn't the dynamic we 
had. I tended to pair off more 
with Willie, and younger sister, 
Helen, while Jack paired off 
with our eldest sister. Sue.” 

Are they close now? ‘To be 
honest we get on with our lives. 
We were once described as 
‘good brothers'. We Like each 


other. We both have families 
and our families see each oth- 
er from time to time.” 

You cannot, however, avoid 
1 reading a little filial tension 
into some of Ed Straw’s out- 
spoken statements on the fail- 
ures of the state to rehabilitate 
youngsters who go off the 
rails. On the vicious circle of 
domestic abuse, crime and 
then state punishment, he de- 
clares: “You could not do 
more for ensuring the contin- 
uance of domestic violence if 
you tried. Yet members of the 
Government defend it.” 

And he regrets unwilling- 
ness to tackle family problems 
more imaginatively- “The Gov- 
ernment is scared witless. Giv- 
en the background, they are 
hardly going to say, ‘How about 
a back to basics campaign'. It 
is a poisoned chalice, and so 
arms-length organisations are 
needed to do this work.” 

Ed Straw now sees his fa- 
ther regularly. “I spoke to him 
last night,” he says. Ironically, 
just a year after meeting up 
with him again, Ed Straw's own 
marriage broke up, after he 
and his wife had had three chil- 
dren, now aged 22. 20 and 17. 

But this time, the outcome 


has been different. The chil- 
dren stayed with their mother, 
but their father has a home 200 
yards away. “Far from losing 
touch, I feel that we are now 
very dose.* 1 

So what made his own mar- 
riage flounder? Ed Straw is as 
magnanimous to his ex-wife and 
he is to his father. “I think I was 
a far better natural parent than 
I was a natural partner". 

ftrhaps all this history hard- 
ly recommends Ed Straw as 
someone with the answers for 
. a country which has the high- 
est divorce rate in Europe. But 
you have to give him credit for 
his openness. He even admits 
that, when his own marriage got 
into trouble, be did not call on 
the services of counsellors, nor 
indeed of Relate, with which he 
had already been involved pro- 
fessionally for several years. 
Like most people who need 
such help, those who need it 
oust find it hardest to ask. Even 
when they are as knowledgeable 
as Ed Straw. 


Relative Values: Support for 
Relationships and Parenting by 
Ed Straw is avaibble for £4.95 
plus 60 p&p from Demos. 0171 
3534479. 


UNTIL yesterday, black pod 

disease was the least of my wor- 
ries. In fact, I didn’t even know 
ft existed. And then came the 
breakfast phone calL “Have 
jouseen the news about choco- 
late? It's under threat!" said 
someone who may once have 
been classified as a friend. 
“Black pod disease is threat- 
ening to wipe out the cacao 
bean and that means chocolate 
could be as expensive as filet 
mignon\ Will yon be able to af- 
ford it?” 

I poured myself another 
bowl of Cboco-Flakes and re- 
minded myself to screen my 
calls more carefully. Then I 
started to worry. Black pod dis- 
ease sounded pretty bad: in fact, 
give or take a word or two, it 
could be the black death. Oth- 
er questions hovered. Could it 
be related to Black Rod? And 
how did Ebola figure in all of 
this? And still the voice in my 
ear did not stop: “And there is 
alsn something called Witches’ 
Broom which is killing all the 
trees in Brazil!” 

I put the phone down and 
took stock. How had the supply 
of Terry’s Chocolate Oranges 
been allowed to drop below five 
and why hadn’t I purchased 
Cadbury’s Mini-Eggs when they 
were a multi-buy bargain? The 
truth was that I was only a cou- 
ple of dozen of Penguins away 
from a chocolate crisis. 

But surety there must be. 
some mistake. Perhaps it was 
just a case of those bastards who 
love to taunt us with the latest 
health news/scaresAerrots hav- 
ing a bit of fun. If black pod dis- 
ease was really about to make 
Mini-Eggs extinct, wouldn’t I . 
have known about this? But 
then 1 saw the news for myself, 
in black and white: "A new 
strain of the lethal black pod 
disease is threatening more 
than a millions tons of cocoa, 
leading food experts to predict 
a world shortage of chocolate.” 

. life was so unfair! Now what 
were those of us who rely on 
chocolate for our supplies of the 
stimulant theobromine and the 
love-drug phenyiethylamine to 
do? Obviously such things would 
soon have to be obtained illegally 
in dark car parks and pub loos. 
A life of crane awaited. Our only 
hope was that New Labour 
would allow chocolate ro be pre- 
scribed on the NHS. 1 could sec 
the patches now. 

But I seemed to be getting 
ahead of myself. First, surely, 
more information on black pod 
was required. It turns out that 
this thing is a cousin of potato 
blight, and once the fungus 


gets into a pod it all goes rot- 
ten, (Pods, just rri case you 
haven't read Encylopaedia Bri- 
tarmica lately, are produced by 
the slow-growing trees after 
six years, are the size of small t 
footballs and contain 40 cocoqjp^ 
beans each.) According to Tony 
Lass, an expert at Cadbury, a 
new strain of black pod has 
evolved in Africa and had 
quickty spread to-the border of 
the Ivory Coash “It’s now sit- • 
ting on the frontier," said Mr 
Lass, “where a million tons of 
cocoa a year is under threat." 

I had no faith in Ivory Coast ■ 
frontier control and immedi- 
ately tried to ring Mr Lass at 
Cadbury’s. He was “out" for the 
afternoon but there was a Mr 
Tbny Frost who was speaking on 
behalf of black pod. “There is 
a new strain. What is it called? 
Black pod actually. A newA 
strain of an old friend,” he said — 
with what could have been re- . 
garded as a dangerous non- 
chalance. “This news really 
came out of a conference held 
in Panama on whal could be 
done to counter the pests and 
rtis ftftses besetting the cocoa 
plant. But you've got to keep in 
mind that we already lose 20 to 
30 per cent of production to 


-Mats 



pests and disease. You've got to 
get that Into context." 

So what does that mean? Re- 
prieve for Mini-Eggs? “This is 
certainly not a plague and the 
price is outgoing to shoot up to 
that of fillet steak,” he said. I 
started to feel better and, as Mr 
Frost let rip with lots of info 
about sustainability and bow it’s 
better if the cocoa grower^ 
know each tree individually, 
even began to relax. He began 
to tell me about pod borers (no 
relation to black po^ thankfully) 
and gave a very entertaining ac- 
count of how Witches' Broom 
affects the flowers and causes 
tendril-like growths on the trees 
instead. “In fact, in Brazfi we lost 
half of the product in one year 
and I don't suppose you even 
noticed,” be said. 

Sweet relief! And Alan 
Porter at the Chocolate Society 2- 
was equalfyupbeaL “No, there .1. 
are no worries- It's just hypej-r 
There realty is no major crisis.” 
But, 1 can’t help but worry and " 
perhaps it wouldn't hurt to ; - 
stock up on Mini-Eggs just this 
once. After all, another lethal ' 
strain of black pod could strike 
at any time. 
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SHORT balding and bespec- 
tacled, he looks a bit like Nick 
Hornby. Dave Brett could have 
turned out to be a real-life ver- 
sion of Rob Fleming, the mu- 
sic-obsessive around whom 
Hornby based his best-selling 
novel High Fidelity. 

Like Fleming, he rejected 
the option of a regular career 
in favour of setting up a back- 
street record shop. But while 
the neurotic Fleming allowed 
his life and his shop to drift, 
Brett has turned his business 
into a £30m-a-vear operation. 

Not only docs he now own 
six record stores, he is fast be- 
coming Britain's Mr Box Office. 
He now presides over the 
largest ticket agency in British 
ownership. With sales reaching 
over a mSlion tickets a year, he 
can now give the two giants. 
American-owned Tickctmas- 
tcr and Canadian Fust Call, a 
run for their money. 

Yet until now few people 
have been aware of Dave BrctL 
They ihink they arc buying 
tickets from radio stations and 
NME and Melody Maker when 
in fact they are buying via his 
Nottingham-based Way Ahead 
group, which has kept the name 
of the tiny record store Brett 
opened 17 years ago. 


Then earlier this year, Brett 
won one of the most coveted 
deals ever: Way Ahead was 
chosen as the agent with the 
sole rights for selling all the tick- 
ets to the Diana museum at Al- 
thorp Ffark, the final resting 
place of the Princess of Wales. 

Way Ahead is used to cop- 
ing with demand: when Oasis 
played at Kncbworih in 1996, 
it shifted a quarter of a million 
tickets inside a day and took 

60.000 fans to the show in a fleet 
of 1,200 coaches. But nothing 
could have prepared the com- 
pany for the onslaught on their 
telephone system on January 5, 
the day that tickets went on sale 
for Althorp. Although the tick- 
et lines did not open until 9am, 
the company received 10,000 
enquiries between midnight 
and 6am. 

Rob Wilmsburst, Way 
Ahead's 28-ycar-oid general 
manager, says that when the 
tines did open, many callers 
were emotional and, believing 
they were calling Althorp, 
asked to leave messages of 
condolence for the Spencer 
family. Within four days, 

140.000 of the 152,000 tickets 

had been sold. 

Many callers were so keen 
to visit the museum that they 



In demand: Way Ahead’s 
owner Dave Brett 

Photograph: John Lawrence 


called as soon as they could, 
without knowing exactly where 
Althorp was. But they were 
keen to know what they might 
see. In fact, each ticket allows 
them entry to Lhc museum in a 
converted 18th-century stable 
house. Tilled with memorabilia 
including family photographs, 
cine film and other mementoes 
with a selection of tributes and 
condolence books that were 
sent to the Spencer family. 

Earl Spencer was severely 
criticised for charging £9.50 
per ticket, and Way Ahead is at 
pains to stress that this is not a 


profit-making venture for the 
company. But the deal buys it 
prestige it would take years to 
otherwise obtain. 

“[Althorp] are not doing 
this for any commercial reason. 
They are not going to advertise 
this,” Mr Wilmshurst says. As 
a consequence, nearly eight 
thousand tickets remain unsold, 
with Althorp due to open its 
gales for two months on July 1 . 

He is convinced that the ex- 
planation for the unsold tickets 
is that the public firmly believes 
all of them were sold in the 
stampede of the first week of 
January. “Without a doubt peo- 
ple would he surprised to find 
out that tickets are still avail- 
able." he says. 

“This moves into a com- 
pletely different area from the 
rock and pop arena." 

Indeed, Dave Brett has 
come a long way since the days 
when he sold Judas Priest LPs 
for a profit margin of one and 
a half pence a copy. 

The ticket operation began 
as an across the counter service 
a way of helping some of his 
record shop’s customers get to 
concerts out of town by Jayjm. 
on coach trips. It was the rev- 
olution in independent radio 
the opening of the National Ex- 




hibilion Centre in Birming- 
ham, and Brett's w illingn ess to 
embrace new technology, that 
made Why Ahead the biggest .< 
box office operator outside 
London. 

It is technology that has 
transformed people’s ticket- 
buying habits. The days of fans 
queueing for hours to buy tick- 
ets outside a venue as soon^ss. 
dates were announced are ionff " 
gone. When tickets recently 
went on sale for the Spioe Girls . •: • 
live shows in London and - 
Sheffield only five people both- 
ered to queue outside Way|£T 
Ahead for tickets. By contrast, - 
1,000 booked via the-lnternet.! 

Now 44, Brett recalls watcb- 
ing “just about every band on. - . 
the live circuit". His lifestyle to- • , 
day, though, is “hot very 
rock'n’roll": he lives alone in a 
Nottinghamshire village L and • 
drives a Range Rover! The-; 
man who used to rub shoulders ' - 
with Bono now concentrates on ' • 
showing his prize-w inning bull ■ 
mastiff, Molly, at Cruft’s. *Tve •’ 
got 16 orders for puppies from *■ 
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all over the world, "he says, with ^ 
as much pride as if he was an-,10 
nouacing a ticketing deal with j. 
the rock superstars of ihe.age. ./? 
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DENIS GOACHER believed 
himself to be a “strolling plav- 
■ “troubadour” . Primarily 

a stage actor, then radio actor 

later he ousted on his looks and 

wits; as -poet. How he scored 
the lice between media, and 

when this line broke, is hard to 

ascertain. 

. . Script 'writing and acting for 
the BBC’s Third Programme 
produced by D.G. Brideson,' 
f pawence Gill am and Dougjas 
Cleverdoo, led to broadcasts 
charting Rimbaud and Ver- 
laine’s London affair, a one- 
man show on Byron, readings 
from e.e. cummings, Raleigh 
and Shakespeare, and pro- 
grammes on Ezra Pound, and 
Basil Bunting. 

Five tail 


bed for 
under their constellation 

That synod of poets’ll 
filch sweet note 
the first falters - 
they like you sing 

He was born in London, an 
J^ly child in working-class Pim- 
fico, in 1925. His father, a self- 
employed travelling textile 
merchant, paid for private 
lessons for him with an actor. 
When they moved to Birming- 
ham the wartime bombing 
closed bis grammar school. In- 
stead of becoming an evacuee 
he became a boy actor, first at 
the Alexandra Theatre in Birm- 
ingham, then in London at St 
James’s and the Albany. The 
chance of the West End never 
came again. Goacher did reper- 
tory at Salisbury and Hayes, and 
worked for Ensa. Perhaps this 
ujk the origin of his wanderlust 
^At 19 he married Margaret 
Vines, whom he met at St 
James’s, an actress who in the 
1930s was considered Peggy 
Ashcroft’s equal. He worked 
with AJL Matthews, and was 
proud that Freddie Lonsdale 
wrote him a part In repertory 
he founded friendships with 
Baal Sydney, Margaret Veraey, 
Michael Gough and Kenneth 
Williams. Connecting with 
Williams years later, when Car- 
ry On had become so popular, 
he asked why Williams lost 
touch. “Oh Denis,” said 
Williams. “I thought you would 
be ashamed of me.” 

This month the BBC screens 
a documentary on Williams, to 
which Goacher contributes. Gre- 
garious, generous, yet mercurial 
and intolerant he remained 
]£il to his first profession. 
^Post-war theatre sustained 
him uniD be found it corrupt- 
ed by kitchen-sink drama. He 
excelled on stage and radio, at 
Bernard Miles’s Mermaid 



Theatre, translating for John 
Barton at the Royal Shake- 
speare Company, and in 
Bound s adaptation of Sopbo- 
ctes Women ofTruchis. Vines’s 
career tailed off subsumed by 
chfldren from her first marriage. 

Drawn frya new relationship 
with a sculptor, Simone Paurd, 
Goacher divided his time be- 
tween freelancing in London 
and in Paris where he learned 
Provencal, medieval and 19th- 
century French. He would soon 
have use of it 

. Arthur C. Rank tried to 
persuade him .to become a 
“matinee idol". He went not to 
Hollywood, but Washington in 
1953, becoming Ezra Pound’s 
secretary, visiting him at St 
Elizabeth's Hospital, typing his 
pronouncements, his poetry. 
His careful documentation of 
Pound's predicament at the 
time, and the campaign for his 
release, remains crucial. He 
became lifelong friends with 
Baal Bunting-sent to meat him 
by Pound. Bunting had fallen 
silent after The Spoils , grieving 
the death of his first sou, 
Rustam. Goacher was quick 
to broadcast Bunting’s work 
on the BBC. This remains 
insufficiently recognised. 

Clear Lake Comes From En- 
joyment (1959) interspersed 
Denis Goocber’s early poetry 
with Peter Whigham’s, anoth- 
er rival for Poundian anointa- 
tion. They both regularly visited 
Dorothy and Ezra Pound at 
Brunnenburg Castle in Hum. 
He became drama critic for Os- 
wald Mosley's the European. In 
1962 Louis MacNeice commis- 
sioned his translations from 
Dante's Inferno for the BBC. 

In 1968 Goacher had a 
daughter, Kord, with Hermione 
Russell, moving near Pepper- 
combe, where Turner had paint- 
ed, in north Devon. Moving 
inland, to Wembworthy. with 
another cbM, Fhbrice, alongside 
two sons from Russell’s first 
marriage, he continued to work. 
He performed in Cotin Davis’s 
production of Stravinsky’s Oedi- 
pus Rex and a one-man show of 
Byron at the Royal Court. 

At Dion£ House, a dilapi- 
dated rectory, chickens roosted 
on lavatory seats, the pump- 
water frequently froze, and a 
horse would climb the stairs in 
hopes of company. Goacher 
located his true poetic voice late, 
at 43. Logbook, published in 
1972, was resonant for its dic- 
tion, inversion, attention paid in 
short lines to minuscule detail 
of the field spider, the speed- 
welL Till, curly-haired with 
lungs like bellows, in monocle, 
silk dressing gown, or suede 



Goacher as Alain in the R.L. Stevenson story St Ives, I960 


jacket and white plimsolls, he 
tramped miles planning his po- 
ems. He punctuated pub hourc 
by reveries on nearby benches. 
Even in blizzards he would ne- 
gotiate drifts higher than hedges 
to the pub. Most publicans re- 
tained a “reading corner” for 
him. He wrote in many church- 
es; they were empty enough. 

Grosseteste Press ran for five 
years at Dion£ House, pub- 
tishinghis Tnmsvenions, rendi- 
tions of the Arch Poet, Corbi&re, 
Michaux. Basil Bunting and 
John Riley came to stay. Six 
miles away, Sean Rafferty shied 
at visiting. Insisting Rafferty was 
concealing poetry, he coerced 
this shy Scottish publican into 
print at Grosseteste. 

Joining Bunting at the ICA 
memorial to Ezra Pound be 
also continued broadcasting for 
Douglas Cleverdon. He ghost- 
ed two autobiographies for the 
blind colonel Sir Michael An- 
seti. Soldier On (1973) and Rid- 
ing High (1974). Domestically, 
however, he had outstayed his 
welcome, and quit for Poros. 
Sky-blue dragon-fries poise and 
spring, 

with Greek marguerites brighter 
than guineas, 
rich more sunny than Montezuma's 
bonks 

and all steady stars, nearer 
an egg-yolk without its glare 


Although he soon returned 
fathering two more children, 
Orlando and Columbine, sup- 
port for Pound’s troubadours 
had faded His next two books, 
published only in America, To 
Romany (1976) and // Hett. 
Hellas (1 980), alienated British 
support. Denied an invitation to 
Bunting's 80th birthday read- 
ings, which hurt, he severed all 
working ties with England ex- 
cept Durham University's 
Bunting Archive. He never 
worked again in the theatre, lb- 
day it seems only the obituary 
honours the life-work of con- 
tributors to the English poetry 
renaissance. 

Health and morale broke 
down, and his writing faltered. 
In 1984 he settled in Deyfcto be 
near Robert Graves and his spir- 
its momentarily revived. He 
began Now, ■ demarking his 
route for the cargo of location, 
Jove, the everyday of Deyd 
Poros. The unpublished Now 
stands as his supreme achieve- 
ment. one of the finest long po- 
ems of the 1980s. It is an 
idiosyncratic, strangely time- 
less and innocent lyric, deftly 
simple, pushing detail be once 
prescribed on English wild- 
flowers on to larger vistas, ge- 
ographical and personal. It 
retains a dialogue with his no- 


Professor Ralph Raphael 
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tion of English literature, a 
classical, actable literature. 
Slenderest virgin asphodel, 
the fullest sweet throttle, that’s black- 
cap’s. 

Oh to be in S6Uer now that April's 
there. 

train and Irani nearly identical 

St George's Day. Catalonians gave 
a rose, 

at Stratford upon Avon would they? 

Gra vitas, courtesy, constant among 
elders. 

prompt manners the darker the face, 
inward tune slow, outer sometimes 
fast, 

wiltin gpes, yindwill. which gntfs will 

be done? 

Shall dignity ever ride horse-proud 
again? 

Forced back to England, be 
holed up in a Pimlico room. 
Lonely, in chrome health, the 
tine had become a circle. His 
spiritual home became Gordons 
Wine Bar, off Charing Cross. 
There, souierrain, nocturnal, 
he wrote satires, seated below 
a painting of Churchill, an in- 
timidation of his demons. He 
wrote what the barman said: bis 
glossary prefigured by “B”s, 
booze, books, board. 

, Nicholas Johnson 

Dents John Goacher, poet, transfer- 
tor, actor and broadcaster bom Lon- 
don 9 June 1925; married (two sons, 
two daughters; marriage dissolved); 
died London 23 April 1998. 


WHEN Ralph Raphael was a 
Lecturer at Glasgow University 
his colleagues recall his phe- 
nomenal powers of concentra- 
tion; he would read demanding 
papers in a noisy room, totally 
unaware of those around him. 
One wet day, he was found 
walking along a long depart- 
mental corridors still bolding bis 
umb rella over his head. Hs col- 
leagues knew then he soon 
would be Professor RaphaeL 

His Glasgow lectureship in 
Organic Chemistry, from 1949 
to 1954, proved to be one of tie 
most productive periods of his 
life, and included such notable 
achievements as the. synthesis of 
carbohydrates and histamine 
from acetylenic precursors. But 
he also had a great sense of fun, 
and occasionally delivered 
spoof lectures. One began with 
serious chemistry and gradual- 
ly became less credible; it cul- 
minated in the description of 
molecules with their absorption 
spectra in the audible region. 

Yet Raphael's excellence tri- 
umphed over his lack of rever- 
ence, and he was elected as the 
first Professor of Organic 
Chemistry at Queen's Univer- 
sity, Belfast, in 1954. His stay in 
Belfast was to prove relatively 
short, and in 1957 he returned 
to Glasgow, this time as Regins 
Professor of Chemistry, and 
remained there for 15 years. 
The story is told that his pro- 
motion bad been so rapid that 
be was observed to knodt at his 
new office door and wait for his 
predecessor to ask him in. 

However, Raphael fitted the 
image of dreamy professor only 
when it suited him. More com- 
monly, he was master of the eco- 
nomical and appropriate phrase. 
In Glasgow, a manufacturer of 
expensive instruments bad been 
leading the department a dance 
over a period of months in 
relation to the malfunction of 
a relatively new machine. 
Patience having passed break- 
ing point, Raphael’s letter to 
the managing director opened: 
Like the Borgias, Name- 
less Ltd have experienced 
everything and learnt nothing. 1 " 

Ralph Raphael was born on 
New Year’s Day in 1921, and at- 
tended school at ' Wesley Col- 
lege, Dublin, and Tottenham, 
London. By 1941, he had grad- 
uated in Chemistry from Im- 
perial College with first class 
honours, and run off with the 
Hofmann Prize. 

The winter of 1940-41 was a 
tough time to be living in Lon- 
don - air-raids were frequent, 
and thousands were killed. In 
the midst of the carnage, 
Raphael had to prepare for his 
finals. He was one of five who 
obtained a First. (He was nar- 
rowly beaten to the top position 
by Geoffrey Wilkinson, who 
was later to receive the Nobel 


Prize for Chemistry.) There 
rhfn followed postgraduate re- 
search, also at Imperial, and he 
was awarded his PhD in 1943. 

His first paper reported 
work towards the synthesis of 
acetylenic alcohols related to vi- 
tamin A, and seeded a lifelong 
interest in acetylene chemistry. 
From 1943 to 1946, he worked 
at May and Baker, heading the 
c^erootherapentic research unit, 
and working on the chemistry 
and synthesis of penicillin. 

An Id Fellowship (194649) 
induced hi m to return to Im- 
perial This was a period of great 
happiness and chemical activi- 
ty, the latter recognised by his 
receipt of the Meldoia Medal of 
the Royal Institute of Chemistiy 
in 1948. P«s a Weedon (later 
Vice-Chancellor at Notting- 
ham University) recounted that, 
following Raphael's marriage to 
Prudence Gaffikin, he could of- 
ten be found in the depart- 
mental library, surrounded by 
journals, at the same time mind- 
ing their baby in a pram. He 
adcfed that “this does not sound 
very significant now, but it 
made quite an impact cm the 
male-dominated community of 
that time”. 

During Raphael's second 
period in Glasgow, the science 
blossomed as before. In 1961, 
he published a new synthesis of 
queen bee substance, a com- 
pound secreted by the queen to 
inhibit both ovary development 
in the worker bees and further 
queen rearing within the colony. 
In recognition of this and much 
other outstanding synthetic 
work, he was the TDden Lec- 
turer of the Chemical Society in 
1960, and was elected a Fellow 
of the Royal Society in 1962. His 
wider services to the chemical 
community in this period were 
expressed through membership 
of the Chemistry Committee of 
the Science Research Council 
and in his role as Vfr»-President 
(1963-66) and Council Member 
of the Chemical Society. 

It was perhaps inevitable 
that his talents would lead oth- 
er institutions to entice him 



Raphael: The Godfather’ 
Photograph: Godfrey Argent 


away. In 1973, he moved to 
Cambridge as Professor of Or- 
ganic Chemistry and Head of 
the Department of Organic 
- and Inorganic Chemistry. Here 
be carried out more elegant syn- 
thetic work. His undergraduate 
lectures were not only dear, but 
laced with humour and exam- 
ples of the relevance of synthesis 
to society. The humour which 
he demonstrated in the lecture 
theatre carried over into his dai- 
ly fife, and particularly to the 
h in tier table - either when he 
was an after-dinner speaker, or 
at home following his wife’s su- 
perb cuisine. He was an excel- 
lent raconteur, and used a 
measured delivery in his deeply 
resonant voice to good effect. 
In a busy life, bridge and ap- 
preciation of music were some 
of his pastimes. 

A considerable portion of 
Raphael's time was inevitably 
spent on administration. Not 
only (fid he cope with this almost 
single-handedly, but he sat on 
sufficient professional ap- 
pointment committees to be- 
come affectionately known as 
“The Godfather". 

FbDcjwing his arrival in Cam- 
bridge, his talents were tapped 
as a member of the Council of 
the Royal Society and President 
of the Organic Chemistry Di- 
vision of the Royal Society of 
Chemistiy. Additionally, he was 
a Pbtfler Lecturer of the Chem- 
ical Society in 1973, received 
their Ciba-Geigy Award for 
Synthetic Chemistry in 1975, 
and was Davy Medallist of the 
Royal Society in 1981. 

A new experience was to be 
a Fellow of a Cambridge Col- 
lege. At Christ's College he 
found himself, although a pro- 
fessor in the university, the col- 
lege’s most junior Fellow. As 
such, he was “Mr Nib", with the 
duty of pouring after-dinner 
drinks for other Fellows and 
their guests. The entry in 
Chrisi’s Wine-Book for 26 June 
1972 reads: “Professor Raphael 
presented a bottle of Sauternes 
to celebrate the first occasion he 
had occupied Mr Nib’s chair, 
and to express his appreciation 
of the friendly forbearance of 
the Room.” 

Dudley Williams 

Ralph Alexander Raphael, chemist: 
bom Gaydon, Surrey / January 1921; 
Lecturer in Organic Chemistry, Glas- 
gow University 1949-54 ; Professor of 
Organic Chemssuy. Queen's Univer- 
sity, Belfast 1954-57; Regius Profes- 
sor of OKmistfy,Cla^owiMversify 
1957-72; FRS 1962; Mow ofChrist’s 
College, Cambridge 1972-83; Pro- 
fessor of Organic Chemistry and 
Head of Department of Organic and 
Inorganic Chemistry, Cambridge Uni- 
versify 1972-88 (Professor Emeritus); 
CBE 1982; married 1944 Prudence 
Gaff&an (one son; one daughter); died 

Cambridge 27 April 1998. 


Rose Maddox 


Maddox: voice with ‘the 
smoke of the hill country 


BILLED as “America’s Most 
Colorful Hillbilly Band", the 
Maddox Brothers and Rose 
more than lived up to that 
description. 

Attired in ornately embroi- 
dered rhinestone costumes, 
their act was as much visual as 
musical. Their repertoire en- 
compassed ballads, blues and 
novelty numbers, and their 
music’s drive and rhythm an- 
ticipated rodrabifly. It was punc- 
tuated by wild yelps, spoken 
asides and maniacal laughter. 

If the Maddox boys (Cliff 


Fred, Don, Cal and Henry) 
gave the music its energy, it was 
their little sister Rose, the pos- 
sessor of a voice once described 
as having “the smoke and sub- 
stance of the hill country in it", 
who grabbed the attention. 

Born to sharecropping par- 
ents in the Appalachian foothills 
of northern Alabama, Rose was 
the youngest of seven children. 
In 1933, following the failure of 
their cotton crop, the family 
beaded west to California. 

They worked initially as 
fnirtpickers. Their move into 


music came after Fred saw a lo- 
cal group get paid $100 for per- 
forming at a rodeo. Rice’s 
Furniture Store in Modesto 
agreed to sponsor the band’s ra- 
dio appearances on the condi- 
tion that they were fronted by 
a female vocalist and so, at the 
age ofll. Rose made her pro- 
fessional debut. Featuring Cal 
on guitar and harmonica and 
Fred on bass, the band, known 
as the Alabama Outlaws, even- 
tually expanded to include 
brothers Cliff Don and 
“Friendly" Henry on, respec- 


tively, guitar, fiddle and man- 
dolin. Later still, they were 
joined by the steel guitarist 
Bud Duncan and, following 
Cliff's death in 1949, by a 
succession of lead guitarists. 

Managed by their domi- 
neering mother Lula, the out- 
fit performed in dance halls and 
hooky teaks up and down the 
San Joaquin >&Uey, entertain- 
ing tbe’ever-increasing numbers 
of dispossessed Southerners. 
Victory in a 1939 Sacramento 
talent competition gave them 
greater radio exposure and they 


became one of the area's biggest 
draws. The Second World War 
caused temporary dissolution 
and Maddox, her attempts to 
join the legendary Rob Wills 
having come to nothing, worked 
briefly with the bandleaders 
Arky Stark and Dave Stogner. 

From 1946, the reformed 
group began recording for Four 
Star Records. Rose’s increased 
confidence and the optimism of 
the immediate post-war years 
saw a change in approach and 
bore fruit in classics like 
“Philadelphia Lawyer” (aJca. 


“The Reno Blues"), “Honky 
Tonkin and “Sally Let Your 
Bangs Hang Down" (1948). 

By the mid-Fifties both Rose 
and the Brothers were signed to 
Columbia. She had cut her first 
solo sides in 1953 and, following 
the band’s final session in 1957, 
concentrated on a solo career. 

She was signed in 1959 to 
Capitol where her series of dart 
entries included “Kissing My 
Pillow" (1961), and “Sing a 
Little Song of Heartache" 
(1962). She also cut her two 
finest albums. The Glorybound 


Train (I960), and Rose Maddox 
Sing s Biuegrass (1962). 

Following her departure 
from Capitol she continued to 
perform both alone and with her 
brothers Henry and Cal. A 
1970 album for Starday, Rosie, 
was followed by minor outings. 
She spent her final years on 
Don’s Oregon ranch. 

Paul Wadey 


Rosdea Arbona Maddox, singer: 
bom Boaz, Alabama 15 August 1925; 
twice married (one son deceased); 
(Bed Ashland, Oregon IS April 1998. 
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Birthdays 

Sir John Arnold, former High Court 
judge, 83; General Sir Jeremy Back- 
er, former Master-General of the 
Ordnance. 59: Mr Tbny Blair MR 
Prime Minister, 45; Mr Thomas 

- cWtMi Rivnrfi or- 


tress, 52; Professor Rosemaiy uramp, 
archaeologist, 69; Miss Joanna Dun- 
ham, actress, 62; Sir Rank EreauL 
former Bailiff of Jersey, 79, Mr 
Robert Fell, former chief exemihve, 
Stock Exchange, 77; Miss Alessan- 
dro Fern, baBenoa. 35; Mr John Hen- 
derson. former LonJ-lienrenant of 
Berkshire, 78; Mr John Hutton MP, 
43- Vice-Admiral Sir Hugh MartelL 
Mr Freddy Randall, Jazz trum- 
peter, 77; Mr Alan Ross, author and 
^Mister, 76; The Rigta Rw John Tky- 
Iot, former Bishop of St Albans, 69. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Lorenzo lippi t Pes ' 1 9P? m 

Zipoli), poet and painter, 1606, 

jS^ntflieti-FirancaB Mane-Isidore 
de Robespierre, French revolution- 
ary, I75& Signmod Ere ? d *, nei fS^ 

rist and psj^hoanidysL . l **’ 

Rodoiph VAeotino tftodolfo Atfon- 
ro Baffaele Pierre Philibert Gugliel- 
mi di Vfclentina d’AntongnoUa), 
actor. 1895; Stewart Granger, (Jan** 
Lablandte Steward actor, 1913; 


George Orson Welles, actor, direc- 
tor and writer, 1915. Deaths: Hen- 
ry David Thoreau, pod and essayist, 
1862; Lyman Frank Baum, author of 
The Wizard of Oz, 1919; Maria 
Momcssori, physician and educa- 
tionist, 1952; Wilfrid Hyde White, ac- 
tor, 1991; Marlene Dieuich (Maria 
Magdalene Dietrich), actress. 1992. 
On this day: the first postage Stamp, 
the Fenny Black, was issued, 1840; 
P p prn g Forest was dedi c ated by 
Queen Victoria for the perpetual use 
of the people, 1882; Josef Stalin. be- 
came leader of the government of the 
Soviet Union, 1941; Roger Bannis- 
ter was first to run a xnfle in under 
four minutes, 1954; Princess Mar- 
garet married Antony Armstrong- 
Jones in Westminster Abbey, I960; 
Spain dosed the GibraltariSpanish 
border to all bin Spaniards, 1968. To- 
day is the Feast Day of St Edbert, St 
Evodius of Antioch, St John Before 
the Latin Gate and St Petroaax. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Colin Wiggins, 
“Masters of light fIJr Joseph Wright 
of Derby. An Experiment on a 8W 
in the Air Pump". I pm. 
fhbe Gallery: Jonathan Blackwood, 
“A Surrealist Dialogue; Britain and 
Europe in the Thirties'*, 1pm. 
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Judgment in default of defence would be set aside 


Anson fT/A Party Planners) v 
Trump; Court of Appeal (Lord 
WooK, Master of the RoBsi Lord 
Justice Octon and Lord justice 
Robert Walker) 7 April 1998 

THE COURT of Appeal al- 
lowed the appeal of the de- 
fendant against an order 
dismissing her summons to set 
aside a default judgment which 
had been entered against her. 

The plaintiff was in the 
business of organising parties 
for the rich and famous. The 
defendant, a prominent inter- 
national businesswoman and so- 
cialite, had approached the 
plaintiff who had agreed to or- 
ganise a party whica involved 
hiring an exclusive hotel and 
restaurant aver a wefcend. The 
defendant had paid a deposit of 
£10,000. The plaintiff had sub- 
sequently rendered her bill for 
the balance of £26,49732, mak- 
ing a total of about £36500. 


The defendant asserted that 
the agreement bad been that 
the party would cost a tittle un- 
der £25,000 or, alternatively, 
that the total bm was excessive. 
Michael Roberts (McNulty A Co, 
Hams) far the defendant: Andrew 
Burra (RadcBffe Crossmm Block) for 
ihc plaintiff. 

Lord Justice Otton said that 
the appeal was concerned pri- 
maiily until procedural matters. 
In May 1996 the plaintiff bad 
been allowed to amend her 
statement of claim by substi- 
tuting a new statement of 
claim. At the same time it had 
been ordered that the defence 
should be struck out, and that 
a new defence should be served 
within 21 days of service of the 
amended statement of claim. 

The amended statement of 
claim had been duly served in 
June 1996, but uo defence had 
been served within the 21-day 


time limit The p laintiff ’s so- 
licitors bad warned the defen- 
dant’s solicitors that they 
intended to enter judgment for 
the original sum claimed on 22 
November, pursuant to Order 
19 rule 2 of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court They had 
done so shortly after the open- 
ing of the court offices. On the 
same morning, shortly before 
the judgment had been signed, 
tiie defendant's solicitors 
had faxed a defence to the 
plaintiff’s solicitors. 

The first issue on the appeal 
was whether a default judg- 
ment could be entered under 
Order 19 rule 2 where a de- 
fence had been served outride 
the 21-day time limit but prior 
to the entry of judgment 
The judge had correctly 
interpreted the rule to mean 
that once a time limit for ser- 
vice of a defence had expired, 
a judgment thereafter signed tty 


the plaintiff was a regular 
judgment, and that a defence 
served after expiry but before 
judgment, although not a nul- 
lity, had been irregularly 
served That reading of the rule 
would cause no hardship to de- 
fendants, since it would be 
open to them to apply for 
leave to serve late or to apply 
to have judgment set aside if a 
plaintiff had known full well 
that there was a defence, albeit 
an irregular one. 

The second issue concerned 
the way in which pleadings 
faxed ro the other side were to 
be treated. Order 65 rule 5 pro- 
vided for service of documents 
by fax in accordance with para- 
graph (2B), ie where it was ef- 
fected tty transmission to the 
business address of a solicitor. 
The judge had taken the view 
that in order to make the rule 
work, there must be implied 
into it a reasonable time be- 


tween the actual arrival of the 
fax in the fax machine, and a 
communication to someone 
in the office who knew about 
the matter in question. 

There was, however, no 
scope within the rules to import 
a gloss of reasonableness or 
reasonable lapse of time, 
‘transmission" meant the 
transmission process from the 
moment that the document 
was despatched to a time 
when the complete document 
had been received in to the 
recipient's fax equipment. 

The third issue concerned 
the merits of the defence. The 
court had decided that it 
should consider afresh the ex- 
ercise of the discretion to set 
aside the judgment, and had 
concluded that the defendant 
should be given the opportu- 
nity to defend the ciatm as to 
the outstanding balance. 

Kate O’Hanlon, Banister 
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When ‘defeat’ is a 
victory for peace 

THERE HAS BEEN a clear pattern in recent years: only those who do 
not wish to change too much are in a position eventually to deliver revo- 
lutionary change. 

The Oslo accords that seemed to pave the way for peace in the Mid- 
dle East were agreed by Yitzhak Rabin, an Israeli prime minister who had 
never been known for dovishness. His assassination removed, in the short 
term at least, the possibility of change: Shimon Peres, more obviously com- 
mitted to a peaceful solution, could not carry the country with him in the 
way that Mr Rabin had briefly seemed able to do. In Northern Ireland, 
the traditional intransigence of Gerry Adams and of David Trimble has 
seemed in previous years to be a problem. More obviously, however, it has 
recently come to seem a bonus, in the sense that neither of them can eas- 
ily be portrayed as a sell-out. 

Both in Oslo and in the case of earlier Middle East talks - most no- 
tably the Cam p David agreement, brokered by the United States between 
Israel and Egypt - the deal came only after it seemed certain that it would 
founder. As in Belfast in the days before the Good Friday agreement, this 
was more than just brinkmanship. Both sides cared passionately about what 
they thought they might lose. Both sides knew that it would be almost im- 
possible to change the terms, after the deal had been struck. 

Theoretically, one could make the same case with the Israeli-Paiestin- 
ian indirect talks in London this week - where Madeleine Albright, the US 
Secretary of State, shuttled between two London hotels. Tony Blair said 
that there was neither breakthrough nor breakdown. Mrs Albright announced 
that the United States is ready to invite the participants for further meet- 
ings in \teshington next week, if further progress is made. For the moment, 
however, the chances of an outbreak of sanity look woefully slim. None of 
the participants has staked their political life on the outcome. 

The Ulster deadline set by the US mediator George Mitchell was, on 
the face of it. quite artificial. In theory, it did not matter a jot whether a 
peace deal was agreed before the Easter weekend or a few days or weeks 
or later. In practice, however, the setting of an unmiss able deadline was 
■ crucial- All parties at Stormont, whatever their differences on politics, shared 
the view that this was their last chance. If they did not manage to hamm er 
something out through the long night (and then another night, and then 
another), then everything else would be lost, for the foreseeable future. 

In London this week, fay contrast, there has been a strong sense of mere- 
ly walking through the part. The Israeli leader, Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
has repeatedly made clear his contempt for the spirit of the Oslo accords, 
may eventually come to accept the inevitability of change. For the moment, 
however, he still seems locked into the positions held by both sides in North- 
ern Ireland just a few years ago, where any backdown was seen as a de- 
feat. not as a potential victory for both sides. 

Mr Netanyahu talked yesterday of the need to “close all the gaps” and 
of “resolving outstanding issues”. But he also emphasised “a very simple 
point: we cann ot compromise on Israel's security”. This includes a blunt 
refusal to give up 13 per cent of the West Bank, as proposed by the Amer- 
icans, as part of the redeployment agreed in the Oslo accords. 

Even the Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat- who had more reason than 
most to be pessimistic -appeared almost upbeat He noted “some progress” 
and said that “time is needed in order to achieve an agreement”. Follow- 
ing his 50-minute meeting with Mr Blair at Downing Street, Mr Arafat re- 
jected the suggestion that the talks bad failed. 

Despite attempts to put a brave face ou the progress of the talks there 
seems, however, little chance of real change while Mr Netanyahu is so ob- 
viously wedded to the win-or-Iose scenario - for his own domestic elec- 
toral reasons. Hawkishness is good for votes. And yet, as Cyril Ramaphosa. 
senior negotiator in South Africa’s transition from apartheid, emphasised 
on a visit to Northern Ireland last week, agreements only become posa- 
ble when both sides recognise that they must lose something, in order to 
win. It is a message Mr Arafat has long since learnt - even while the rad- 
ical pressures on him continue. If Mr Netanyahu foils to learn that basic 
lesson, then Israelis and Palestinians alike will have little reason to remember 
him fondly. What seems like a retreat can easily come to seem an advance. 
Standing firm, meanwhile, can come to seem the greatest defeat of all. 

C4: back to new ways 

ACCORDING TO the independent Television Commission, some of Chan- 
nel 4’s recent output has been lacking the vital quality of innovation. This 
is a serious charge. 

When Channel 4 was launched in 1982, it was told to innovate and ex- 
periment and to devote a “suitable proportion” of programming to tastes 
and interests not catered for by ITV. It took its remit seriously. Channel 
4 has changed British television for the better. Brookside challenges taboos 
routinely. Film On Four has boosted the British film industry with works 
such as Shallow Grave and Trainspotting. The Big Breakfast was experimental, 
if nothing else. We were given the surreal comedy of Father Ted. All this 
is good, indeed excellent, television. So what is Channel 4 doing wrong? 

The ITC believes Channel 4 may have strayed from its remit recently 
in its factual broadcasting. In particular, there has been insufficient attention 
paid to “adult education”, which is dominated by gardening, cookery and 
pets. Channel 4 News, excellent though it is. has not witnessed very much 
innovation recently. Channel 4 needs to address these weaknesses and there 
are encouraging signs that its new boss, Michael Jackson, knows this. 

Mr Jackson, when he was with the BBC, suggested that the Channel 
4's courtship of a young audience had gone too far and threatened to over- 
shadow its achievements in documentaries, drama, and the arts. He asked: 
“Am I alone in thinking that the pursuit of demographics - in particular 
young, lager-drinking, upwardly mobile men - has led to a sapping of Chan- 
nel 4’s originality? Has consumerism eroded the spirit of curiosity?” The 
ITC report suggests that be was not on his own. Thanks to the phasing- 
out of the levy paid to the ITV companies, Mr Jackson is now able to make 
the most of the station’s success in pulling in advertising. The mild rebuke 
of the ITC gives him all the excuse he needs to follow his instincts. 



Rights and religions 

Sin We welcome the Government’s 
determination to incorporate the Eu- 
ropean Convention on Human 
Rights into British law through the 
Human Rights Bill, now moving into 
its committee stage in the House of 
Commons. The Human Rights Act 
will be a keystone in (seating a more 
just and equitable society. 

We believe that foith communi- 
ties and their associated organisations 
should respond warmly to legislation 
which makes it easier for United 
Kingdom citizens to protect their ba- 
sic human rights. While we recognise 
some of the anxieties expressed by 
other Christians regarding the Bill’s 
implications, sound legal opinion 
and the experience of churches in Eu- 
rope indicate that Article 9, dealing 
with religious freedom, provides 
dear and proper protection. Such 
fears are therefore misplaced. We de- 
plore attempts by some Christians to 
weaken the Bill through exemption- 
type amendments. Wte encourage Her 
Majesty’s Government to reject de- 
vices which surround the Bill with ex- 
clusions, defences and opt-outs. Such 
exemptions would be inconsistent 
with its manifesto commitment to 
“bring rights home”. 

We affirm the values represented 
by the Human Rights BUL As such 
they challenge our religious institutions 
in the way they conduct themselves as 
human communities. Those who op- 
pose the foil incorporation of the Eu- 
ropean Conventioa, by challenging the 
inclusion of churches and other reli- 
gious bodies within the definition of 
“public authority”, are in danger of 
creating legislation which is less rather 
than more satisfactory to the church- 
es. Nairowand misguided institutional 
self-interest should give way to an em- 
brace of those rights and values which 
will enhance the common good. 
BEN BRADSHAW MP 
( Exeter, Lab ) 

CHRIS BRYANT 
Christum Socialist Movement 
NADER DINSHAW 

JOHN GIBSON 

Catholics for a Changing Church 
+ JOHN GUILDFORD 
(The Right Rev John Gladwin, 

Bishop of Guildford) 

The Most Rev RICHARD 
HOLLOWAY 
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Bishop of Edinburgh 

HELENA KENNEDY 

( Baroness Kennedy of the Shows) 

RICHARD KERKER 

Lesbian and Gav Christian Movement 

Canon MAKTYN PERCY. DAVID 

McCLEAN 

The Lincoln Theological Institute 
MARTIN PENDERGAST ' 
Christians for Human Rights 
The Right Rev PETER SELBY 
Bishop of Worcester 
VALERIE STROUD 
We Are Church (UK) 

ELIZABETH STUART 
Professor of Theology, Winchester 
+ ROWAN MONMOUTH _ 

(The Right Rev Rowan Williams, 
Bishop of Monmouth) 

London E9 

Eurobank row 

Sin The behaviour of the French gov- 
ernment in forcing the splitting of the 
presidency of the European Central 
Bank raises grave questions about the 
true motives of the French partic- 
ipation in the European construction. 
France’s pursuit of hollow grandeur 
at the expense of reason and noblesse 
d'esprit could have hardly come at a 
worse time. 

However, now is not the time to 
express naive shock and jeer from the 
sidelines at Euro-pditics. Nor can we 
allow a 15-nation project to be- 
come a statist and interventionist- 
model designed by the French for 
them to use as an extension of their 
own national power. 

It is only by playing a full part 
within the EU that the UK can wres- 
tle with French influence and, to- 
gether wilh other countries, try to 
prevent such acts of egocentrism. 
OLIVER CARDIGAN 
London W14 

Sin The French want their man to be 
head of the European Central Bank, 
and everyone eke doesn't. The French 
get their way. The British want their 
beef and chocolate to be sold through- 


out the EU, and everyone else doesn’t 
Everyone else gets their way. Maybe 
Tm missing something here, but 
couldn’t everyone else simply have told 
the French where they get off? 
RICHARD BARTLE 
Colchester, Essex 

Sir: Giles Radice claims (Comment, 
4 May), that “it could be to our last- 
ing national disadvantage to put off 
the decision to join the euro too . 
long”. In feet it would be to our last- 
ing national advantage to make the 
decision now not to join. 

History shows that the artificial 
union of disparate nation states al- 
ways ends in bloodshed. And I fear 
for the future of our grandchildren. 
The loss of sovereignty by absorption 
in to a “country called Europe”, the 
inevitable eventual consequence of 
our membership of EMU, would 
spell the end of our considerable in- 
fluence in the world - an influence 
which has been a force for good over 
many centuries. It would also spell 
the end of our prosperity, hard-won 
as an independent nation. 

Harmonisation, the bun-word 
of the EU, is aQ about agreement and 
compatibility, and yet France and 
Germany, the two countries which in- 
tend to rule Europe, cannot agree on 
the simple issue of the chairmanship 
of the European Central Bank. 
GERRY HANSON 
Ivor Heath, Buckinghamshire 

Sir The European Parliamentary 
Elections BDl now to be considered 
in committee by the Lords, contains 
a profound change in our constitu- 
tional arrangements which ought to 
alarm us all. 

For the first time in British his- 
tory, the only choice we (excluding 
the Northern Irish) shall have at the 
forthcoming Euroelection will be to 
support one party or another. Once 
we have made that choice, seats will 
be awarded to the parties within elec- 
toral regions in proportion to votes 
gamed, and they will be filled by par- 


ty nominees in an order selected by 
the parties. So 84 out of the 87 Unit- 
ed Kingdom MEPs will depend for 
their position on the service they ren- 
der to’ the party, and not an the $er- 
. vice they render their constituents. 
Is this what we really want? 

SIMON GAZELEY 
Bath 

Real nappies 

Sin I have just read Vhnya Body’s let- 
ter (2 May) sitting in my sunny gar- 
den, where a line qf snow-white 
nappies flap in the breeze, and would 
like to encourage her to resist peer 
pressure and try “real” nappies. 

I started to use them four and a 
half years ago, when my second child 
was bom, and my youngest is, I trust, 
about to bid them farewelL My 
original sets of nappies are still go- 
ing (and white), and I reckon I have 
saved mountains of landfill, consid- 
erable sums of money and a great 
deal of musde power, no i lugging dis- 
posables home from the shops. 

The secret is to build the soaking 
and washing into the schedule. Invest 
in a bucket with a lid. a pair of des- 
ignated rubber gloves and a sense of 
humour for the occasional leak. Then 
when \fcnya Body’s adolescent accuses 
her of contributing to toxic landfill, die 
can say (smugly) “But I didn't.” 
CHARLOTTE OBOLENSKY 
Bristol 

Box of tricks 

Sin Pandora (The Box, 28 April), 
suggests that I resorted to indeci- 
pherable techno-speech in a debate 
in the Commons. The question yqu 
quote, whilst certainly technical, 
was in feet a written question, and 
had to be in that form to get a rel- 
evant answer. I wouldn't dream of 
speaking in such jargon - not a sin- 
gle MP would understand me. 
MATTHEW TAYLOR MP 
(Truro and St Austell, Lib Dem) 
House of Commons 


Men, sex and football 

Sir Annabel F^rriman is yet anoth- 
er in a long line of women writers who 

agonise over why men. commit adul- 
tery or speculate why some famous 
person is caught with a prostitute 
(““Why's he a dirty Harry?”, 2 May). 
She quotes a (woman) psychologist 
who has “discovered the reasons”. 

It really is very simple. Sperms and 
eggs. Men have lots of the former and 
our unsocialised imperative is to 
spread them about. With the domi- . 
nant and most desirable males, the 
imperative is even stronger and 
whatever men may tell women as we 
gaze deeply into your eyes, even those 
with a below-average sex (hive would 
be doing it all the time, if we were 
sure we could get away with it. 

There is one area in. which men 
and women do indeed confuse eachp 
other. Women find it difficult to bc&v 
lieve that men genuinely do not re- 
ally think they are doing anything 
wrong. What we do not understand 
is why men always get the blame and 
never all the women who are vol- 
untarily doing it with us. - 
TIMOTHY St ATHER 
London SWI3 

Sir. With reference to your leading 
article “Send her off and let me watch 
the football!” (5 May), I appear to 
be one of the few men in Englan d 
determined to avoid seeing any of the, 
World Cup; a lecture on the histo- 
ty of plywood would be more inter- 
esting. Instead, I intend to spend 
June and July shopping in London's 
West End, enjoying candle-lit din- 
ners. sipping champagne in exclusive - 
nightclubs, staying in five-star hotels 
- and having sex. Please feel free to 
pass on my address and telephone 
number to any disgruntled wives or . 1 
girlfriends of football fans who 

would like to join me. : 

JAMES McANDREW" . 

London W1 

Gill’s Stations 

Sir: There is already a memorial in 
Westminster Cathedral and place of 
prayer for all victims of any kind of 
abuse (Letters, 5 May). It is called 
the Twelfth Station of the Cross. 
LAWRENCE SCOON 
Workington, Cumbria 


What your name means - if it sounds funny and made up 



MILES 

KINGTON 


TODAY I am glad to welcome back Dr Ver- 
non Monicker, the man who knows more 
about the origin of names than anyonej He’s 
here today to answer your queries about 
where your name comes from, or where 
someone else's name comes from, if your 
name is too boring to ask questions about. 
All yours, Vernon ! 

Netanyahu 's a funny sort pf name, isn't it? 
It sounds sort ofsitiv and made up. doesn't 
it? 

Dr Vemoa Monicker writes: Yes. it docs, 
doesn’t it ? 

On the other hand, lasser Arafat sounds 
equally silly and sort of made up. doesn V it? 
Dr Vernon Monicker writes: Yes. it docs, 
doesn’t it? Look. I don’t want to complain, 

but could we have something a little less top- 
ical and controversial, please? 

Garibaldi's a funny sort of name, isn 't it? It 


sounds sort of silly and made up, doesn 7 it? 
Dr Vernon Monicker writes: Yes, it does, 
doesn't it? Actually, could we have some- 
thing a little MORE topical, please ? 
Mandeison is a funny sort of name, isn 7 it? 
Looks sort of inade up, really, doesn't it? 
Dr Vfcrnon Morikkcr writes: Not at alL Man- 
deison is another name like Mendelssohn, 
or Thomson. Mendelssohn means “son of 
Mendel” and Thomson means “son of 
Thomas”. 

So Mandeison means “ son of Mendel", 

does it? 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: Er, yes, I sup- 
pose so. Yes, definitely. 

I have just looked up " MandeFin a German 
dictionary and in German it means either an 
“ almond " or a “tonal”. So you think that 
Mandeison means either “Almondson " or 

“Tonsilson”, do you? 

Dr Vfcmon Monicker writes: Look, Tm get- 


ting fed up being asked to explain names 
I’m not sure about. Hasn't anyone got any 
names I can easily explain? 

Daphne duMaurier is a a funny sort of name, 
isn 7 it? It sounds sort of silly and made up, 
doesn't it? 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: Yes, it does, 
doesn't it? Of course, many well-known 
names in England have a foreign origin, but 
once we get used to them they no longer 
sound exotic. One thinks of Bronte and de 
Glanville and Portillo and Dallaglio... 
Don 7 eivde the subject. 1 ou don 7 know the 
origin of Daphne du Manner's name, do you? 
Dr Vernon Monicker writes: Of course I do. 
But before we leave the subject, you might 
be interested to know that in Italian “aglio" 
means "garlic”. 

So? 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: Well, Lhal 
means that the name of the current captain 


of the English rugby team -. Dallaglio - 
means, in Italian, “from the garlic” or “of 
the garlic”. 

Fascinating. So what docs Daphne du Mau- 
rier's name come from? 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: From the word 
“daphne”. This refers to a kind of flower- 
ing shrub known - coincidentally - as a 
daphne. It comes via Latin from the Greek 
word “daphne", meaning “laurel”. So it’s 
interesting to know that Daphne du Mau- 
rier and Stan Laurel had the same name! 
What ‘s interesting about it? 

Dr Vernon Monicker writes: Nothing. Sor- 

So. what docs du Mauriermam, Dr Vernon 
Know-all? 

Dr \femon Monicker writes: Wall, obviously 
“maurier" is a French word referring to a 
profession like “patissier” nr “epicier”... 
Yes, but what profession? 


Dr Vernon Monicker writes: Will, obviously 1 , 
someone who deals with “maures”. 

Which are... ? 

Dr Vetnon Monicker writes: Well, accord- 
ing to the dictionary, a “maiire” is a 
Moor . Not the kind of moors which the 
psopie of Bradford and Leeds always claim 
are five minutes walk from the city centre, 
but the land of Moors that invaded Spain, 
and of whom Othello was an example. 

So what kind of profession would work ex- 
clusively with ‘'Moors", then, eh? 

■?[ Vernon Monicker writes: I don’t know. 
pt t? wily won l soroeone please please 
PLEASE ask me a name I can explain, like 
Hempleman- Adams? 

What does the name Hempleman-Adams 
come from? 

Pm sorry- that’s all we have tune for this 
week. Dr Vernon Monicker will be back 
again soon! 
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Patients no longer — 
all customers now 


we are 



HAMS I H 
McRAE 

THE FUTURE 
OF DRUGS 


IT HAS been an extraordinary few davs in 

^ America 




**1***™*' “d now the po£i- 
bOity of a drug, or rather combination of two 

fffS 1 cure cancer hv switching 

off the blood supply to tumours. S 

They represent two ends of the pharma- 
ceutical spectrum. One is a drug with obvi- 
ous consumer appeal - just the sort of 
market-driven product that people dock to 
buy and the big commercial drug companies 
kive to create. The other represents our more 
traditional idea of the purpose of medicine' 
the thing you take to cure you of a grave ill- 
ness. If it works, and there are inevitably con- 
siderable doubts, it will rank alongside 
vaccination or the first antibiotics as one of 
the giant breakthroughs in medicine. 

It therefore Illustrates a tension, which will 
become more evident, between the pressure 
on the giant pharmaceutical companies to 
produce drugs that meet consumer demand 
(for that is how they win make the most mon- 
ey for their shareholders) and the wider de- 
mand from humankind to find drugs that treat 
the mortal diseases. 

Of course there is no hard and fast line 
between the two: any drug that can treat can- 
cer successfully will have enormous com- 
mercial demand. But there is a chasm 
between, on the one hand, mood-changing 
drugs like Vhlium (which damps you down) 
or Prozac (which cheers you up), both of 
which have been great commercial success- 
es, and on the other, treatments for diseases 
like malaria, which will be less profitable be- 
cause they occur largely in poor countries. 

Viagra is towards the Prozac end of the 
scale. There is tremendous demand for it for 
obvious reasons, but on purely medical 
grounds the case for its use is less compelling. 
Though it treats a distressing condition, some 
people might think of it almost as a recre- 
ational drug. As a result the Health Main- 
tenance Organisations in America are 
refusing to fund its use. The control of the 
cost of private sector health care in the US 
is largely sub-contracted by employers to the 
HMOs. who therefore cany out a similar gate- 
keeping function as the NHS does in the UK. 
Presumably the NHS will take also a simi- 
larly sceptical view of its medical value 
when the product becomes available here. 

Is it unfair to suggest that the drug com- 
panies are only interested in developing drugs 
that make profits? Maybe a little; but the hard 
fact remains that the balance of money spent 
on research is swinging away from the edu- 
cational establishments and towards the 
giant drug companies. The financial markets 
recognise and indeed demand the focus on 
profits that the pharmaceutical giants deliv- 
er and have rerated their shares according- 
ly. Pharmaceuticals account for about 12 per 
cent of the value of the top 100 shares in Lon- 
don, give or take the odd percentage point, 
about as high as they have ever been. Mean- 


while similar pressures are mounting on ed- 
ucational establishments, for as government 
foods are restricted they have to get spon- 
sorship from commerce to hefo fond their re- 
search. 

This shift of the supply of research from 
educational establishment to commercial 
company has been mirrored on the demand 
side by a shift in people's expectations of 
health care. In the old days drugs were 
doctors prescribed to make you better: the 
consumer took what he or she was told to do. 
Now, gradually, there has been a shift, with 
people taking a much greater responsibility 
for their own health and expecting to have 
much more say in how they are treated. We 
are becoming customers rather than patfanr.?. 

There is one enormously positive side of 
this: the emphasis on lifestyle as a determi- 
nant of health. You see this in all sorts of ways 
— the decline in smoking, the increasing pro- 
portion of people taking regular exercise, the 
efforts to improve diet and so on. The no- 
tion that the fastest way to improve the heal th 
of the nation is to encourage a shift in lifestyle 
is now accepted by the Government, hence 
the nannyish tone of both this one and its pre- 
decessor. 

But there is also a less positive aspect We 
will not always be the best judges of what is 
good for us. As the balance of power shifts 
from producer to consumer, from doctor to 
patient, some of us will end up living health- 
ier lifestyles, but some will use the new free- 
dom to take drugs that don't maV«» us better 
but simply make us feel better - for a while. 

That freedom win grow. It will grow be- 
cause we are moving towards a global mar- 
ket for prescription dregs. At the moment 
what is available and not available is still con- 
trolled by national governments. But these 
governments have different standards: what 
is available one country is not available in an- 
other. Countries have different authorisation 
procedures, some believing that ultra-strin- 
gent testing is necessary before a drug is made 
generally available, others believing that 


We are moving 
towards a global 
market for 
prescription drugs 


the balance of advantage is in getting the drug 
to the consumer as quickly as is reasonably 
possible. Knowledge about drugs' properties 
and potential will become universally avail- 
able through the Internet; drug£ are light and 
easy to transport; and credit cards already pro- 
vide a global payments mechanism. 

At the moment we have a white market 
in prescription dregs and a black market in 
illegal ones. Expect a grey market to grow 
in dregs that are legal and available in some 
places but not in others. Expect consumers 
everywhere to regard themselves as the peo- 
ple who have the right to make these deci- 
sions, not the politicians in the country in 
which they happen to reside. 

In the next months we are going to see 
some interesting tests. People here will want 
to test drive Viagra before it is commercial- 
ly available. And people everywhere wiD be 
prepared to risk taking the cancer drugs long 
before they have gone through the normal 
screening procedures - and these are dregs 
which up to now have not been tested on hu- 
mans, only mice. 

Above all. marketing is going to become 
a vital component in drug development Vi- 
agra is a good example. Great name that: a 
combination of virile and Niagara. 


Could government take on the 
task of making happy families? 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

RELATIVE 

VALUES 


YOU maybe unaware of the 
fact but yesterday was Nation- 
al Parenting Day. 1 was so un- 
aware of it that I carried on as 
normal. I went to work, my kids 
went to school , I did five min- 
utes of quality single parenting 
(“No, you cannot watch Scream 
r) and took the cat to the vet 
to insure that she could no 
longer go around irresponsibly 
giving birth to kittens that she 
does not seem interested in 
communicating with in any way 
whatsoever. 

No one sent me a card con- 
gratulating me on my parent- 
ing skills, but I expect this is 
because National Parenting 
Day is a new invention. It 
comes as all new inventions 
must, from the think -tank still 
unfortunately known as 
Demos. They have patented the 
idea in an effort to get away 
from the rather sectarian Moth- 
er's Day and Esther’s day and 
also to publicise their latest 
pamphlet. Relative Values: Sup- 
port for relationships and par- 
enting, written by Ed Straw, 
brother of Jack. 

The report could be sum- 
marised by one of Straw’s ba- 
sic observations: “Happiness is 
good economics.” Unhappi- 
ness costs government money. 
The fall-out from divorce, dys- 
function and family breakdown 
is costly in terms of benefits, 
crime rates, drug and alcohol 
dependency. Two questions in- 
evitably follow. What should 
governments do to make us 
happier? And is the role of gov- 
ernment to insure personal 
happiness? Clearly Ed Straw 
thinks that the answer to the 
second question is yes, arguing 
for a national programme of in- 
vestment in education and sup- 
port for relationships and 
parenting. 

Strong and committed re- 
lationships with parents 
equipped to parent is the ideal 
Fine. many of the thing s 

that Straw is arguing for - 
counselling programmes and 
agencies to provide help with 
step-families, redundancy and 
stress-related Alnesses, for in- 
stance - already exist in a 
somewhat shambolic form. 
The novelty of Straw’s idea is 
that all these various agencies 
should be drawn together into 



On the merry-go-round of family life, change, not breakdown, is the rule 


an institution much lflre the 
NHS called, he suggests. The 
National Relationship and Par- 
enting Service. Just as fifty 
years ago the nation's health be- 
came a matter of public policy 
so, he argues, the same virion 
and drive is needed to deal with 
our emotional life. 

Apart from this dreadful 
name - 1 suggest the word re- 
lationship be banned from pub- 
lic discourse altogether - this 
smacks of Big Brother-style 
intrusion into people’s private 
lives. Most people may want 
support when things go wrong 
but they don’t want to be told 


that the populace can be coun- 
selled into compliance. If we are 
aware of the economic cost of 
family breakdown then we must 
surely also be aware of the eco- 
nomic causes. Family life has 
changed, rather than broken 
down, as women have entered 
the work-place; and no amount 
of “relationship education” w 31 
stem the repercussions of this. 

Straw is right to suggest 
that we know already what 
works. We know for instance 
that prevention is better than 
cure when it comes to crime; we 
know that abuse leads to abuse, 
that cycles of deprivation can 


sbonld incorporate realistic 
cases of domestic crisis and pos- 
itive examples of families who 
work through their problems 
successfully. Obviously only 
someone who never watches 
soaps would make such a pro- 
posal. Besides the fact that 
soaps are popular dramas 
rather than broadcasts on be- 
half of The Relationship Par- 
ty, soaps deal with family 
breakdown day in and day out 
Most of the families in Ramsay 
Street, Brookskle Close and Al- 
bert Square have experienced 
breakdown, reconciliation, 
death, destruction, drug prob- 


People may want support when things go wrong, 
but they don’t want to be told how to do things 
in the first place, especially not by government 


how to do things in the first 
place, especially not by a gov- 
ernment body. Demos, who 
has never shied away from the 
concept of social engineering, 
maintains that none of Straw’s 
proposals axe to be seen as 
moral instruction but as simply 
educational. 

This seems rather a fudge 
because parts of this govern- 
ment would dearly like to pro- 
mote family values, while 
others are wary of what hap- 
pened to the Tories’ Back to Ba- 
sics campaign. While Straw 
uses the phrase “holistic gov- 
ernment” as though the role of 
the state was somehow to unite 
us body and sou! in some brave 
new world where every day is 
National Parenting Day, many 
will balk at the implication 


and need to be stopped. There 
already exists a body of knowl- 
edge and skills about how to 
make relationships more ful- 
filling. Some of it exists in the 
professional world of therapy, 
counselling and social work. 
The rest of it exists in the in- 
formal and feminisedworid of 
popular culture, which contin- 
ually instructs us on how to have 
better sex, better kitchens, bet- 
ter children. 

As we have come to expect 
from Demos publications, the 
pamphlet is far better at offer- 
ing novel but traditional polit- 
ical solutions, such as the 
setting up of a new government 
agency, than it is at dealing with 
the actual culture in which we 
live. Straw makes the bizarre 
suggestion that soap operas 


lems and HTV education on a 
scale that Straw could only 
dream about. No one in Neigh- 
bours for instance has sex with- 
out hours of discussion before 
hand. Are they old enough? 
Are they committed? Have 
they sorted out the sexually 
transmitted disease aspect? Do 
their parents know? 

The point; then, is that 
much of what Straw would like 
to happen is already happening 
but it is not co-ordinated or leg- 
islated for by any governmen- 
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tal agency. How far politicians 
can incorporate the language of 
emotion that supposedly swept 
the country after Diana's death 
into public policy pronounce- 
ments is debatable. 

Obviously all governments 
engage in a certain amount of 
social engineering and most of 
us support this, whether it is 
drink-drive campaigns or sex 
education in schools. Yet de- 
spite a willingness to be more 
open about what causes prob- 
lems, both personally and po- 
litically, for society, there is still 
avast avoidance of certain cru- 
cial issues. 

We are still “in denial” 
about some our difficulties. 
While the socialisation or lack 
of it of young men has been re- 
cently acknowledged as a fun- 
damental problem - a case 
feminists have made for years 
- it has now become apparent 
even to government that unless 
masculine identity can be re- 
constructed and adaptive it be- 
comes destructive. likewise 
blathering on about parenting 
is no good when fathers refuse 
to do it or work such long hours 
that they physically cannot. 

So let me just share some- 
thing with you: buzzwords will 
not change people's reality. If 
politicians want to support 
“parenting”, let them leave it 
to us choose to be counselled 
or not. Instead, they can just 
give us parental rick leave, 
shorter hours, tax breaks and 
decent nurseries. That’s the 
kind of family therapy we re- 
ally need. 


How I intend to bait the local party canvassers 


h 



MICHAEL 

BROWN 

ON GETTING HIS 
Q|WN BACK 


FOR THE past year I have 

been living in the oral woritL Af- 
ter 18 years of gleaning infor- 
mation about political and 
economic affairs from cosy 
chats with prime ministers, 
chancellors and assorted sec- 
retaries of states at lunches, re- 
ceptions, tea room t£re-a-tfites 
and smoking room huddles I 
am reduced to reading news- 
papers and watching occasion- 
al television. 

Being new a normal nobody 
joining the massed millions of 
the silent majority I have no op- 

rmr «nli>en 
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begs a question. In the past I 
could rant and rave to a gov- 
ernment minister either in pri- 
vate, or if be reaBy annoyed me, 

in the chamber of the House of 
Commons. If that did not work 
I could use the foil pomposity 
of being a member of a select 
committee and take on a hap- 
less foreign secretary or per- 
manent secretary to ask my daft 
question or peddle my latest 
hobby horse. Then I could is- 
sue a press release dema nd i n g 
his resignation. 

Now, I can only do what 

everyone else does who has no 

influence on anything: shout at 
the TV; grumble at breakfast 

time when the gas or phone bills 
spofl the argue with ftieo* 

5 the dinner table or ring the 
latest telly poll m the Sun. 

But hev! Suddenly I receive 


a poll card for the London elec- 
tions. A deluge of Labour par- 
ty leaflets solid! my vote for 
“Madge, Jorie and David” in 
ma rginal Churchill 'ftfard in 
Westminster to “Get London 
moving”. 

Oh bliss it is to be on the 
other ride of the fence. Never 
in my life have I been can- 
vassed. For every election since 
I was old enough to vote I have 
been a committed party work- 
er, candidate or MP out on the 
stump in all weathers canvass- 
ing for votes in gruesome coun- 
cil blocks where, on occasions, 
I was hicky to escape with any 
life. 

For 18 years, every time I 
knocked on a door, 1 waited 
nervously for the pitbull to be 
restrained before 15 stone of 
tattooed brawn confronted me, 
saw my blue rosette and let 
forth in ripe Anglo Saxon how 
I, Thatcher and Major had 
(seated every ill known to man. 

At every election, either on 
my own behalf or in support of 
a party worker standing for 
council, I have had to defend 
the indefensible, blame world 
recessions, and everyone and . 
everything else except the 
Tfcries and myself inorder to se- 
cure a wretched vote. 

Not this time- 

Haviag moved to London 
permanently I am now going to 
put to good use all the schem- 
ing lines and lies voters rightly 


use io let politicians know that 
for a few brief weeks, they, the 
electors, have the upper h a n d. 

. My first opportunity came 
last Wednesday night My fiat 
buzzer rang. Down the entry 
phone (how 1 hated those dia- 
bolical inventions when I can- 
vassed) a drenched young city 
slicker shouts for ail the yobbos 
in the street to hear that he is 
my Conservative candidate. 

So excited am I that I invite 
him in and offer coffee or gin 
and tonic. This is the first time 


got one from the Tbries.” 

Sadly my innate tribal loy- 
alty gets the better of me as I 
see the foot-weary bedraggled 
wretch. No one knows better 
than I how awful it is for a par- 
ly foot solder to be at the mer- 
cy of the voter on his home 
ground. 

I confess my past, tell him he 
has my vote and he trots away 
happy. I remember how just 
ODe pleasant premise of support 
during a hapless wet three 
hours on the slog can make up 


I cannot wait for either Madge, Josie 
or David to solicit me for New Labour. 
I shall hide my photo with Margaret 
Thatcher bn her 70th birthday 


in my life I have been can- 
vassed. I want to Let off one year 
of penl-up steam as be suddenly 
becomes the embodiment of 
everything to do with the rights 
and wrong? of the Conservative 
Party, l want to detain him as 
I have been on hundreds of oc- 
casions* delaying the time It will 
take him to canvas an endless 
forfaddliig street 

I delight in brandishing the 
Labour leaflet and say, as was 
said to me so often, “L haven’t 


for 50 abusive variations of 
“anyone but you”. 

I cannot wait for either 
Madge. Jorie or David to solidt 
me for New Labour. I shall hide 
my photo with Margaret 
Thatcher on ber 70th birthday, 
invite them in, waste their time 
and pretend to be life-long old 
Labour. How I shall love to 
open with, “We only see you at 
election time.” I shall berate 
them with “this Thatcher in 
drag principal boy Tony" and 


demand renationalisation and 
huge taxes on the rich. I shall 
fume about dumping loyal old 
socialists. What fun I shall have 
upbraiding them for selling the 
working man down the River 
TTiames. How I shall enjoy 
asking why they are privatising 
the Underground. “Even 
Thatcher never did that," I 
shall scream. 

Looking at the photos of my 
three Labour candidates I sus- 
pect Madge and Josie. who look 
as though they've been lifelong 
Labour workers since Attlee's 
day, may privately agree with 
me. David, however, looks the 
very model of Derek Draper 
doning and will probably be 
nervous as his answers wifi, no 
doubt, be electronically moni- 
tored by Mandelson at Mill- 
bank Tower. 

How I look forward to us- 
ing those trite phrases -“I'll be 
there on the day”, “I’ll think 
about it", “PH decide when I get 
there” - that I heard so often 
when the voter wanted to dan- 
gle me on his line. And how, 
best of all, I shall say that my 
gammy leg means that at the 
very least 111 need a Labour car 
to get me to the polls, “Oh and 
can I just pop into the betting 
shop on the way?" 

Then I suppose I'U vote 

Tojy as usirnL 

The writer was MP for Briggand 
Cleethorpes from 1979 to 1997. 
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French billionaire becomes Christie’s biggest 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate Gty Editor 


A BILLIONAIRE investor has emerged 
as the largest shareholder in Christie’s 
International, the auction house which 
called off discussions about a £5 00m 
takeover earlier this year. 

Christie’s announced yesterday that 
Francois Pinault, one of France’s richest 
businessmen, had acquired a 29 per cent 
stake in the business. The shareholding was 
acquired from Joe Lewis, the Bahamas* 


based investor who was a key member of 
the consortium of wealthy individuals 
which foiled with a takeover approach to 
Christie’s in January. 

Christie’s said It did not know if the 
share purchase was hostile and it had only 
been informed of die deal when it had been 
completed. The company has not yet met 
Mr Pinault, who controls the £llbn 
Pmaoit-Printemps-Redonte retail empire. 

The price of the transaction was not (fe- 
dosed as it was conducted off-market. 
However, analysts said the price might have 


beea at a premium to the market price, 
which dosed 4p higher at 296p yesterday. 
That would put a price tag of £140m on 
the 29 per cent stake and value Christie’s 
at£480m. 

The off-market transaction raised eye- 
brows in the Gty as the purchase of such 
a laige shareholding at an undisclosed price 
could lead to a false market in the shares. 

Sources dose to Mr Pinault suggest that 
be is a long-term investor who would not 
necessarily have acquired the sharehold- 
ing as a prelude to a full scale bid. It is 


thought he might have bought the stake 
anticipating a continued recovery in the art 
market' 

Mr Pinault knows the Christie’s busi- 
ness well. As one of France's foremost art 
collectors be is a regular Christie’s customer 
with preferences for modem aiuHe also 
hwa an impressive collection of sculptures 

Mr Pinault has struck the Christie’s deal 
Bang Artemis, a private company he con- 
trols. Through Artemis he also owns 
Ch ateau Latour,~one of the top French 
wme houses, which he acquired for Er690m- 


(£7Im) in 1993. His US business interests 
include a stake in well known brands like 
Samsonite luggage and 100 per cent own- 
ership of Vail, the Colorado ski resort. 

Mr Pinault, 62, started out in business 
in 1963 with a timber company- He now 
has a controlling stake in Pinault-. 
Printemps-Rcdoute, France’s largest re- 
tailer which has a stock market value of 
£10.7bh- 

He said yesterday: “I am delighted to 
have this opportunity to acquire this ai sub- 
stantial interest in Christie’s. I have long 


been an admirer of its unique qualities and 

1 believe that thefe issignificant potential 
for its business and valuable experti se as 
the trade in works of art continues to grow 
around the world.” 

In February Christie's reported a 20 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits to £40.6 before 
exceptional items in 1997 , with auction sate 
up 20 per cent. Founded in 1766, it over- 
took its aith-rivaLSqtheby's, as thevrorld^. 
biggest seller of fine art Iasi year, coif)/ 
ducting auctions with a total value of 
XL2bif“ 


onwftTit, Mark climbs as 


Beckett 6 " ^UrO TOW g TOWS 


By Michael Harrison 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The road to EMU - the financial markets 1 view 


AFTER the euro-fudge of 
Brussels the bandwagon moved 
to Birmin gh am yesterday, 
where Midlands businessmen 
gathered at the NEC to find out 
what the single currency would 
mean for British industry. 

The 200 delegates who 
turned up to hear Margaret 
Beckett. President of the Board 
of Trade, launch the first in a 
series of government seminars 
did not attach much importance 
to whether a 63-year-old Dutch- 
man would s till be running the 
European central bank in four 
or eight years time. 

They were much more in- 
terested in what the euro would 
mean for their bottom line, 
even though the pound may not 
join until well into the next mil- 
lennium- Mrs Beckett warned 
her audience that h was “dan- 
gerous and complacent” to be- 
lieve they needed to take no 
action yet But she was preach- 
ing to the converted. 

Richard Brucdani, chair- 
man of PAL International, a 
manufacturer of chefs’ hats 
based in Oadby, Leicestershire, 
employing 155 people, is already 
aware of the dangers. His com- 
pany will be reliant upon coun- 
tries in the euro zone for nearly 
half its sales. 

“The single currency is a 
threat that we have to turn into 
an opportunity,” he says. “The 
moment it arrives we win have 
to start publishing price lists in 
euros and that will lead to price 
reductions, which is good for the 
consumer but which win put our 
margins under greater pressure. 
The plus side is that the euro win 
also open up markets more.” 

Tony Bennett, general man- 
ager of Urns International, a 
manufacturer of picture frames 
based in Mablethoipe on the 
Lincolnshire coast, is also con- 
cerned about pricing in euros. 
“I would like to think we will 
produce a euro price list but 
whether we publish it win de- 
pend on how much the pound 
fluctuates against the euro. r 

With the strong pound hav- 
ing savaged export profits in the 
last two years, he sees the euro 
as an opportunity to create a 
more stable business climate 
and backs early entry provided 
the conditions are right 

Tony Shepherd, chairman of 
Alderiey Holdings, an equip- 
ment supplier to tbe oil industry 
based is Wickwar, Gloucester- 
shire, says we should enter now. 
In the short term it will mean his 
firm no longer has to hedge in 
both dollars and euros -an ex- 
ercise that already ties up a 
quarter of its working capitaL In 
the kmger term it will mean knver 
interest rales and greater trans- 
parency, he believes. 

The Government may be 
cautious about membership but 
the message from Birmingham 
was “Get on with it”. Next stop 
Cwmbran. 


THE FINANCIAL markets 
sent the German mark higher 
on the forei gn exchang es yes- 
terday, anticipating an interest 
rate rise from the Bundesbank 
in the wake of the weekend’s 
bad-tempered deal on tbe pres- 
idency of the new European 
Central Bank (ECB). 

The verdict in a speech Last 
night of HansTietmeyer, Bun- 
desbank president, on the birth 
of the euro kept dealers on 
edge all day, however. 

Mr Hetmeyer was assumed 
to be unenthusiastic about the 
compromise which puls French- 
man Jean-OaudeTrichet in the 
ECB’s top job only four years 
into the term of Wim Duisen- 
berg, its first president 

Theo Waigel, Germany’s 
finan ce minister , was at pains 
yesterday to stress that Mr 
Duisenberg could stay on for 
the full eight years of his term 
of office if he wanted. “A date 
for his retirement is not in- 
cluded in Duisenbeig’s official 
declaration. He hims elf can 
decide how long he should 
stay in the job,” MrWiigel said 
in a German radio interview. 

One -Bundesbank council 
member, Klaus-Dieter Kuh- 
bacher, bad already described 
the compromise as a breach of 
the Maastricht Treaty. “This is 
not a good precondition for the 
start” he said. 

The markets shrugged off 
the political fallout reading the 
weekend's events as a signal for 
the Bundesbank to demon- 
strate its toughness by starting 
to raise German interest rates: 
Combined with the widespread 
expectation that UK rates have 
reached their peak, this took 
the pound lower yesterday. 

The Danish central bank 
raised its short-term interest 
rate in a surprise move yester- 
day. Although the move was a 
response to domestic economic 


Longterm • 
Merest rates 


Percentage 

pons 


■“ ,*■ ' . •/ 







Germany — 

France 


II J J A S 0 ' N " D J F M A M 


TOWARDS BIU: If the tine moves towards tte German base It means . 

investors no longer reQUfte suet) a ttigti premium Tor hokfeig that courtly's 
bonds compared to German ones, because they are confident tee Biraoty 
wont devalue" against the mak. in other words, they think mat country wl 
be toctadfteD a single currency wttiGemrary In lOyea? tens. 


. AWAY FR(M EMU: HoNiwr.B they ImkSB country wont be biBAi, that 
it wtfl have Hgher inflation, and that ihere is a risk of a.future deratflSon 
against the msk then they »■ denand an extra pramtan lor taking that - 
■_ cotrty;sbdn»& so ftelne wB mow away from Ihe bass. »• - ’ 


Sterling retreats 

DMvs£ 

120 — : 

3.10— — 

3.00- — * 

2J0 t 

230 — 

2.70— ! 

230 : r~m 

230 . - ■ ■ ' '"j F- 

2-40 j F- 

2-20 Wr V s 


M <1 JASONDJ FM AM J J-AS 
1996 1997 


conditions, it helped the shift 
of sentiment on the foreign 
exchanges. 

Figures from the Bank of 
England yesterday suggested 
the trend growth in MO, the 
narrow money measure con- 


sisting mainly of cash in circu- 
lation, has slowed. Economists 
saw this as helping the doves on 
tbe Monetary Balky Commit- 
tee bold UK interest rales 
unchanged at 7.25 peT cent at 
their meeting this week. 


Sterling fell 3 pfennigs to 
DM2.94, while its index against 
a range of currencies fell by 0.8 
to 104.5. The pound has re- 
turned to its lowest levels for 
more than two months. 

Alison Cottrell, chief econ- 
omist at Paine Webber, pre- 
dicted the markets would focus 
on the likely path of interest 
rates and the economic slow- 
down in the UK, weakemng the 
pound. “Every growl from Tiet- 
meyer will mean more relief for 
UK exporters,” she said. 

But analysts had different 
interpretations about the 
implications of the row over the 
ECB for the future of the 
single currency. Some were 
pessimistic, saying a partem of 
political interference had been 
set and predicting its safe- , 
haven status would send the 
pound hi gh er again. 

Julian Jessop of NOcko 
Europe said: “The market 
reaction has been quite muted 
so for, but this is the lull before 
the storm.” 

Others said the wrangling 
over the ECB presidency had 
been fully expected and finan- 
cial markets woukLnow focus 
on its future operations. 

Graham Bishop, an expert 
on economic and monetary 
union at Salomon Smith 
Barney, said the new bank's 17- 
member governing council 
would turn out to be very tough 
in practice. “There is no chance 
of that group going off on 
some mad policy spree just 
because Duisenberg has only 
been appointed for four years 
rather than eight,” he said. 

He also played down fears 
that the Euro-X council of 
finance ministers would try to 
interfere in the new central 
bank's policies. Mr Bishop 
predicted it would not step in 
until it faced its first economic 



Braving the storm: BP believes fiscal changes will be known before new bids are mark 


North Sea oil spared tax leap 


By Terry Maca R st er 


THE OIL industry is becoming 
increasingly confident that it 
will escape a heavy increase in 
its North Sea tax burden. The 
optimism was underlined yes- 
terday when British Petroleum 
suggested no new government 
licences would be handed out 
until the results of a fiscal re- 
view were known. 

John Battle, the energy min- 
ister. rejected pleas from the 
UK Offshore Operators Asso- 
ciation that the 18th round of 
licences be shelved because of 
low oil prices and uncertainty 
over the tax regime. 

But BP said it had been giv- 
en assuranoesby Department of 


Hade and Industry officials that 
the shape of any fiscal changes . 
would be known before bids for 
new acreage were concluded. 

Tbny Hayward, head of ex- 
ploration and development at 
BP, said it was “the right result 
to accommodate both [indus- 
try and government] parties.” 

Mr Hayward's remarks, 
made at his company’s first 
quarter results briefing, suggest 
the Government is going to 
tread carefully on a tax review 
that is already behind schedule. 

But UKOOA officials said 
they were unaware of any com- 
mitment by the DTI to com- 
plete the tax review before 
licensing was complete. “I am 
not sure the timing would fit 


crisis. 

That is when the UK will 
realise that being on the out- 
side really matters,” he said. 


anyway.” said James May, di- 
rector general. 

Tbti" tax review is already 
late. Gordon Brown, theChan- 
cellor, said in bis March bud- 
get tbe Government would 
give details of its proposed tax . 
changes by the end of Aprift,- 
That would be followed by a 
lengthy consultation period. 

DTI officials said an an- 
nouncement on the licensing 
round, which is also behind 
schedule, would be made short- 
ly, with applicants having until 
the middle of September to put 
in bids. The DTI said there was 
no attempt to co-ordinate the 
timing with the Inland Rev- 
enue's review of taxes. 
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Shares for Computacenter staff 


Future lies in bankers’ hands 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


By Kane Coyle 


THE European Central Bank, 
which starts life formally in 
Frankfurt on 1 July, is a dark 
horse. ’While the details of its 
structure and board members 
are now known, there is a 
much uncertainty about bow rt 
trill work in practice. 

One of the question marks 
hangs over its relationship with 
the politicians, and specifical- 
ly the Euro-X courjcfl of finance 
ministers. This relationship is 
likely to shift constantly with 
events and personalities. 

Pessimists see the ungainly 
weekend deal for Wan Duisen- 
berg, the first president, to 
step down halfway through an 
eight-year term as an omen of 


future political interference. 

Optimists note that the six- 
person executive board and 
17-member governing council 
consist of eminent and tough- 
minded central bankets. Their 
personal credibility will boost 
that of the fledgling institution, 
or so it is hoped. 

However, it is clear that 
there will be disagreements 
within the council about the 
right level of interest rates, 
given the different starting 
points of member countries. 
Tbe ECB- watching industry is 
going to be the growth sector 
par excellence of the late 
1990s,” said Alison CottrelL, 
chief economist at Paine Web- 
ber in London. 

A further uncertainty aris- 


es from the fact that foT some 
years there will be no definitive 
economic statistics for the euro 
area. Polity in the early years 
wfll be aiming at a fuzzy target 
against a background of mil- 
lennium-related upheaval and 
continuing fallout from the 
Asian crisis. 

The ECB is headed by an 
executive board of six, of whom 
only one, Italy’s lomasso 
Padoa-Schioppa. arrives with a 
reputation as a “dove” on in- 
terest rates. 

Apart from the president, 
the dominant personality is 
likely to be the ultra-hawkish 
Otmar Isstng. His reputation as 
the Bundesbank's chief econ- 
omist since 1990 is sky-high, and 
he is also for less charisma- 


impaired than most central 
bankers. 

The six are joined by the 11 
member central bank governors 
on the governing consol, which 
will vote on interest rate deci- 
sions. Minutes erf their meetings 
will not be published unless the 
secrecy amongst the grey and 
□early all-male group eventu- 
ally provokes enough popular 
discontent. * 

Tbe ECB has a broader 
general council, adding to the 
17-strong governing council 
the central bank governors of 
the 4 Emu “outs”. It will have 
purely administrative rather 
than policy responsibilities, but 
will keep open channels of 
communication between the 
ms and tbe outs. 


COMPUTACENTER, the 
computer services giant, is plan- 
ning to give most of its 3,000 
employees free shares worth up 
to £1,800 as part of its planned 
£lbn flotation. 

The company , which joins 
the stock market this month, 
will offer eligible employees be- 
tween 25 and 265 free shares, 
depending on how long they 
have been with tbe company. 

Computacenter yesterday 
announced that the shares will 
be priced at between 550p and 
670p each when they start trad- 
ing on 21 May, depending on 
demand from investors. 

The flotation will make mul- 
ti-millionaires of Philip Hulme 
and Peter Ogden, Compu la- 
center’s two founders, who will 
both retain a 25 per cent stake 
in tbe company, likely to be 


worth more than £25 0m. 

However, both men plan to 
give most of the cash proceeds 
they will receive from the flota- 
tioa around £50m, to charity. Mr 
Hulme, Computacenter's chair- 
man. plans to lodge the entire 
£30m he makes from selling 5 
mfflkro shares in the company in 
a charitable trust. Mr Ogden, 
who has stepped back fronuun- 
ning the company but plans to 
stay on as a non-executive di- 
rector, is planning to do the same 
with two-thirds of the £28m he 
will receive. No decision has 
been made about which chari- 
ties will benefit, although Mr Og- 
den has is the past made 
donations to universities. 

A 15.7 per cent stake Is cur- 
rently held by 700 existing and 
former employees, in shares 
and options. 

Mike Norris, chief executive, 
said the flotation would allow 


Yesterday 


markets 


all Computacenter’s employees 
share in tbe company’s future. 
Only 25.9 per cent of the shares 
—dose to the minimum allowed 
- is being placed with ihstitu- C- 
tional investors. 

Apax and Foreign & Colo- 
nial, the venture capital groups 
which are long-standing share- 
holders in Computacenter, will 
retain stakes of 9.S per cent and 
4.9 per cent respectively. 

They also supply the two in- 
dependent non-executive di- 
rectors to the company’s board. 

Computacenter, founded in 
the early 1980s, has enjoyed 
rapid growth. The company,' 
which specialises in offering a 
full range of services, has bent; 
efited from the tread for large . 
companies to hand overife 
sponsibility for their informa- 
tian technology systems to 
outside organisations. 
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PowerGen deal generates many questions 


OUTLOOK 

ON HOUSTON'S 
SECOND STAB AT 
THE UK. MARKET, 
THE ATTRACTIONS 
OF THE EURO OVER 
STERLING, AND 
PROBLEMS WITH 

discipline among 

ACCOUNTANTS 


THE LAST time the boy® from Houston 
Industries went a huntin' for a British clec- 
*jtycompany, they Eimrariy 
for bear. Unfortunately, somewhere deep 
in the woods, they encountered Sir 
Desmond Pitcher armed with a rocket 
launcher and that was the end of their am- 
bitions to take over Norweb. 

This time around die boot is on the other 
foot and his Houston which is being courted 
by the British electricity generator Fawer- 
Getu However, rather than the blunt in- 
strument of a knock-out bid, Ed Wal£s is 
hying out the softly, softly approach and 
has sidled up to his opposite number at 
Houston, Jim Rogers, vvrth the idea of a no- 
premium, all shares merger. 

Now there is do doubting tbe PowerGen 
chairman's desire to do some kind of a deaL 
Having been barred from taking over Mid- 
lands Electricity, he ran the slide rule over 
Cinergy, the US utility which eventually ac- 
quired Midlands. Nor is there much ques- 
tion that PowerGen needs to do same thing, 
faced with the prospect of a declining share 
of tbe domestic generating market, shrink:- 
ing profits and little evidence that this Gov- 
eminent is better disposed to vertical 
integration than Lhe last one. 

But is Houston Industries the answer? 
There is no overlap between the two so there 
are no cost-savings to be had. And FOwer- 
Gen scarcely needs to go to the espense and 
trouble of merging with a US electricity re- 
tailer to learn how it might attack the UK 
domestic market once it is liberalised. 

Even if the problems of dashing egas, US 
regulatory approval and bow lo maintain a 
quote in blue chip indices on both sides of 


the AtlantKg^ be (^eroornft, such a merger 
stQl poses more questions than answers. 
PowerGen has to ask itself what the point is 
of merging with a US business wtdeh is also 
beginning to feel the effects of deregulation, 
increased competition and pressure on mar- 
gins. Tbgether they could end up Like two 
drunks propping one another up at the bar. 

If on the other hand, tbe deal does gen- 
uinely fill a hole for PowerGen, then 
Houston shareholders have to ask what is 
in It for them, since US utilities are more 
highly rated than their UK counterparts. 

PowerGen has rather been pushed into 
searching for a big overseas deal by the dos- 
ing of doom back home and its slowness, 
compared to National Power, in building 
up an overseas generating portfolio of its 
owa But it is a high-risk strategy which 
shareholders should not encourage by 
giving Mr WfaQis the ammunition. 


Euro rift won’t 
prop up the pound 


THERE WERE contradictory reactions to 
the birth of the euro doing the rounds yos- 
terday, each with its awn ardent support- 
ers amongst the ranks of the pundits. 

One was that tbe fudge over the Euro- 
pean Central Bank presidency signalled a 
weak euro that would be manipulated by 
politicians. The pound will therefore rise 
because sterling is a safe haven from the 
turbulence of tbe Continent, argued those 
who see Mr Duisenberg and Mr TKdiet as 
puppets in the unreliable hands of presi- 
dents and finance ministers. 


Tbe alternative view was that the ECB 
deal, however messy, is now history, and 
there is no way for politi cians to interfere 
in future in the decisions of 17 central 
bankers with fixed terms of office voting in 
secret According to this way of thinking , 
the ECB, preceded by the Bundesbank dur- 
ing the next few months, will be ultra-tough 
on interest rates to establish credibility, so 
the pound will feJL 

The pound did droop noticeably against 
tbe mark yesterday, taking sterling’s fall to 
5 percent snee a peak of just under DM3J0 
on April RjoI’s Day. The down-w'dMbe- 
pound tendency was pushing in the same di- 
rection as the existing trend. The question 
is whether the introduction of the single cur- 
rency will help this welcome trend continue. 

There are two good reasons for think- 
ing it wilL One is the shifting balance of eco- 
nomic growth and interest rates as the UK 
economy cools off. The chances that UK 
rales have reached their peak have increased 
with of the most recent data. A slowdown 
is now obviously underway. Meanwhile, the 
German and French economies are pick- 
ing up slowly, while other euro member 
economics are steaming ahead. This points 
to convergence at a relatively high level of 
interest rales by tbe ECB when it takes its 
first vote next January, arid by member cen- 
tral banks co-ordinating policy in the run- 
up to that handover. 

Thesecond reason is that, no matter bow 
much investors might regard sterling as a 
safe havens from Continental storms, there 
wifl be manywbowidj to increase the weight 
of euro assets in their portfolios. So fir, none 
of the benchmark indices widely used by 


investors has incorpocated flue euro, but this 
will change over the rfcxtsix man&s. When 

they do, many big investors will be required 

to adjust their portfolios to reflect those 
weights, and that means buying euros. 
Sterling is the obvious candidate fora with- 
drawal of funds when that happens. 

Obviously events might yet outweigh 
these reasons - a Tfetmeyer resignation, for 
example, or a relapse into recession in 
France or Germany. But until some real 
drama occurs, the pound looks more like- 
ly to drift lower than to soar to new heights 
because politicians could not agree on a 
choice between central bankers. 


Accountants are 
slow to judge 


THERE AJREvety few examples of seif reg- 
ulation left these days but one stowing out- 
post of tbe old way of doing things is the 
Joint Disciplinary Scheme operated by the 
accountanc y profession. Pbst the great 
fraudulent collapses of the late 1980s and 
early 1 990s - Brent Walker, Maxwell and 
Polly Peck, to name but three - the ac- 
countants too have felt the wolves at their 
door. Procedures and discjplmes are being 
overhauled and tightened up, and so far the 

JDC has managed to keep the politicians 
at bay. Even so, the accountants seem to 
have a problem when it comes to hanging 
members of their awn profession, and their 
disciplinary proceedings remain under 
dose public scrutiny. 

Second a halfyeans after Robert Maxwell 
fell off his yacht, the JDS finally an- 


nounced yesterday that it was proceeding 
to tribunal with a number of unpublished 
findings g gamst Coopers & Lybrand, the 
firm that audited most of Maxwell's 
interests. Tbe nub of the complaint is that 
by August 1991, three months before 
Maxwell died, the firm should have bad 
sufficient evidence of fraud and malprac- 
tice to warrant either resigning as auditor 
or alerting the authorities. Most of us would 
find thisa far from revelatory finding. How 
could it have taken tbe JDS so long? 

Tfc* be fair, the JDS does seem to be going 
a bit faster than some of its statutory coun- 
terparts. The Department oTBrade and In- 
dustry report into the flotation of Mirror 
Group has still to see the light of day. Fur- 
thermore, dvfl proceedings over the collapse 
and tbe emergence of a conflict of interest 
meant the JDCs investigation didn't get 
properly under way until 1 9 95. So maybe it 
isn’t doing too badly. All the same, Chris 
Dickson, executive counsel to the JDS, must 
be acutely aware of the criticism of slowness. 

Meanwhile, it is the unfortunate lot of 
Coopers and Lybrand that this has become 
something of a show case. The accountants 
have to demonstrate that self regulation can 
work if they are to defend then 1 system. Coop- 
era and the four partners the JDS has cho- 
sen to nail to the cross can therefore expect 
the harshest penalties to be imposed should 
the case stick. And because proceedings be- 
fore the tribunal continue for tbe time be- 
fog to be held in private, tbe pubfc isn't going 
to have mud) confide too in any outcome 
other than guilty as charged. Self regulation 
may have its virtues, but for obvious reasons, 
it can be prone to bad justice. 



Swiss clear 
bank merger 





UBS and SBC have won ap- 
proval for their proposed merger 
. from tbe Swiss competition coro- 
0 mission. Clearance was granted 
on condition that the banks try 
to sell 25 of their 550 Swiss 
branches to a single buyer, dis- 
pose of Solothum, a regional 
bank, and BSI. a private bank. 
■ The banks said talks over the sale 
* of BSI were well-advanced. The 
'■? two banks now need US ap- 
proval of their merger plans, and 
expect to complete their deal in 
early June. 


jared 


Rule book 




THE FINANCIAL community 
gave a warm welcome to the 
. publication of a new “user 
friendly” handbook on banking 
supervision policy, the hand- 
.. book - commissioned in the 
wake of the Barings collapse - 
restates and clarifies the rules 
on banking supervision, and 
will replace the previous system 
of issuing “notices to institu- 
tions". The new handbook 
comes into force on 29 June. 


CRS losses 
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CO-OPERATIVE Retail Ser- 
vices came under further pres- 
sure to merge with its sister 
organisation, the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society, yesterday 
after reporting spiralling losses 
despite a heavy investment pro- 
gramme. CRS, which controls 
supermarkets, funeral parlours 
and home furnishings stores, 
recorded losses of £25.6m last 
year compared with losses of 
£13-5m in 1996. 


Lloyd’s gloom 






'• 
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LLOYD’S of London, the 
f ) insurance market, yesterday is- 
sued a three-year profits warn- 
ings and said members would 
struggle to make a profit at all 
on business written in 199S. 
Despite record profits of 
£2J5bn for 1995, profits would 
halve next year as results fed 
through from 1996. Profits for 
1997 would be just £366m, a 
quarter of their present leveL 

Menzies sold 


WH SMITH has completed 
the acquisition of to® Jo™ 
» rat*, it chain for £6om. 





«*** 
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me acquu»ti»^“ _ — - 
Menzies retail chain for £68m. 

-Shis includes £ltta of be- 
hold property which will be 
sold and leased back. The 
Menzies stores will focus on 
books newspapers magazines 
and stationery. 

9 Homes dearer 

THE PROPERTY boom is not 
vet over, according to new 

^ures from Halifax- 
thataverage price* m the WK 
rose 0.8 per cent “ 
pared with a reused increase 

0.7 per cent in March. 
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Body Shop talks 
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BODY Shop International lyes- 

.KfofeSSSE 

of press comm * 01 .“."have 
firmed .tat 

been held in this respcU . 



Politics, scandal, luxury; Cliveden, now a hotel, is set in 375 acres of park and gardens 


Home at the heart of British 
history may fall to Americans 


By John Wfflcodr 


CLIVEDEN, the country home 
of lhe Astor family and the 
place where John Profumo no- 
torioosly met Christine Keelec, 
could be the latest national 
treasure to fall into foreign 
hands. 

The Cliveden group, which 
owns the Berkshire residence 
as well as the Royal Crescent 
Hotel in Bath and the Cliveden 
Town House in Chelsea, an- 
nounced yesterday it was in 

takeover talks after being ap- 
proached by a potential bidder. 

The development comes 
weeks after the Savoy Group 


was bought for £520ra by 
Blackstome, a US investment 
company. 

It is the Americans who are 
leading the race to buy Clive- 
den. Medftrust, a US proper- 
ty group, has emerged as 
firont-nmnei: However; it may 
face competition from other US 
property companies such as 
Starwood and Patriot which- 
have used their special tax 
status to launch acquisition 
sprees in recent years. Sever- 
al UK hotel groups are also un- 
derstood to he interested, 
raising the prospect of a bid- 
ding wan 

Sources dose to the group 


suggest that John Lewis and 
John Tham, who co-founded 
Cliveden, are keen to sell and 
have been encouraging buyers 
to make an offis; Both stand to 
become millionaires. 

Cliveden's shares rose 12p 
to 9L5p valuing the group at 
£4Im. 

Cliveden, which was at the 
centre of the Profumo scandal, 
is part of British political his- 
toiy. Formerly tbe home of a 
Prince oTWales, three dukes and 
three generations of the Astor 
family, the house has been 
turned into a hotel, which is set 
in 375 acres of National Dust 
park and gardens. 


Kingfisher builds position in Germany 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate Cty Editor 


KINGFISHER, the B&Q and 
Comet group, underlined its 
ambitions to become a pan- 
European retailer yesterday 
when it agreed to pay up to 
£250m for two German elec- 
trical businesses. 

Under the deal's complex 
structure Kingfisher is paying 
an initial £5 Dm for 60 per cent 


of Wegert, based in Beilin. 
The sum also indudes a deal to 
buy Promarkt Holdings, an- 
other electrical business with a 
stronghold in southern 
Germany and Luxembourg. 
Kingfisher has options to buy 
the remainder of Wegert for 
£20m to £202m depending on 
performance. 

“Strategically, the deals 
make sense but there are some 
concerns about the eventual 
price,” one analyst said. “If it 


ends up at £250m that would 
look far too expensive ” 

The two acquisitions will 
give Kingfisher almost 2 per cent 
of Germany’s fragmented elec- 
trical retail market. Metro, Ger- 
many's largest retail group, has 
the largest share with 10 per cent. 

Analysts said the deal could 
herald a move by Kingfisher 
into the German JDIY market 
There has been consistent spec- 
ulation about a possible move 
for Hornbach, a German DIY 


retailer which has held talks 
with Kingfisher before. 

Kingfisher has been building 
a European business for sever- 
al years. It already owns Darty, 
the French electrical retail 
chain, as well as businesses in 
Holland and Belgium. 

Wegert last year made 
profits of £63m on sales of 
£237m. Promarkt made 
£222.000 on sales of £1 64m. 

Kingfisher shares dosed 16p 
lower at l,046p. 


Tribunal to judge role 
of Maxwell’s auditors 


By John WUlcock 


COOPERS & Lybrand and 
four of its partners are to face 
a disciplinary tribunal this sum- 
mer over its role as auditor of 
the late Robert Maxwell's busi- 
ness empire, in a case which is 
set to drag the role of accoun- 
tants in company failures back 
into the public arena. 

Chris Dickson, tbe executive 
counsel to the accountancy pro- 
fession’s Joint Disciplinary 
Scheme (JDS), said yesterday 
be had completed his investi- 
gations into Coopers, and he 
hoped the Joint DfedpEuaiy Tri- 
bunal's findings would be pub- 
lished by the end of the year. 

If found guilty, the firm, 
which is in the process of merg- 
ing with Price Waterhouse to 
create the world’s biggest pro- 
fessional services firm, could 
face “unlimited fines”. 


The individuals could face 
expulsion from the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants, a 
move which would prevent 
them from operating as char- 
tered accountants. 

A spate of spectacular col- 
lapses during tbe last recession 
by companies soon after they 
had seemingly been given dean 
bills of health prompted attacks 
on the idea of self-regulation. 
Since then the accountancy 
profession has fought a rear- 
guard action to retain its role 
in regulating itself 

Many observers see the im- 
pending hearing by the JDS Tri- 
bunal as the profession’s “last 
chance”. 

A senior QC and two ac- 
countants, yet to be appointed, 
will consider a number of com- 
plaints against Coopers con- 
cerning the Maxwell pension 
funds. Mirror Group News- 


papers and the tycoon’s private 
businesses. 

Robert Maxwell died in No- 
vember 1991 when he fell off 
his yacht off the Canary Islands. 
His empire of over 400 com- 
panies, almost all of which 
were audited by Coopers, then 
collapsed, revealing a £400m 
“black bole” of missing pension 
funds. 

Mr Dickson said yesterday 
that he had laid complaints 
against Coopers concerning 
“the MaxweU pension funds” 
and a number of other matters. 

One of his complaints con- 
cerned “the firm's consid- 
eration, by early August 1991, 
of its position in relation to the 
Maxwell entities for which it 
acted”. 

The complaint continued: 
“Coopers should have con- 
sidered whether there was 
evidence of fraud, other irreg- 


ularities, defaults or unlawful 
acts necessitatinga report to a 
proper authority.” 

Coopers issued a statement 
saying that it bad been aware 
for some time the JDS’s exec- 
utive counsel had been con- 
ridering whether to refer tbe 
case to a tribunal and added 
that it would “oo-operate frilly 
with in tbe process”. 

The firm, which is being 
sued for alleged negligence 
over its role as auditor to the 
Maxwell group of companies, 
had sought to have the JDS in- 
vestigation postponed. But, al- 
though Price Waterhouse 
succeeded in delaying a simi- 
lar examination of its actions 
over the collapsed Bank of 
Credit and Commerce In- 
ternational (BCCI), the High 
Court dismissed its action in 
fate 1994. 

Outlook, this page 


LifTe still losing 
ground to rival 


By Andrew Verity 


LIFFE, London’s troubled 
futures and options exchang e, is 
con tinuing to lose ground to its 
an*-rival fa Germany, accortfing 
■ figures published yesterday. 

Tbe London exchange's 
market share of the presti- 
gious German bond (Bund) 

future dipped to just 19 per cent 

last month, with the Deutsche 
Terminb6rae-(DTB) taking the 
remaining 81 per cent. Uffe s 
share was down from around 30 
per cent in March and 70 per 
cent fast summer. 

Xbe volume of Bund futures 
traded on Uffe more than 
halved during April. Uffe 
traded 1-56 million Bund con- 
tracts last month, down from 
3.23 million in Match. 

However, tbe figures re- 
vealed that Uffe continued to 
dominate trading in the more 
complex short-term interest 
rate (Stir) products, with Stir 

volumes up 58 per cent in the 

year to date- 

An exchange spokesperson 

attributed iMe's snccess with 
Stir products to lhe exchange s 


“open outcry” method of trad- 
ing. DTB uses an electronic 
trading system; 

The spokesperson said: 
“The Bund future is a much 
more simple contract and can 
be applied to current elec- 
tronic trading platforms. Stir 
products are more complex, 
and there is currently no elec- 
tronic trading platform that 
can replicate the trading of 
these products in the pit.” 

Liffe’s board is due to meet 
later today to ny to hammer out 
detailed plans for the fixture of 
the exchange. Liffe’s 215-strong 
membership has already 
endorsed plans to cut the size of 
the board and introduce a full- 
time chairman, in an attempt to 
streamline decision-making. 

On 21 May, members will 
vote on plans to introduce a 
state-of-the-art electronic 
trading system as well as pro- 
posals for ownership reform. A1 
today’s meeting, the board is ex- 
pected to discuss detailed re- 
fo rms of the share structure as 
well as the contentious proposal 
to sever tbe link between share 
ownership and trading permits. 



THE GREAT CELEBRATION OF “THE OCEANS, 
A HERnAGE FOR THE FUTURE” 


Fly to Lisbon in the executive luxury of TAP Air Portugal's 
Navigator Gass - and enioy an entry ticket to Expo *98 os a 
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BP shows 
its mettle 


THE OIL sector was one of 
the glory boys of the stock 
market last year, driven up- 
wards by a soaring crude price 
and huge “elephant'’ discov- 
eries in new areas Like Angola 
and the Caspian. 

How quickly the industry 
has fallen from grace. In- 
vestors have pulled out of oO 
stocks faster than Michael 
Schumacher clears the pits. 
The share price of exploration 
and production companies has 
plummeted the most. The oil 
price is stuck around the $14 
per barrel mark. 

City opinion is divided on 
whether the sector has been 
oversold and is ripe for a 
comeback. Certainly there are 
noises from within the Or- 
ganisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries that a 
second production-cutting 
package might be on the cards. 
If that happened and prices did 
finally begin to rise towards the 
Opec goal of $17 then a re- 
rating of the sector would cer- 
tainly be in order. 

But regardless of o3 price 
changes, some stock prices 
have managed to weather the 
storm. Shell has risen by 20 per 
cent year on year while BP is 
up by a healthy 36 per cent. 

BP showed more of its 
mettle yesterday by beating 22 
out of 24 analyst predictions in 
announcing first quarter 
profits, before exceptional 
items, of £582m. That was 22 
per cent down on last time but 
oil majors generally have av- 
eraged a 38 per cent fall and 
earnings at Chevron and 
Texaco have almost halved. 

The oil price was $7 lower 
than the same quarter last year 
but BP was cushioned by a 
strong performance in the down- 
stream sector, where profits 
rose by 32 per cent on last time. 

Chief executive John 
Browne summed up the situ- 
ation, describing the results as 
“good in a very tough cli- 
mate". He added: “We've seen 
improvements in trough-cycle 
performance in all businesses, 
and there is more to come in 
the rest of the year.* 1 But the 


British Petroleum: At a glance 
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managing the flotation, predicts 
post -tax profits of £4Chn tins year 
and annual growth of around 20 
per cent thereafter. 

All this makes Computa- 
center shares good value right 
up to the top of the share price 
range, set at 550p-670p. But 
don’t chase them any higher. 


Incepta 
thinks big 


reality is that unless Opec gets 
its act together, BP's earnings 
are likefy to look pedestrian for 
the next year or so. 

Profit taking pushed BP’s 
share price down 13.5p to 
939.5p yesterday. SG Securi- 
ties has the oil major on 1998 
profits of £23 bn, putting it on 
a forward multiple of 24. Hold. 


More than a 
box-shifter 


GIVEN British investors’ cur- 
rent hunger for information- 
technology stocks, Computa- 
center looks assured of a good 
reception when it joins the 
market later this month. 

The mooted price range of 
£0.9bn to £l.lbn may look a 
hefty price to pay for a com- 
pany which made post-tax 
profits of just £31m in 1997. 
But it's a token of how rapidly 
valuations for British IT com- 
panies have soared in the past 
few months that a historical 
price/eamings multiple of be- 
tween 30 and 37 begins to look 
like a bit of a bargain. 

Is this reasonable for a com- 
pany which some - harshly - 
classify as nothing more than a 


glorified box-shifter? Well, 
perhaps. It is true that Com- 
putaceoter is essentially a dis- 
tributor: it buys computer 
hardware and software ftxin the 
likes of Compaq and MirmcrYfi- 
and sells this on to its clients. 

This can be a volatile, low- 
margin business, but to lump 
Computacenter together with 
other distributors is to misun- 
derstand the unique nature of 
its business. Essentially, the 
company has used its contact 
with customers as a supplier of 
(tit to build up a sophisticated 
range of services. Customers 
-which include half the FTSE 
100 index- now call on Com- 
putacenter to plan, requisition, 
implement, support and man- 
age their computer networks. 
This one-stop shop approach 
accounts for the-vast bulk of 
profits, and explains why it can 
sustain a gross profit margin of 
over 20 per cent. 

Growing demand has 
helped Computacenter’s prof- 
its to almost quadruple in the 
past three years. And given the 
continuing shift away from 
mainframe systems towards 
networks based on personal 
con^artos, that growth looks set 
to continue. Goldman Sachs, 
the investment bank which is 


PUBLIC relations firms are 
never backward at coming for- 
ward especially when talking up 
their own fortunes, as David 
Wight, chief executive of 
Incepta, proved again yesterday. 

Not only does he want to 
make Incepta, which owns the 
Citigate PR outfit, a global 
player. He envisages doubling 
its current market capitalisa- 
tion in little more than a year 
and plans to quadruple it with- 
in three years through acqui- 
sitions in Europe and North 
America. 

The group was formed a 
year ago by the reverse 
takeover of the grist in g mar- 
keting company by Citigate. So 
for everything has gone to plan. 
The group comfortably beat 
forecasts yesterday when it an- 
nounced pre-tax profits of 
£5.6m for the year to February. 

Of course advertising, pub- 
lic relations and marketing 
are all cyclical businesses in 
competitive markets, where a 
group can grow very rapidly 
and equally quickly lose its way. 
But we are probably still some 
way off reaching the peak. 

And the ambitious expan- 
sion plan looks sensible, given 
that only firms with critical 
mass and a complete range of 
services stand mudi chance of 
winning the lucrative accounts 
of international companies. 

The company’s broker, Bee- 
son Gregory, yesterday in- 
creased its forecasts for the 
current year from £6m to £6. 7m 
andkxjkingfor£83mintheyear 
to February 2000. The shares 
edged up 1.75p to 24.75p, yes- 
terday. At 12 tunes forecast 
earnings, falling to 10 the year 
after, they are still cheap rela- 
tive to rivals like WPP and 
Abbott Mead Vickers. 
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Vodafone, Britan*; biggest mobile 
telephone company, is stashing off-peak . 
consumer caB charges by 50 per cent to 5p 
per minute from fOp from I Juie. The 
company said the new tariffs— which it 
called the UK* cheapest of&peak caffing 
rates - would be supported by a £2J5m 
advertising campaign. Announcing its 


second set of price cuts in six months, . 
Vodafone said tariffs between 7pm and 8am 
Monday to ^ ^ 

start from only 2 p per .minute for those 

subscribing to its local call saver option. The 
move is also designed to n»ake cellphone 
prices more competitive with fixed line 
alternatives. • Photograph: Myksl Nicohou 


Pentair tops £94m 
bid for Vero Group 


VERO Group, the electronic 
components firm, was yesterday 
“considering its position” after 
Pentair of the United States 
said it was making a cash offer 
valuing the company at around 
£JQ2J>m. 

Vero said is a statement it 
would make a further an- 
nouncement in “due coarse”. 

Pen lair’s 170p-a-share offer 
for Vero tops the £94.4m rec- 
ommended bid at 157p-a-share 
from Applied Power. Pentair 
said it was seeking a recom- 
mendation from Vero. 

Veto’s share price dosed up 
7Jp at 180p. The latest offer 
represents a premium of around 
43 per cent to Veto's share 
price on the day before h an- 


nounced, in March, it was in talks 
which might lead to an offer. 

Pentair said it expected the 
acquisition to be “modestly ac- 
cretive” to earnings per share 
in 1999. 

“The acquisition of Vero 
represents ... an excellent 
opportunity for Pentair to 
strengthen the position of its 
electrical and electronic en- 
closures group in two fast- 
growing segments - die data 
networking and telecommuni- 
cations equipment markets," 
Pentair’s chairman and diief ex- 
ecutive, Winslow Buxton , said 

Vero would gain access to 
expanded distribution and mar- 
keting for its products, he said. 

“We strongly believe that 


our offer is in the best interests 
of the shareholders as well as 
the customers of Verb and 
hope that our offer will be 
promptly recommended by the 
board of Vero.” 

Applied Power also said it. 
was “considering its position” 
in the light of the Pentair tnd. 
and would make a further an- 
nouncement in due course. 

The rival bid from Pentair 
was not unexpected, but the 
marker had been waiting to see 
at what price level it would be 
pitched, market sources said. - 
Pentair is a diversified 
industrial manufacturer based 
in Minnesota with a market 
capitalisation of $1.6bn (£lbn). 

- Agencies 


Directors r 
bid to take 
Fitzwilton 
private 


.By Nigel Cope 

Associate City Editor . 


FTTZWILTON announced yes- 
terday that- discussions were 
taking place with a consortium 

led by Dr 'Rmy O’Reflfy ; the 
group’s chairman, and another 
non-executive director over a Mi- 
deal to take the Irish retail*' 
group private.. 

The consortium is offering 
50p per share, a 37 per cent pre-_ 
inium to the dosng price on Fri- 
day. Fi tzwflton shares dosed 4p 
higher at 4ft5p yesterday. Dr 
OTteillyandPeterJc^mGoulan- 
dris already control 27.6 per cent 

of FTtzwflton, which is due to 
report full-year results today. 

Filzwilton owns a 16 per oeiut 
stake in Waterford tyfedgirood, 
the crystal and ceramics group. 
Last June it signed a joint ven- 
ture with Safeway to redevelop 
Its ’TOdhroith supermarkets un- 


it also owns a stake in Retmicks, 
a sign mannfacturiug company. 

Kyiran McLoughlan, an ari^ 
afyst with Davy Stockbrokers, 
said he believed “institutions 
will find the consortium’s bid at- 
tractive” and approve the deal. 

He added that holcfing com- 
panies such as Fitzwilton used 
to be popular'with institutional 
investors in the pastas they were 
used as vehicles to invest abroad. 
They have recently fallen out of 
favour with institutions, which 
prefer to invest directly in for- 
eign companies, he said. 

Other large shareholders in^ 
Fitzwflton include PDFM,witli® 
13 per. cent, BOI Nominees, 
with 12.43 per cent and Dunnes 
Stories with 10A3 per cent 


IMF terms spark riots in Indonesia 


By Stephen Vines 

in Hong Kong 


AFTER a delay of nearly two months In- 
donesia was finally given the second tranche 
of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
bailout totalling almost $1 bn. However the 
strict terms under which the loan was 
made have contributed to an outbreak of 
rioting in the Indonesian city of Medan. This 


in turn unsettled the financial markets and 
share prices slid over 2 per cent 

Originally Indonesia was scheduled to 
receive $3bn on 15 March but the IMF said 
it was unhappy about the guvemmenfswill- 
ingness to implement a reform programme 
it believed had been agreed. A flurry of 
talks were then held. 

Yesterday it became dear that noLonly 
has the disbursement been cut fay a third 


but it also came accompanied by a warn- 
ing from the IMF that die rest would not 
be paid if there was more back-sliding. 

On Monday the Indonesian government 
ended fuel subsidies, which sent the. price 
of petrol and kerosene, used by the poor 
for cooking, soaring. The government 
also ended the dove monopoly in the hands 
of President Suharto’s son Hutomo 
Mandate Putra. ■'* ‘ 
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even outperforming other 
conglomerates. 

FD concludes: “The un- 
nerving truth is that the public, 
official face of Maxwell was 
quite acceptable to the City.” 

I knew it perhaps he wasn’t 
such a bad chap after all. I’m 
sure the DTFs report into the 
Mirror's flotation, when its 
finally published, will bear this 
out 



YESTERDAY’S move by the 
accountancy profession’s Joint 
Disciplinary Scheme (JDS) 
against Coopers & Lybrand 
over its role as Robert 
Maxwell’s auditor comes as 
the current issue of Financial 
Director magazine reveals that 
the late tycoon would almost 
certainty have passed the cor- 
porate governance checklists 
devised to prevent a repeat of 
“the Maxwell scandal”. 

Putting the 1991 Maxwell 
Communications Corporation 
(MCC) annual report and the 
Mirror Group Newspapers 
(MGN) prospectus to the test 
in the light of the proposed su- 
percode amalgamation of the 
Cadbury, Greenbury and Ham- 
pci corporate governance re- 
ports, the magazine concludes 
that Maxwell would have ac- 
quitted himself well on paper, 
if not in his real-life dealings. 

The checklist covers the 
super-code key principles con- 
cerning directors, directors' 
pay, relations with shareholders 
and auditor procedures. Both 
MCC and MGN score highty. 


THE LONDON Business 
School (LBS) in Regent’s Park 
has got a new team at the top, 
led by John Qnefch. a former 
Harvard Professor who become 
Dean of the LBS on 1 July, ^n- 
ni Items, senior partner at 
Macfarianes, the law firm, and 
chairman of Channel Four, be- 
comes the chairman of the gov- 
erning body. Martin Sorrell, 
chief executive of WPP Group 
becomes the deputy chairman. 

The school also has three 
new governors: The redoub- 
table Dame Sheila Masters, a 
partner at KPMG and a 
director of the Bank of Eng- 
land; Jonathan J Ledecky, 
chairman and chief executive 
officer of Consolidation Capital 
Corporation, a facilities man- 
agement company: an d Robert 
F White, a managing director 
of Bain Capital a private equity 
firm based in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr Treves takes over the 
role of head of the governing 
body from Lord Sainsbury of 
Turville, who has spent eight 
years as chairman. Lord Sains- 
bury remains as a governor. 

Mr Treves commented yes- 
terday: “There is a great deal 
of ambition and promise in the 
air of Regent's Park.” I must gel 
down there and sniff some im- 
mediately. I wonder if you can 
bottle it. Hang on a minute, 
there’s a business opportunity 
here.... 


OVER to the west of the cap- 
ital lies the LBS’s rival, Henley 
Management College, which 
bolds its degree ceremony this 
Saturday. Die shindig will in- 
clude the first MBAs to be 
awarded by Henley itself. 

There was concern, how- 
ever, when Sir Roger Hum of 
Smiths Industries, chairman of 
Henieys’ board of governors, 
couldn’t find his ceremonial cap 
for the forthcoming degree 
awards, where he is due to lead 
the proceedings. 

He was just about to order 
another one when he found his 
cap in the garage - where he 
had left it after a grouse shoot- 
ing trip. 


in the world, he has utilised his 
power base at Philips, possibly 
the most influential company 
in the Netherlands,, to gal-®?-' 
vanise both private and public 
sectors into meteoric action on 
year 2000 issues since his ap- 
pointment,” 

Blimey. As if this wasn't 
enough about the man who has 
downsized thousands of Philips 

employees, Insurance Specialist 
proclaims: “referred to as the 
Gary Lineker of the Nether- 
lands', recently he can do. no 
wrong in the eyes of the Dutch 
public.'* • 

Come on Jan, hand the 
crisps back.... 


I'VE NOTHING against peo- 
ple publicising their case, but 
the people organising the “Mil- 
lennium Bug Economic Break- 
fast Seminar” this Thursday 
have gone a bit over the top. 

Describing one of the speak- 
ers at the event at the Dorch- 
ester Hotel Jan Timmer, the 
organisers write: “Chairman 
of the Millennium Platform, 
The Netherlands. MrTnnmer’s 
appointment by the Dutch 
Prime Minister, Mr Wim Kok, 
was a stroke of political and 
economic genius.” 

Gripes. The organisers go 
on: “Considered to be the 
most influential year 2000 Czar 


I HAVE received a press re- 
lease informing me that one 
Peter Childs has been ap- 
pointed director of the profes- 
sional services division in (JK, 
Ireland and the Benelux coun- 
tries for BEA Systems, “a lead- 
ing provider of distributed 
mission critical enterprise 
middleware solutions”. 

. Remember when people 
used to write in plain English ? 


THIS is much more tike it; 
“DIAL-A-DRINK", a service 
which delivers booze and soft 
drinks to your home, has just 
been launched in York. The 
sooner it reaches my area the 
better.... 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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Discover the power 

of Cause-Related 
Marketing 

day national rnnf»mnr a iSL 


This two day national conference invocation 
with The Independent will discuss how to build 
strategic alliances through effective 
Cause Related Marketing. 

For more information contact Bruce Graham on 
the number below or look for the large 
advertisement in Monday’s Media* section 
of The E^e. 
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Don't miss 
the float. 


Deadline for applications 

is 12 noon, Thursday 7 May 1998. 
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Other Spot Rates 

Country Sterling 


Interest Rates 

UK Germany 

Base 725% Di scount 
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Bond Yields 
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279 242 351 287 


Commodity Indices 

Base date Lost 
Max ©70-100 16431 

AgfiaJturd ©70=©Q 20fi0£ 

Energy ©83=©0 577S 

Ind Metals ©77=100 15271 

Livestock 1970=00 ©108 

Prec Metals ©73=100 40S21 


Qotdman -Sachs eaopw 

dig %chg 31 Dec %chgYW 
-152 -l S 2626 -2367 

158 077 23123 -1037 

-148 -248 8566 -3269 • 

000 000 16879 -553 

-V2B -070 ©103 -521 

-198 -048 46354 -1192 


Energy • prices at 530pm 

Brent CmdoR/berral) Gas ofl(Wtonna) WT1 CmdepibaneQ Producte(S/ioAne) 


PE Oess Om ttal PE dm 


Jji ME9 . 2067B May 0550 

Jd *99 - 0609 Jun 0750 

Aug 030 - 3B8 <M 0950 


Industrial Metals 


Vol NYH Lost Cha Spot GIF NW Eur 


7782 Jun 031 -aca Gaeofeia 95 0400 

4848 Ji ©C -042 Naphtha 0050 

OH Aug ©fit) 038 c^xae 0900 

Sep 095 -030 Fuel CM (35*^ 7300 


IME (S/toma) Cash Chg 3 month 

AkJittmHG vm5 14125 1439 1440 

AJurrteun Atoy CSS ©93 . 09 SH 

Copper A ©58 060 ©70 ©71 

Lead 550 531 _ 5655 566 

McM 5440 5450 _ 5535 5540 

Tta 5830 5840 _ 5*5 5735 

Zhc TB1 TIE _ TG7 TG3 


tig IMSatndB Chg 

- 514800 -IS 

50J00 SO 

- 260875 -025 

- ©7250 0 

84560 228 

- 6325 -86 

- 458035 -OB 


Platinum 39900 200 2875 Platinum 34020 M5 BBS KiugVands 30395 -3465 

Patodum 35800 -500 20025 Paladum 2B55 -275 1070 Saw 7059 

SHmr 624 006 148 Sher 375 006 081 Nobles 38280 

Gold 30380 -3© -3866 Maple Leaf 31450 -3860 



o*> i 
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Gulland almost drops Vase 


First show 


By Richard Edmondson 

at Chester 

CHESTER was not a porten- 
tous stopping point for Hany 
Hotspur as he disputed Heniy 
IVs right to the throne. He was 

IdUed soon afterwards during a 

battle at Shrewsbury. 

A similar eventuality appears 
likely to befall the prospects of 
another visitor to the walled city 
GuHancfs main battle wfll be the 
Derby nest month, but the way 
jphe scrambled home in the 
— 




ante-post supporters can al- 
ready throw themselves, or their 
vouchers at least. on the sword. 

Gulland started the day at 5-1 

for Epsom, but this tarnished ef- 
fort in victory meant he was 
pushed out to 14-1 (by William 
Hill). A peculiarity of the Der- 
by market is ihat you can now 
get 10-1 the field, but there are 

CHESTER 

2J<fc FIVE OF SPADES reverts to 
tris best distance after two tries at 
seven furlongs. Rain would help the 
cause of this gelding, who is from 
i a stable that has a good record here. 
f A low draw is usually a big advan- 
tage in sprints, and while the se- 
lection’s stall seven could be better, 
it is more favourable than the out- 
side berths of the fancied Only For 
Gold and Marston Moss. 

□□Q 

140: BODFARI MUKA is handily 
drawn in stall three and can go into 
the record books as Barry Hills's 
100th Chester winner. At New- 
market Jasi month this colt was a 
two-length runner-up to Queens- 
land Star, a winner here yesterday. 
Nathan's Hero is an outsider to 
keep an eye on. He is drawn best 


three horses who would be 
quoted at shorter odds if their 
participation was confirmed. If 
Cape Verdi, Second Empire or 
King Of Kings is declared a run- 
ner in the next few days they wfll 
immediately become favourite. 

Gotland's form bad begun to 
look more worthy of Parkburet 
than Epsom following the shab- 
by runs of those that finished 
around him in the Craven 
Stakes. Nevertheless, he looked 
the part parading yesterday. 

If dogs grow like their own- 
ers, then many racehorses are 
recognisable by the trainers 
which prepare them. Gulland 
was typically Geoff Wragg, a 
long, well-groomed colt with a 
distinguishing crested neck and 
noseband. There was another 
who looked like Htn-i. Ridgeway, 
his pacemaJdog stablemate. 

The pathfinder ran no race 
at all though, negotiating each 

HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


of all and bis talented young rider 
is making a name for himself. 

cxo 

3J0: The admirable Top rwn at- 
tempts to win this prize for the third 
time. The eight-year-old defied a 
hike in the weights to lake this 
marathon in soft ground a year ago. 
Although now a further 8fb higher 
up the handicap, he cannot be 
ruled oul WAKEEL, Cyrian and 
State Fhir finished second, third and 
fourth respectively behind Assured 
Gable at Epsom two weeks ago and 
are likely to finish in close pnxrim- 


bend as if it had been buttered. 
“Paul (Eddery, the jockey} said 
the horse was watching the 
television [camera vehicle] all 
the way round and he wouldn't 
corner because he was ducking 
away from it,” Wragg said. “He 
wasn't paying attention so he 
wasn't able to give Gulland a 
proper lead. 

“The other fellow had logo 
on much sooner than he want- 
ed to and that took the speed 
that you need at a finish away 
from him.” 

Gulland, a 1-2 shot, was ac- 
tually forced to take up the run- 
ning five furlong out and ty the 
entrance to the straight he 
looked as though he was going 
to detach himself from the field 
by some margin. Then it start- 
ed to go wrong. “My horse got 
tired and the last bit just caught 
him out,” Michael Hilis said. 
“He quickened well turning in 

ity again. Cyrian, though, is poorly 
drawn on ibe outside. Perhaps Wa- 
ked can come out best once more 
because at Epsom he was forced to 
race wide, on slower ground. 

□□□ 

3 AS: Due South has strong claims 
ou form but the Ed Dunlop yard has 
yet to hit form this season. The Irish 
challenger, Attractive Grown, was 
only fourth of nine runners at 
Leopa r dstown last time out but that 
was a listed race and this filly rep- 
resents a shrewd stable. RAM- 
BLING ROSE will be at short odds 
but she looks a cut above today's ri- 
vals. She won al Nottingham in Sep- 
temberand then ran GuBand to two 
and a half lengths in a Listed event 
atftmrefracL She was no match tor 
the winner that day but kept on 
strongly, with the test well beaten. 


HYPERION 

2.00 Thomaby Girl 2.30 Summertilll Special 

3.00 Slipstream 3.35 Ballantrae Boy 4.05 
Howtes Choice 4.35 Feel A Line 

GOING: Good. STALLS: Round eoirse - hskte; straight eouse - 
far sd& DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for Sf; Kgh from 7lto 1m 41 

• Right-hand oval course with tight turns. 

• Courea is 5m E at EiMu^i on Al. Etttxegh station 5m. AD- 
MISSION: Club 612; Itttaretes Efi (OAPb and unemployed £3*. Ac- 
companied under-lfis tree CAH PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: J Barry — 35 winners from IS? rumen 
gives a success ratio of 23%; l*a M Revstey 13 from 70 (105%); 
Danya Smtai 9 from 67 (t34%); T D Bamm 8 from 40 (20%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Csnofl 22 wfrre from -66 rides gives a 

success ratio of 141%; L Chamock 6 from 16 (12 jB%); P Fussy 
8 from 73 T WlBtanw B from 108 (74%). 

• FAVOURITES: 177 wits in 422 races (410%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNER: Tom Morgan (435) sent 372 mflao. 

I gTinl PINKIE PILLARS CLAIMING STAKES 
l^- uu l (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2YO 5f 

1 013 EXECUTIVE EVENT (9) (0 BF) PHadam SI- CLofaherp) 5 

2 TH0RNABV GIRL TD town 84. 

3 0 OMNNrHBSi(aO)MWEatavt)yS2 DabGBtson? 


4 TAHCHEDARMS D Barter 8 2 TWDm2 

5 « RBI SYMPHONY (11) (0) J Bmy 7 12 PFmm?P}3 

5 0 PETITE SABO (40) M Britain 7 10 GBhiMM 

7 0 SOUNDS SWEET (40) J JOT** 71) S Money 1 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 11-10 Emotive Event, 64 Rad Symphony. 14-1 Ttareby GH, 
20-1 (bray Helen, Soreids Steel, 25-1 Me Ssbo, 33-1 Thncred Anns 

lO on I CARBERRY LIMITED STAKES (CLASS 
^■ ou l F) £4,000 added 1m4f 

1 030-11 ROSSB-(USA)(J7)(CO)PMcrtnflh59B T SUM (7] 2 

2 xmo ANJOU (15)(D) JRsairaBSB OHanfaonS 

3 0B4M BIG TARGET (37) RAfan 4 98 401X41 

4 50641 SUIHIEMU.SrecUU.g3 (CO) D Barter 7 BS-TOTIaasS 

6 6092 FEARLSS BRAVE (27) CThmton38l JFwtntagS 

6 30000 THANKS KBJH (12) JJ0Mfl3S1 V»Smqota4 

-Bdodared- 

BETTMG: 5-4 BtanawrHI Special, 5-2 floetef, 4-1 Faeries* Bomb, 7-1 
A 4w4 20-1 TTiutat Xaftfa 33-f Bis TNgat 

o Kn I RIVER ESK HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
J,w l £4,000 added 2m 

1 0)02-6 UNCLE DOUG (J34)(D)(BF)JL Eyre 7 flQ Rlapptall 

2 03001 N0(D>B*i MOTTO (77) ICO) 4 Qtafa 5 0 BJJ Lowlhar P) 2 

3 03232 AU.ON»(C)JHdtaton70a T5Wdfa(7)3 

4 00082 SLPSIREAM (ty RGuest494 PRnUmonlS 

5 08BO BOSABOttLEp26)WStray401 4 Fanning 6 

8 00000 PaRBVSMSSI0N(iqjtane4a9 DIMMIT 

7 «030 TJWa*DMCHBFM(CD)OWiBr7BB-tawB«naooP)* 

S 40«4S nAUTBOT(0)TEa*Wv883— LCtan»e*5 


Chepstow 


r HYPERION 

■ Z20 KDbrlde Lad 250 Dovetto 350 Christy 355 
Woodstock Wanderer 455 Owonbwee 4-55 Bul- 
tens Bay 

00040: Good (Good to Soft patches) 

• Left-hand, undulating course with run-fa of 240yds 

• Course fa on MBS Chepstow station Inn. ADMISSION: CUs 
E14; Tattsrsals ElO (DAPs E5) CAR PARK: Free. 

• IEADING TRAINH1S: M Pipe — 46 wfanans from 20B nxfaaro 

■ u ii .i r .t nn n.iifani if) IflGD: 


• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 34 wins from 127 ridasmM 
a success rata) of 2SB%; R Dunwoody 27 from 12B (209%); C 
Lknrettyn 17 from 99 (172%); B Johnaon B from 73 (t78%) 

• FAVOURITES: 171 whs fa 46 races (M2*)- .. , ._ _ _ 

BLINKERED FWSTTHC: Dutch (2J8); Who’s Your Man (voored) 
(425), Wortham Star (455). 

\0 on ! BALMORAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
e) £ 3,000 added 4YO 2m 4f 110yds 
| 1 333031 WBRn)ELADftgK®pNtt|OtainB ^^2322 

2 62221P RAINBOW STAH J2ty(w^ UFto 11 5 APHeCcy 

3 Z362 WALK ON 31 (F29) J King tl 0 CUMW 

4 403935 2AEAHSJ4 (BB) J Jartois U 0 

| -4 doctored - 

GEIRNtt »4 KBbrfcfe Lad 3-1 Rafatow Sfac M to* On BA 18-1 Zfchrefl 

[OKftl BUCKINGHAM NOVICE HANDICAP 

4d.OO HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 2m 110yds 
1-W3P HWW^aaDurep^mMaBVWfcmBBTlD^KiayP) 
2 234SF KACY<97)fi“*» ST,a - “* 


Uttoxeter 


HYPERION 

Lively 

GOING: Good ^ 

KssssSsssass 

SsSS^gsaMsas 

gsgsBaasassa 


r=-=za A WSTOKES DRUMS NOMCE 
[5.50] SStle (CLASS H) £2,000 3rn2f 

icSroSsjHT % JISSSSSSS 

2 T3P2-2 LED VffP g .JArNWMon{9 

4 1U32P3 

5 PQ5D53 vwfl7gll=0W tEfla ^ tiqc jt j r Bartow (7) 

t an/SB — rhoMbP) 

; i ss 


- - - 7 _ D5“--Jir L Mpt. (7) rsr^ri DAVID BODEN ‘BIHTHDAY BOY’ 

Dtt«JSTlwa(»lSi23 fc HJoire* 8.20 MOVICE HURDLE© £3,000 3m 110yds 

SSSS^ l ^ 

SSSSwwwfiisSJ-— . s *£L 


4 5000 
s nw 

6 M5B0 

7 005004 

e wen 

8 5008 
D 0P1PP 
fr RJM3 

5 OOOP.O 
o mm 
% wop 

* MFUP 

»«ws 
|T7 awa 
4 -CP8W 




3 MU8Q 4MXp5) 3 SHcNtH 

4 oes LAAZMAP0aZ(1SqRPiepsSTf2 scum 

5 3238P TWBD4AH (fa) D Gandcfti 5 Tl 0 GBadkj 

8 -PPP6P COU»rar(«)Cllfcfial71IO GUptan 

7 003211 GRATE BWTOI (ID WJAIbi 8DC CtayMim 

B t»C2 DOVETTO (23) (BF)AEPlta»9D7 A P McCoy 

0 04PP PBBttNBWPH 0Shan«0BlBD8 JAHcCWby 

D 0-0008 ZABAM(4t)QTtunar5DS BPowafl 

It 40036 SHEEAS DREAM (21) (P)HH0W5D4 G8ta«A*(5) 

12 5P«W DUTCH Of) BEnrid® 0101 RJohBMoV 

0 OOP EL Cm pS) P FHcfena 8 D 0 SR» 

M 4=0033 0U) GOLD NTftH (T1) 4 WUBn S D 0— 4V E Jff >r Bf ina (7) 

t 682 ICVBtQOlF EAGLE (FB) G LlfamS D0_M BtaeWorffl 

B RUMP SUPreMEOHSADB >n)WH jKBBieCtaB7DOSawl>B 

Mnmun m&tlOsLTnjBtttnBCBp waigrtr BCkfBsnaaL Ctd GoldN 
fart flat 7Jti Hner GcKEagb M 11b, Sym Oaaadar M Bb. 
BETTWGcH ftanDNM DiA^TM laaotai itanH HaeftOM BrMali, 
Do««Uo, DU GoU N 'fan, 10-1 Shalaa Dran, 12-1 tahan 

Pa on HIGH GROVE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £10^00 added 3m 

1 2P651P CHEHflYNUT(S^(p| PAfchofcfleO MrJTfctaKfflJ 

2 35FW INCHCAJLLOCH (36} (0) J KfagBIt 4 A P McCoy 

3 1P2FPP 0T^S(97)(D) P BcwsnTl 11 3 WMantsa 

4 47=0344 FRAOTBlAIOC?41<CJOTRfta»BOe LAm pM(3) 

5 tl F5Q SFARKUNG CCft (23 <q (WJ Wss V 9 B*— - 

6 WffTTMEBfOUGHWflCftWteBDB SIMM 

l 

9 3B1U3 WELL TBEDpnnnPw* 8*1 -Jftn* 

D 3W2 FRElDIEtIUCK (8) (O) (17*M»xvO»w8 tSQ—CUaeMyTi 
tl 312-3P FOXTROT ROMEO (21) (DJ C flrniffl B D 0 DGMghw 

^tliMarad- 

hbvrua uoWt lost Bua handesp ve&C FuantnameoMBb. 

Fradtfc Muck. 5-1 Fww Wand, Spatatog Owa, M to- 
chcaHoctV 8-1 WWI Timed, CfcanyM, 10-1 Ganwa) Poago, 12-1 tatwa 


rg -Eft l BRADSHAW BROS OPEN HUNTER 
P-5U| CHASE (CLASS H) £3^)00 4m 2f 

1 -S3U1 LORD HEUC (22) (C) SJmcMiayJBD 7JAr 8 DwA p) 

Z 2M43 THEMALAKABMA P) ( P0) IA« C BtAy 

3 321W- GL3I OAK. (3*0) DGDBMtDD5— — jfcJMfttefuwfpg 

4 D43U2 WGHWWHVEp) L^SBwlBDDSJBauE Jwa«P) 

5 3j W»J R09(Si BRIDGE {1*0 PB»«7D3 l »NK»* [7) 

fl S A^^THECARDfflC RamyD DO JluR iM g) 

7 JE9N BEAUBAaaXARDftDPNUcBillgO HrJW»g(7) 

8 TQ233 CHI1CT0WN PD W P Untaa D g 0 --Mr Q Hwmw (7) 

9 xtm HimPADgPDM^PChanfassggOJhH Portmn p) 

fj 3D-U2 KETTLES (29) 119 JlrAPtABpap) 

-iodadarad- 

BETTWG: B4 Lord WT-IBwWM 

wayFtaa, KM RoNaan Bddga, CaMe^am, KWdta, ta-1 Mfau 

i Vo nl COUTTS & CO HANDICAP HURDLE 
7>ZWJ (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 

TM3S0 

2 SX&e EASrLKTeffl«(34)(CD|NH»toStl8_^AP^TV 

l ^HAiDNAW|^Stotod^i-- 

; «SS 

r MvffiA ayin'qp.flfil) (CD) 
s ssaa DB»figqCTMP toa B5go Jim*. 

SSS.M hSSoS: W SMtaCH w TWra*P 
(«jf| LUCIA PARMER HANDICAP CHASE 
|7.oU] (CLASS D) £5, OHIO added 2m 4f 

, — TSSTMiRrsixnmn^MmPistaifaago^Tjiiwpir 

1 g ^SjS SygflamtlVHMlgfla RNM 

3 2sraolOT«iJMnagn4 -Jtogr 

m taJUIANffiJTZ (71) (Q (DlPDdtenBeg—APMtCoy 

7 3HLB6 LOBSlBi COTTAGE fr^ lDIJf May 10 g1*-MySliiwaan 

o SeS raounuEQSnATmdTgS JB- Mwaa o 

o l^DBMO (4 WCUudM 801 — CUBOMy 

i a iS SSHSww Aw m >«*. 

nenwR-uflhnnDbS-i MMtarOddiiMlinjfaUad.WLoh- 

rS-TSil DAVID BODEN ^IH-mDAY BOY* 


QjjjBvflanStf 


1 

i «BSWfflHr!!d!5aS5 

8 ‘^^D^D©*0)(D)NHmdua»730JRICMn^h 

9 35 nunEUVBTtWl^aMwBUO — — WW teaoa 


jQoktatafa^ 

JtAhptwP) 


ro-i EaJtad, 12-1 odj« 


and then be just had a wander 
and a look at the crowd." 

k was just as well that 
Chester’s is the shortest run-in 
in the game otherwise Gulland 
would have been caughL The 
Glow-Worm, whose bottom had 
been warmed by Pat Eddery at 
the top of the home stretch, was 
in front a yard past the line. Gui- 
land. on this day at least, ap- 
peared a non-stayer. 

The Glow-Worm is not con- 
sidered the swiftest Classic ma- 
chine in Barry Hills's Lambourn 
garage (that honour belongs to 
Albrostan). Before yesterday 
his horizon stretched no further 

than the Italian Derby. 

The first Chester Vase was 
a dead-heat decided by a toss 
of a coin and it now seems a sim- 
ilar process may be used to de- 
cide if Gulland runs in the 
Derby at ah. *Tfs back to the 
drawing board and think, " 


Wragg said “It wasn’t a very 
good race, a nonentity of a race. 
The chances are that we will go 
(to Epsom], but well certainly 
have to think about 11” 

Alex Ferguson's Queens- 
land Star in the first ensured 
that the Manchester United 
trophy cabinet will have an ad- 
dition this season (even if it is 
only a Cheshire cheese), and 
Robert Sangster registered yet 
another Deva winner with Casi- 
no Captive. Sangster informed 
us that while last year there were 
only three juveniles of Group 
class at Man ton there were at 
least 12 in this year's batch. 
Sheikh Mohammed, this is for 
your attention. 

THE DERBY (Epsom, 6 June): Coral: B-i 
Bonier Arrow, tM Qutand. 12-1 Hoeml & 
Xbb^ 14-1 Groek Dance; Ladbrokes: 7-1 GU- 
ianet B-l Bonier Am** City Hanouns A Has- 
ni 12-1 Greek Dance, «-i Capri. Dr Fbng 
& Saratoga Springs; WHDam HUh 5-1 Bor- 
der Aitoh; 8-1 Haam 12-1 Xoai; <4-1 Cfty 
Honours, Greek Dance a GUfand, 1EM 
Capri, 20-1 Dr Fbng. 


BaMln 

Ret Amc 
M y BrOdd 
SsosMcnJo 


French raid for Godolphin a 


GODOLPHIN, on a high fol- 
lowing Cape Verdi’s win in the 
1,000 Guineas, have declared 
three colts, Altibr, Bimang and 
Zoya, for the Poule d’Essai des 
Poulains (French 2,000 Guin- 
eas) at Longchamp on Sunday. 

A total of 18 stood their 
ground at yesterday’s second ac- 
ceptance stage for the race in 
which Criquette Head's un- 
beaten Prix de Fontainebleau 
winner, 'With The Row, looks 
the best local hope. 

In the Poule dHEssai des 
Pouliches, Godolphin are keep- 
ing their options open having left 
in Asfurah, Bahr and La Nuit 


Rose. The only other overseas 
acceptor is Aidan O'Brien’s 
Kincara Palace in a race in 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: State Fair 
(Chester 3.10) 

NB: Noble Demand 
(Chester 4.45) 

which Prix de la Grotte winner 
Zalaiyka may start favourite. 
• Norman Williamson was 
stood down for 48 hours after 
suffering concussion following 
a fall from The Whole Hog at 
Exeter yesterday. 

Yesterday^ results, page 28 


Chester— 2.10 

H— CULT 

WMwM* T-1 61 M »« 

fata 7-1 M W M 

jfrgtRtafata B-1 W M »1 

WdaUteW 31 9-18-1 W 

BfaiKfa W H W 1M 

BtatamBtay Bl TH w m 

HtaflBMlfal M 1» 84 g-1 

BfaMlw 1M W U-1 >1 

RtaRtaB gf « gf *44 

My far Sad H-1 WT 1M 184 

OmxMBiJa W W »i W 

UwrtylWiw M W W w 

bi an w w 

504 »12M aH 

nuBnaa 2M wi W a-1 

OriiHita Ifav ptatata 44 
C- OrtH-WnHIL-LBtalmT-lfaS-SBfcy 


Chester— 3.10 

a C H L S T 

pofc M SI TH 44 93 

•tpCtai W « M 84 84 

hiiMi W M M frP W 

fatf » M M M M W 

ttaasar ~ « B-1 0-1 tM m' 

n^ifcriga. m 9-1 M r» »i 

Sh CTfaOnf 94 B-V 81 1M H 
ta ww »' 

~ W1 141 M-1 »1 Hi 

iM- «■! 141 W-1 18-1 w 

a>fa«rof w si m « w 

Ml -B.1 M »1 w wi 

aa«ta et 281 m g-i 2M 

31 Arad Z-1 XU g-1 25-1 &1 

tab »1 mi 33-1 ZH g-1 

fasra 5M 504 ei 5M SM 

wlA—riby an SM SM 3P-1 3B-1 

mm 5P4 SM 3M SB-1 4W 

tafi MS sootar feodft pfaw J, t!4 


cyfai 
Ban fat- 
CMAfaM 


OUBcwri 
mg farad 


9 432200 N0TA3XM (27)DQMprai48a PFMMy(3}9 

t) 400 IMRKAPBf(1QCAlBR47g NCartak12 

11 0000- m MOHUHTY (JB6) S R Bwtag 7 7 H QtaeQtaoalO 

C 0500- NORn0NMAESmDU11)MaMRHEtay47U-TmbiM8 

0850068 TOPPREZEPKDf MBa«fa07D GHmhnBI V 

-13d«fand- 

UUmm Tat Iflh. TiunAVn: Nbritam fants 7ta 7b, Tfa) ftfa 7W TBi 
BET7Wtt94 AB Ob, 4-7 Nortfttan MoBi^ 7-1 My Bojl ®-1 S0)tt»oara, 
12-1 Undo Doug. Notation, Mr Morions Tbp Pit**, 14>1 attm 

Th ocj BRUNTDN HALL HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
I J«OD[ E4.000 added 5f 

1 0080-1 GAHNOCKVALLEV(27){CO) JBnyBgQ— CLotaiierg)8B 

2 02008 AM0THH1 EPISODE (5) W Mfea L 9 8 1) — JCsnoflS 

3 80000 PALLIUM (8) (CO) DNcfan«87 KStad(5)4B 

4 00023 BOWOJFFE GRANGE (D) D awpnan 6 BBJ. Chamock 1 

5 4-4054 pnSENTmr (16) S Basting 4 B 5 .CtavM(3)SB 

8 006B BALLANTRAE B0TP9(D)JGtafB 4 8 2. — JMcAiAay(7)2 

7 0000 l»iirMMIIfjaiTrtaM)j>37g D WrigttS 

8 50000 RAGnKCOHGIRLpQ(CCqONclMi57nj>taMy(97 

-Bdacfand- 

AWnwa-w raet Waights: Awry HWMb TWaft fbgamCtmf/irintSBi 
BETTWOtM BMtartiM BoyiH Qamock Wto)h74 BoodBa Oanflo, 
5-1 Anottur Qdnda,7-1 Piwtaafamat, ta-1 Pmny WMtfla.33-1 fatal* 

— ncl WAUYFORD MEDIAN AUCTION MAID- 
,U3 I EN STAKES (CLASS F) E3,Q00Tf 30yds 

1 332-25 C8tQ8TEER(S4Bmy38H CL«dtar(3)S 

2 OOO OWei MORRIS (taC Boot) 3 BT1 PFonay(3)2 

3 04404 H0WSCHMCEpa)Mftit|Bh3B1J PHOtaowia 


l Q ~c e 1 SANDRINGHAM SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (G) £2,000 2m 4! 110yds 

1 VSS\ WOODSTOCK WANDERS1 (12) P BowonBTI fl-WItataDQ 

2 3333 NOT FORGOTTEN (F9) pF) R>tari 4 7 9 HJotnwn 

3 50UC3 m®»nQrtl»7J5 JLMobB 

4 323«P SPIRAL HYBr (14] MUUar5 BO CUmlynB 

G 500223 GOLDBI LW (11) K Bute 5 U 9 

6 445 HAVANA RESERVE &t3) T QocxQB 4 08 S Wyant 

7 P0BP AUNT DAPHNE (51) Mo LHdiaids4«8 MRfctanfaB 

8 4CP000 01010(51) Ra*ar8« 7 VSUtiBiy B 

9 -apses FORTUNES ROSE (12) JKhgff 06 APUcCOrB 

V 5P0QB4 BIGWIG (40) SLMoom5B3 UBAtataRB 

11 QCP304 RBMBeSl STAR (12) A D SnAti 5 U 0 RFfanfa 

g 004=05 FRANKEHARRT(2q AC&ntdtfUO AStMMp) 

—12 didmd- 

UHmm; JOst Tut m^RBambuStarM 73b fiBntoHnqyWJaa 
BETTING: 9-2 Knfa, 5-1 Woodcbocktasodnac, 8-1 Net Forgfatan, 7-1 Fo*- 
tan Rmo, Bjgfag, M Hama Rmwvb, ID-1 SfM Pyoi; IM oUmh* 


1 JORROCKS NOVICE HUNTER CHASE 
J (CLASS H) £1,500 added 3m 

OWQOWffi(15)(qnAher7C7 Ur JD Moan (7) 

SAFFRON MOBS (15) (CO) Ms 8 R*8 g7 JEm F Winn (7) 

AROBJ-BOY(22)(D)J&5y »1Z0 WnPGn)fay(7) 

BROTHEH PRM (I) A 9 g 0 UrM Uwrowl [7) 

CMAROSCWWpflEDPtoiyggO Mr S Lloyd fl) 

BUSEmptNDfABartwfleO IfrJItonff? 

FUMG HP (I7KD) Us J GBpi 7 E 0 JBm A Gnctan p) 

QOOO LOOGNG GUY (28) (CR lira JYomQS CO 

ifrAC ta rttaJn — p7 

HALL'S IBLL (7) 09 4 Ftafar 9 g 0 Ur a Fqntatfa (7) 

JBLAD(n<D)H'BckggO Mfaa V Robtafa (7) 

RAW CRAZY (18) 0 Carter 7 CO MtacSIlfctaryp) 

RASHLBGH ARMS (Z3) R FtatYJ g 0 JW A HoUworttl (7) 
SAINT JCJSSW (32) (D) tin Slbung 8 gO JB»S Vbung (7) 


1 KOOP1 

2 B33321 

8 1*4=2 

4 W3P2F 

g -me 

a 4C-T1 

7 MB3Z 

8 2-3233 

B FPB1U 

« U-302U 

6 P&P3 

g PPffP3 

5 O-gl 


Wetherby 


HYPERION 

6.05 Alcalall 6^5 Pure Value 7.05 Flat Top 
735 Smuggling 8.05 Green Green Desert 8^5 
Overaman . 

GOINS: Good. 

• Loft-riand owl ctneutt. Ftai-fa fa SOOyrte sSfifatiy fajrtl 

0 Ctxraa is ME of town on Bi23t rmarjoneflon of ASS ana At 
ADBBSSION: Club EB; lateraate £9; Cousa S3 {OAPs £2). Ac- 
companlsd undw-ISfi free. CAR PARK: Bee. 

• LEADMQ TRAINS® Mm H ftotafay - 41 vrinnfas from 196 
runstadra * success aOo cl 209%; T Etaritrty attrem DO (BM); 

1 D Nkhotaon 19 Iran IS (253%); Mre S SraHh 17 from 108 (157%) 

' # LEADMQ JOCKEYS: L Wftr 42 wina from 170 ridaa gives a 
I success ratio of 247%; P Nmn 39 from 170 (225%); fa DoUsto 
21 from 127 («5W; R Qanftty 18 from 146 (I1%X 

• FAVOURITES: 209 tans fa 492 races (CJS%). 

1 BUNKERED FWSTTBfe Emerald Cfaitaw (805) 

IftTwI SENIOR SERVICE CONOfnONALS 
! LP"1 NOVICE HURDLE (E) £3,000 4YO 2m 

7 ira ALCAUU(ja)(D)(Bf)UHsrornnd7i0 JfHonoeta 

2 046 na»H CHANCE (71) MHaonmdflg BHMog 

3 ' 432 ISLAND SANCTUARY (71) (HF) D U 12 R ThomlDa 

4 UGHTIWGREBB.(F«)P7«tatee EHuatand 

5 GOES NBXMUN(BnjHJftwmgg FUtay 

6 4 W4TH SYMPHONY (33) Ua S Hwita+afar tt TZ—Stqla 

7 S ONMBffrpflSGofawng. LCrnnbM 

8 ROIM) R0BM (FB8) C Ttoflion g g OKoak(7) 

9 0 SEATTLE ART mJHJDhnoigg IJarfaB* 

g 4S>SWBCY(fT4UWBnarfvgg ECktastanB 

fl atBULD CLUSTER (TO A Smith 10 7 ^JiHanfaWB 

g 0 GOUACOA(40)BBfaonD7 GLss 

B TWW PLEASURES JBawfayO 7 SMtarosi 

-UdKtamd- 

: BETTING: B-2 AlcsM, 1 F4 Itanj SaoctiMry, 7-2 Spailcy, 8-1 Hereobn, 
10-1 Rwara Ct re nw , 14-1 HUfa Symphony, 18-1 fatal* 

HMS CERES NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
L””?! D) £5,000 added 3m If 

1.F4P1P3 0RBAH RECHTAL (23) OBmcnBgO IIBrsnotn 

2 221BU PtBBWLUE(!2)(E5 M WEaujrfiy 7 1?0 PCartany 

3 44U5U MAHKfa(2S) UDoASTI B TffataJ 

4 ABU2P RADCAL CHOICE P2) (D) J Charfcn 9 H B. BSUrey 

3 346064 CASTLE HH>(7«JRra 7 H2_ KJOfatatal 

6 P-5g£ PHABECH0p3)Lhig)7H2 HSoffle 

7 F456FB CUXALLCnO&SETT (S) ECsina G fl 2 Mr B Gbton (7) 

8 OS»«UnaErUNE{Tfl)U*6ai«i8fl2 

-Bdtdaml- 

BEn8Kk2-1HarikfaChsioa,82nnialH|7-2Ckgtaiflada) l 5'1l ) tar 
6*0, Ifrt Ifaata, aM cafafa Had, 25-totan 

r 7 QCt WETHERBY RN ASSOCIATION HAND- 
\1™21 ICAP CHASE (Q Z7JB0Q 2m 4f 1 10yds 

1 8-HB IWraWOOOTpq(P)NltariamBti12MAFlqBriM 

2 82ffPl DBTWPRTf«A«LQBpjDttJKtai 7 11 fl-fl Thornton 

3 ima CORSTONJDKffl(M]®Lti«W)8ii4 R Supple 

4 3IU314 R0WU. VACATION (1583 P QU Moo* BO I.JCataghn 

5 348SBBAUn«E{M)(C)(P)(BqWlfaq>7fl10 BPo«B 

6 2Pnc FLATTOP fll) po) (ER M WEasfirfef 705 PQebtaiy 

7 33SW CROSS CAttlONpCf (D) JVSrt B®3 JLDotttl 


4 6304 NA4JAR(B) J FizGeraUSBlI— BentaSchtaHtamaeo p)7 

5 SIEB’Y BABY I Sumplo 3 8 11 DMOttanS 

B 305- SNOWBALLS (196) tans L Rental 3 811 J Carol 3 

7 0 WHIRLWIND (29) CTTnrdDn 3 8 tl DfaBMetowoB 

8 004)65 MGAEBE PROCESS (5) WKenp3B& LCtannkl 

8 0 SHARP GAYLE (tq I Semite 38 6 .BDufiMdA 

-Bdactaad- 

BETTWGrd4 CfrooBwa; fMMffa 7-2HoetaiCfaili», S-1 SnemtOa, 
8-1 Gtaoer HonK 26-1 WMMnd, Ngaam Prinoen, 33-1 fatal* 

[a oc( WHITELAW HANDICAP (CLASS F) 

I £4,000 added 1m 

1 4Q04- AMD THE STARS pOG)DBariar4 9S TOTtamB 

2 C040- BIPUSlVEAlRpO(5(C)(D) EWBymeeBSg— DHtaihanlO 

3 55AO- TICXNTBIAP9S) MHumaidABD OPraal 

4 6468 FEH.AUN£(5] UHamrond437 J Cwo* 12 B 

G 30030- SRANSH VERDICT (JT7mCD)DarWl 11 9 3 X LdaWita P) 3 

8 g4S UP M FLAMES (80) (D)SBo*mg791 .C Vague $13 

7 20503- NKAPGN ROCKS (UR) HsG Rees S 90 — DaanMdfanm7 
B 00005 WAGGA MOON (107) MBatfah4B0 PRofainwnS 

9 30080 COSIBCCASEP) JOfafeSBE — D VM^tB 

6 iDOO-6 TOM MORGAN p9)(D)PWM«iyn7B 11 GWWdZ 

H 543000 THE BABNSLEY BOLE (9) J L EyiD 5 B 9. RUppfa4 

C -33234 GENUWEJ0HN(r4)JPBrtos588 J.Ctamofar14 

13 00000- U8£TnANCrrr(217)MBSLRHratt5B7.J>Fraqr(9)gB 

14 23060- DR WOODSTOCK (J57)W Storey 487. JFenrtnflll 

-Utacfartal- 

BETTDMfc 11-2 Up ta Hamm, 6-1 Maipennodta,7-1FiwlALbia,8-lba- 
pfatlwAV, 10-1 AnM TIib Sttafa ^wM IfaRflct, 12-1 fatal* 


14 -P3RF3 WHttSYOURIIAN(11) WM^NStapeBOO 

MrPHaroarpjV 

« 21^= CSJC OAiKJHTEH (38) (D) HLd*B0 tt 9 J**»E J Jonue (7) 
6 21 P-11 NEARUTI6SEA(17)IP)COamB119_JfalWUdkaata(7) 
-16dadaiad- 

SETTWG: 7-2 HaTs IIE, 4-1 FfaMTH, 11-2 Owartroaa. 7-1 Saint Joseph, 
6-1 Nataly Al 5*0, 10-1 BaBroo Mow, Good Looking Guy, 12-1 fatal* 

am) SOUTH WEST AMATEURS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^)00 added 3m 

1 5-132P SWP50N (B0)(D) JQUOg7 UrCVIgon (5) 

2 5fflS4 BULLBiSBAY(B)(CC)Bltew^n9B6 JNrJLUta W ynfl 

3 2M3G DBWMGBRDGEp^WMreSJolwonBlIg 

MsaSBwfctoet(7) 

4 TIUTM GAUStSOfllJAW(aO)(19PNcricfe8t)8~lfaJTlBan1(9 

5 VP50P ELBURG (74) (D) T Ga*^p B 11 6 Mr K R 0H)*n (7) 

6 BBPGO LANDEDGBnRVn JOEhSa9H6..Jft l MRzOBrekl(7)V 

7 Ban 9EBEireaA7fflMQxnd»gii6MJataMCtaataa(7] 

8 32585 QU!SnCRMy(f3)(C) JIMnBSflS MrJDMtaWp) 

8 WS45 MBXTKT0R (4^ (C) (D) R PMps 14 II 2 

IBn 1 )pfy 1 ^|fa** Doyta (7) B 

V ism SPIWG GRASSES) Bl^ol Dili 1* S Strange (7) 

V 3BBIPB NB1M0UNT (7) T McOoivn GUI StCSmr&B 

■a 2P2B3 F0UNTABI BS (7) R Dcbi 8 6 7 llr Edgar Byrne (7) 

O 03iRP HUn«M4EHAIfl(S^N1taa»Oafas9g7JfaRWidsta(I) 

14 g25r0 HUSO (14) H OfaeRmMl 867. UrWOtae IfaWtatt (7| 

15 2006- GUNMAKa(H}BlJB»Blyn9l)7. MfaeEJ Jonaa(7) 

« -RPS44 N0RnSWSnR|B)lfae4W3nfa71)7JI«sJWnaifa(7)B 
17 85400 GLEVUM P9) NTwatm-OerissB t)7 — Hr A Hfadmorih (7) 
6 P43U05 FEAmras WONDER MR B*f 7107 -WwKDUhBta (7) 

-iSdedared- 

Benwa 5-1 Ssbelba Ifay;7-1 Denfag Bridge, 8-1 Fountain Bid, IM 
BoBws Bey, Galotasori Jkw, Spring Grass, Mfenourt, 12-1 ottara 


6 -20642 RUSTIC AIR (II) (B) (BFJJFiaGaraidTl 1)3 LWyw 

9 flUPff PemAM»FUER (14) P)JH Johnson 7®3 —CMeuds 

V TC24- BUVBtS DREAM (43ta m BBtaonSflO BHsntingV 

11 <8256 MAHLWGfOHD (IT) MC8 J Jcri an « B0 SfaytorR 

Mnknuar IDst Bua e a j gWg: B^wre Qwsw 8tf 4ft UsrtnaltM 7V 12b, 
BETTIMG: 7-2 Coreton Joker, 4-1 FJtaTop. 7-1 DesOn r?Eetni*ta, Rus- 
tic Ak 8-1 Ballyflne, Crosa Cunon, 10-1 Phllpfa Woody; 12-1 fatal* 

r Voe l HMS SELKIRK NOVICE HURDLE 
f,J3 l (CtASS D) £3 ^00 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 040323 CU0IAJKMSna<(371 P}MSo*maOy3na-J3'ait<X&) 

2 35PE3 ORANGE MP (11) (BF) J H&fidfal 5 11 1 PCretany 

3 IfflO- AUTDPtOT(37C)NHandtaaong110 UAFfcgMaid 

4 OS40P B0tBOTDH0N0URp7)^^JHJbhfB0nflT10~ASSHiWl ' 

5 404P-2 BUCKLEY HOUSE pOQ J Chariton 8 HO B Storey 

6 BUCXS START J ’AbdH 7 11 0 KJdnnn 

7 a^0VCNUCnJ9S(70qMn0SmidiB1l0 ACrKGreen 

B 448B > 6 BNHE STREET (71) O Breravn 0 11 D.- MBreman 

9 0-3F64 GOLF LAW) (14 W Reed B 11 D TReod 

fl 004 WBURrcqPBasmnwailO RSnppfa 

11 000 JUSTICE ALONE (19) D NctetsaiSH 0 RTtantoo 

fl 2BP0B2 MONOTONY (40) C Grert 6 11 0 IBee V Rotate (7) 

13 DO ONE MORE FUNG 09) Ms SStaMi 5 fltiL.il Mlfiieiin(S) 

14 0 SWJGGUNGm4RnstoHB71\0 ADottn 

■B 0280 TBJ. MONTY (B8) Mr* JBomti 611 D DBerttay 

« 30222 THE SNOWBURN (11) (PF)T fata STI0 JCtafagtan 

V 63300 W&1SWOD (B6) J Jeflereon 5 11 0 JECAglan 

■8 -65406 WHAT ATAL£ (36) Mre M Ftowtay 8 Tl 0 GLw 

fl 0 WHAT WLLTOI SAY fU] Blende 5 HO LWyer 

20 302034 MeKAHfflOFESlEai (11) S Qsgnp 7 flB BPtatal 

“ 2fl ™ 

flETTBieU The Snow Bum, 7-1 Ctawaon Stick, Orenge Imp, 6-1 WM 
A Ida, MtansaHb Ofeafaen, 10-1 Bodday Howa, 12-1 fahwa 

fane] HMS WETHERBY HANDICAP CHASE 
l° >UJ l (CLASS C) £7,000 added 2m 

1 43260 TB*WOWTWATT(46)(DfRF1iM*9gO — MAFfagerekJ 

2 365320 DOWN THE FELL (18) (CO) J H Jchnsni 8 tig -ASSteth 

3 31F54Q GF&NGRBiOES8Tr(4anOShereMd71>8J l Ctai»y 

4 622342 POUTXUL 7DWEB (13) flX} RMan 1! OE > Dobbin 

5 2JH-3P STORM FALCON (279) ;0) N R MUel 6 fl 6.— C Webti (fl 

6 252321 CROSSHOT (13) (CD) RlfcDarfadtl B3 RSo^iie 

7 0F4O- DEJORDAANpB7)(CO) WCurTfaghemfl B3 HStnBi 

B UU804 CHORUS LIME (ISM (p)PBaaurnafa 91)0 LWyer 

-Btanarad- 

m*namm3ght 10 k. Tnja fvncScap iraight Choaa Une Jsr 4b 
BaTWttWCn»a*>oL3-1 PofficaiTtaw.4-1 Qtan Green Deaert.6- 
1 Dawn The Fed, TfawWMI YU, 14-1 Stun Ffacoo.2D-1 fatan 

q < 3 C HMS BRAMHAM HANDICAP HURDLE 

° ,lX3 J (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 

1 344303 EXBamVE DESIGN (g)(p) Mre MRnfaay 6 tl 11 __G Ue 

2 00118 GL0WaEM(D)OMUocre711 1) NBatfey 

3 65F4S2 DURANO(7)(C0)TEaaBby7112 ,._LWy«V 

4 2-1341 WYNWtaJ IWGHT (48) (D) Mra U Rerttey 0 11 0 — P Nhrao 
B JP861 mi APPQWTS1 CO (D) B Uacagosl B 

6 14-033 ^Tfit^wakTs V 0 — P Csrtany 

7 4=3330 KHWQF(Z3}(D)Mrtmmond6flO— D Botany V 

8 400353 8aBAW*®^«mTaterri#nfl»0.LCw»MiwW 

-8dacfared- 

MMaanw^ttTQN Tub tafafep nagfss: Owwsn SS T36, Kami 

aaiOhSfamVMttaBatm 

BEniNG: 7* Wynyari KUgM, M EmcuBm Deeign, Durano, W WM 
Appfanttd, 8>1 Gtwuflfa, 74 Overman, 12-1 KanflLSgn Wlretasa 


Chester 


HYPERION 

^S^2S^ <nb) ^SSI'Su Rose 

4^5 BOMBASTIC (nap) 

I 'aoiaick Good STALLS: W «*" fade; «n- 

I Jetton T2-W3 Tn.7%L J FOrWoe 

I SaWERgHmSTTIIfeNona. _ _ 

rq - a Tfl ROODEYE HANDICAP (CLASS C) £15,000 Mtagi 
|2.10j added 3YOCT TBS 


i a IShc'hamBOW w WT t T fmm M Bel 811 H Feta* 8 100 

1 ? £2 » 

! I SS ’SSSBSffiWXS^ s 

l S £ % 

I E i 

c Acm niiMOBLLAICPta BN (NComdaMAJeivtaBS — DOtaeoey fS)1 82 

fl 33200 90 

I beitin&T-i y«fafa*Prttfa,8-l TfarenLM MutanMon, IM Btoa Kta, BremtonBeny, Csnnt- 
ta^SeSSSSHtad^l BtoreM tare. Bta ftumOsly Far Gfatf.20-1 fata. 

^r^tt^c«rt93JRrtrB5-2lav (Mrs J Ramsden) ctaen R fl ran 


1 Chester 

- 3.40 


Hons 

C 

H 

s 

T 

ftatftgftee 

128 

M 

M 

S4 

DfaSOMi 

4-1 

4-1 

92 

54 

AkacBreQuM 

5-1 

5-1 

92 

TM 

MdiAMLae 

“ST 

S-1 

64 

5-1 

Atete 

9f_ 

IM 

ZH 

91 

Ate 

Ol 

IM 

fll 

IM 

OMy 

H-1 

1f1 

M-1 

184 

Step Sadi 

fll 

S-1 

334 

251 

| BdimaKitatxikptcnl&S 



Sman-fsngth wfanor trf a fttftaft* maiden flv® *®*J®J*** 

I sfawOetob«iTORf®4TtethBtypatoprogreaafcntiitaand hatwimata hfafirfasg 

oaeiancs fa handere company a wfanfag one. David Banonfe runner made al a the 

far this £****7 ■ 

! we| drsea BtondaB Lana couU do no batter (tan tenth of 21 to Jifaee Jb ww) at Pon- 
eaater (71) fa March but Bhowad pianty pi pace to tead ltiH approachfag thBjwo-tur- 
tong pfaa He n*rtrt ravsnw the tom with Ceraxnbo mri 

third aid faghth. Only For OoW, the orty cotesa wfanar nlta field of 16 - tatO Qhtta 
krvwfle co^oat on thfa canl ayaai ago - must be kefa on tta ryht ada_Mantlee Priria, 
a Rfltastone nursery wfanor fa September end thfaf of 20 to Swfao at TNrsk on hte re- 
| tun. and Martqn Moaa. dosftfa) behind fa fifth fa ita Vbttahlre tradLare taws tor 
BiosharfW. Salecoon: TORRENT 

foTftl CAPITAL BANK MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) gSgj 
£10,000 added 2YO 5f ■■■■ 

II AC£ OF PARXES (J rttaf) J Berry B H 1 Q f?£ rB " 

2 2 BOOfiSRilMCA(M)(3odtoriSWLaDB7a»SlJ M *? 3 ** 

I 3 CCWWYLD0GE(l3dMDfflyrt)JBenyBi1 ^--.K P arley 5 - 

,4 02 JAIK DEE (16) Ann Jarvte) A Jtavfe B 11 DStreeoey(3)10 96 

5 0 JUST ORANGE (G) (Mb E A Dawon) P Em» 8 11 £ 

6 4 LANDICAN LANE (4) (Lad LMriiAne) R Johnson Hou^lbn 8 11 JReW4 67 

7 MYTTDffS MOMENT (Q Myttor) ABaisyBH " 

8 HATHATfS ffiHO 0*3 J fl Htaxtata B tl AUcCmttV&l - 

9 PARISIAN BUE fT darte) N UttnodaiBII JVfaroteB - 

D R0)HL0RIGME(MrSMsGPlnther4MChBinaiB11 .Tttrm2 - 

-lOfafand- 

HErnNG: 9-4 BodM Mtafa 7-2 Ace Of Parites, 4-1 Royal OriMne, 162 Ltauflcsn Lane. Myt- 
l taYe Moraefa. B-1 Corwy Lodge, tM Jaraea Dm, 14-1 Paritaan Btoe, 20-1 nlta* 
flW: CHy Fbr Gold 8 11 K Dortay 4-1 (J Bory) dream (1) 7 mi 
FORM GUIDE 

Bodtari Ifarim v«b tampered at the atari when beaten a length and a quarter by Oieena- 
tand Star (wfanor tare yesterday) on hta introduction at Nawinaikat and ha finished 1 
fax lengths dew of the thfed. Jamas Dae also (bund one too good fa Dame Juda fa 

BrioWon after an u^tacad debut na% whle Landlcon Lane shaped reel when tatilh 

to Chunper on fas debut at Haydoefc on Sfaurdoy and represents the Lord Lawrhdme- 
I FufcB Johnson HougWon team which has dona we« here over the yaaro. However; this 

may moult fa a wfanfag start for ACE OF MAXES, who tais from the Oujaneland 
Star yard of Jad< Barry. By Tbanoeo cut of SummerMI Sprues, ha la a ttMralher to 
i My Melody Paricw and talHjtoiharto Lucky Rarkae end Bfata Parira so he should 
be aWa a go a bit Selection; ACE OF WIKES 

[ •T i n ! TOTE CHESTER CUP (HANDICAP) gBb Wm£§ 
IU I (CLASS B) £60,000 2m 2f 147ydS V mStm 

i 1 D2fl4 LEONATO (FFD (39) (C G R BocG^ P Evans 691) JF Egan 3 105 

2 56G-3 TOP CEES (fa) (CD) (R E Swgater) tea J Ftansdan 8 9 7 JFortUMSfOO 

3 2GD4- SHARAZAN (J32) iST) (FCterte) OCrNai592 RHu0hw7BJO1 

4 342V CANDLE SMILE (5B4)(JCBnxtu7)GBamell 602 JRfat 08 

5 20E0- OLD RDUVEL b>34) (Us R Cmel) D Mxrey Sm9i 7 9 2 MJWnttell 89 

S 20234/ MTO STAR (J5tT) Rfeyfa^ M arfvHl Dcrtad) J M j Llh r a on7 92 FeBon 13 - 

7 U3Q- S1BEEIN COURT (1M)(P0 Beamon) A Bfflby 790- — Jl Mackey 9 S8 

8 31C0- CLOUD B4SPECTDR (20S) (M Gnti) M Jrinstn 790 JWtavw12 86 

9 00264 STATE MR (1^(C) fl RdHda)BWB4Sfl UHMeiTTO 

fl AXF-ft (VOira FUmS? (12) (W/M^^0a»«rtfi9B 12 par) NMtanf{7)15 97 

11 2021-1 TURtVOLE^ (M-&kftsWJWtans)kfksMPB«dty7BP ACfatanelO 95 

12 5040-0 GBBlALASSara7p1)(C) (TheCifa1aJ»n)GMar^reon681)— GCwterIB 98 

13 fl063 CTRWN(14)(BFJ (UsdOtTO^pTOris) PCbb467__. — — TOufan 17 97 

14 U604 FLOTWG AROUND (3) (GF^a)RSkTp8OT 4 B7 II GidaQtar 1 103 

fl 46202- Mm«KpM)(rtfarxrnSyrtjc8*^MraJftamsrian487 RCoduneMKfl 

fl AE02 WAKEEL (14) (U dowtcri) MHbTBn686. M Robtite 6 96 

17 ISO-1 FORGIE(l6) (C) (UsJMacR«on| PCBlwr5B6(Sag NDey2i07 

fl 4UJ1- MGHINTTWUEp35)((9[Lndsh|iSnKBHCed485 W Ryan 18 09 

-18<tedand- 

BETniV& B-1 Ibropfaa, 11-fl Tbp C#**, B-1 Forgls, B-1 Stance In Court, 8-1 Iwate Ftattar; 10- 
1 HghtaWBta, 11-1 D«o Star; 15-1 Mtttak, 14-1 Cyrtan, StettFi* 16-1 Ctood Irapectoi, We- 
kefa. 2M OM Ronvfa, S5-1 f»ttas Around, Lwmtao.ao-1 fahern 
fl07: %p Can 7 8 11 J Fretuvni-2 (Us J tamsden) doam n g ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Tbp Caea, wkinr of the Coral Cfa> fa ita Cheltenham Fafahrel became orty the ifird 
Ihie cenhey to wfa #» Cheater Qjp for a second tfa» when stanvnng Ettertry Park 
den lengths 12 months ago - Mowing Chivskous (S22-23) and Sea Rgeon (B77-7S) 
and has ae good a chance as any after his ttwd of 21 behfad Raise A Prince ower an 
faadaquete rnto and a half fa Newmarket He is 8t> Ngher ttien last yeer. Howavet. it 

nuy pay ttsitawfAmTOCTAR, a talented type men If s(fl a maMsn on (ta fiat : 
Malcolm Jafferearte charge successful fa Ita Chatanham Festival tamper r '©95; ms 
last seen on the FW. wtan a credtabto fcunh ot 21 behfad Clficn f<jk m the No«an- 
ber Handfcap fa Doncasler tta lolowfag year and te ran an absolute binder fa the j 
same event tha year before when beaten a lenglh and a hfat by Snow Prowess - con- 
ceding tar 18b Data Star, who came home by 20 lengths from Cotter Bay - subse- , 
quentfaiperifaCiJR County Hjrefle and Scottish Champion HunlevWwBlowfagWfad i 
third - in the Champion Hurds Hurde Trial fa Haydock fa January- loot al ctanca fa | 
the hadfag crown proper whan toafag his footfag falta fifth light. The Bavarvyrar-old 
has yat to tadda lNa trip but wtt f*ne no probtem with tt and Kiaran Fekn - who was 
on Top Cees fa 1B99 - taku tta mouri. TUmpole got home by a length and thrae- 
Quartera from Tbp Ceo® fa the 31 mwr Ceaarevritoh fa October with hrori* Ftutter 
etftfh and Cloud tnepactar mles behind. Tumpole put up a palshed perfanranoe 
wider lOst fa Doncaster on his return, dafSacng FabBtan a neck bulTbp Cees, wtth a 
Bb advantage, to vrel g h te d to rwreree Cesarewteh tam. hrort Fkitta comes hare fa 
crackmg form and promising apprentice Nei Fotard, who vws aboard tor both win* 
agtai takas Oft 7tL BatacHon: DCTO STAR 

iqacl SHADWELL STUD CHESHIRE OAKS dBRfe Ww £ fl 
(Listed) (CLASS A) £40.000 3YQ fflBes V KM 
1m 3f 79yds 

1 8432 AKARttA ftfl (Bsouche Seal 1*9 B McMahon B B RCodnoeT 88 

2 22 ARCBIIA ^ {Kfagsdroni Reand M Chann S 9 RlfagtaeA 91 

3 60424 ATTRACTIVE OKJWN (17) (AD Brennan) KPiavtoigstt (81)8 9 SCatoeSIDI 

4 0403- DUE SOlim pa8) (Uaktarn « AhKomj E Dunlop fl B — KDvteyS 96 

5 3 «GHANDlDW(iB0)(KAbtUtf4att89 D Hotted 6 99 

6 3000- OXHiY{2M)[C)(NB ^netmlB9 KFtatonS SO 

7 320- HAMBUNGBOSEftSB (Sr BdynDBRolhsd*} M Stata 89 — MJKfcaoeZttT 

8 0 SHARP SARAH P2)(WJG(Bdby)BHfaB 9 HHM1 68 

-Briedtaad- 

BET7J4G: ft* Rambling 4-1 Attracdv* Cromx 32 Due Sofah, 7>1 Wgh And Low, 31 Atafa- 

ta, 14.1 Arcmta, 148-1 01te*y,20-1 Sham Sarah 
A97: IMe Rhu B 8 K Felon 34 tar (H Cectj drawn (1) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

HAMBLBtG ROSE, seven lengths deer of tta third when chasing home yesterday^ 
Chester Urea Uctor Gbftand fa ftro and a half lengths at Pon tefract in October, car 
tfaowltatHtytamotareTtailaughtarofCatlaauxGenanNAgotoffttainerfrfaNo)- 
tinghem tta ttne before deepita btatg easy to bach and she had been ptacad fa both 
precadng races. Iritfi kwader Atiracttaa Crown, a Lecpartistown soorer aa term, was 
beaten more than three lengths by 1000 Gufaaaa runnar-up ShaMoush fa tta Cunagh 
last month on tar return, telswfag wtth a tanJength fourth to Aislo fa a lusted heat on 
testing pound fa Ljroparttetown. HGgSi And Lm waa beaten more than two tengths 
by Scnmed fmpmsshw wfnnar of both atarta the term) at Doncaster test baefrend an 
tar sfagte start to dfae. She cones form a stable with en acalent record fa the track. 

S elec tio n: RAABLNO ROSE 

£ fE EVELYN DELVES BROUGHTON MAIDEN STAKES 
“ ,l ?l (CLASS D) £10,000 3YO flllles 71 

1 2 ALOHA DANCBi (21) (J R Rearing) B Ms 6 11 SHotandl 

2 0 ASrt^BAAEBCIDfl (Data Jan« Partnered A Baiey 6 fl JVO*eee5 

3 2 BUJEB8«YPAf«ES(.) (J Hta) J Bony Bit GOrtar3 

4 6- ENCHANT (Mi (ChMhyPaik Stud) UStooteBlI WRSaHmnU 

5 0 FORET CALL t«j (A E Q Wtaflg B 11 .1110*2 

B 340 LAWLBS BUDGET (Bp M WM) M Meade B 11 JAMB 

7 25 MUSICAL TWBT flB) (Bf) pE Sengs**) P Chacpto-Hyan Bn FMEddani6 


8 34530- REWAROApi^ 


JFEgan7 


9 322 YAN0MAU (USA) (13) fTG & M* M E Hdlsall) J Beny S 11 X Dailey 8 

-Bdectaad- j 

BErreiG: 7-4 MotiQBlIWst, 7-2 AtotaDaoca* 4-1 Enctafa, 5^1 Ytewraml, 7-1 Forest Cefl, 15- , 
2 Bknbeny Pertaa, 20-1 AMMgh 8akat25-1 ettare ! 

flB7:Beto»FUjyB 11 J Weaver 34 (A Betey) drawn (1) tl ran ! 

FORM GUIDE 

Robert Sangster; who fee had many wfaners at this masting over tta years -Casino I 
Capthre warn fa to him yesterday- endow land thswtfa MUSICAL TWiST. The tAtood- 
man By was probably uiauitad by tta mud whan only fifth (at seven) to Daunting Lady 
fa The Fred Daring States fa Newbrey on tar return but had shaped with plenty of ! 
promiaB on tar ain^B start lata term when e tength-end-a-htaf second to Shmooee fa 
tta same couree fa August Jack Barry runs Blueberry Partcea (Darryfl Holand) and 
Vteo man l (Wsvfa Dartey), mmenhup lest month reapectivety beHnd Sarah States at 
Pontefract and Easter Ogi at Beverley. S e l ec ti on: MUSICAL TWIST 

I AAR I CHESHIRE REGIMENT HANDICAP (CLASS Q £12,000 
1 **■**?! added 3YQ1m4fBByrfs 

1 12-111 BAMSIAN (41) P Sooty JL Eyre 97 K Felon 3 

2 4002 N0BLEDEMMD(USA} pO)(UBAfsonfctyl6sJtonsden96 JFbrinreB 

3 332-1 MDIMAAJ (Sty p) (Kuwfa taring SyretoityJOuntap 93 PMEddwy7 

4 3505 NASKFB (20) (Saesd Honan*) U Jdiaton9 1 . — J>Holnf4 

5 426 GLOHYOFGRD5VBIOR(1typF)PSwfl>ta)POttpclfrriyainBl JRekMI 

6 3626 SFEAK8»CfMMftty(KAb(tto4ROadton90 T Spate 9 

7 0224 BONBASfflC {ity (FHinra AM SBkian) BUBO UWsS 

B 32-2Q DUTCH LAD (Ity p) (S Dean) M fetpkfae B 6 DBiggelO 

9 oesy LORD VARFGRD (JO J) flteatdron) G Sfafrlg 8 0 SDnmrnB 

fl -06211 OMSl«lS{ity(D)6B^)UWErart3y7fl JCUroil 

11 0M M9! AH) MGHTY (22} ObMi Mottanmed) J Gnsdsn 7 11 RRronchZ 


ffinWG; 4-1 Nofale Deaiend,ft2 Btatean, B-1 hdhaal.7-1 Clndar HMft 8-1 BooriteMc, B-1 
Drtrii Lad, 131 Gtoy Of Gromno^ Htyb And NreMd, M-1 fatal* 1 

A97tetaRiflKfgpi32L{MtorfTf-8fo(JGQsdenIdwflff]7i3n i 

FORM GUIDE ! 

MQBLE DEMAND beneQed from the step up to a mte when strhatg form fa Ytarlt (nurs- 
ory) n September, vmting up with a neck second o! 2B to The Gtow-Vtom (Epsom | 
wmar last weak an rfaun) at Nawmerketlhetoloviang month. Lynda Ftemsderw nsi- 
ner tooted asifhahad^atgfauplria mto-and-a-quBrler erent 51 Newmaricej three 
teaks ago an he reappearance but the camera showed ottanmse with Nautical Star 
getting the vsrdd by a short-hesl He s nanuwty preferred ra Etawnten, who hotted 
n fy tor lengths tf Doncaster art fteepenfagday totteeft tote rasedsti its also 
a new dstance for Bawsian but he abo shapes as d hal be wd be sulad by It. Dutch 
Ud, a lengtti and * esrertw adnh of Nobfa Demand r The Ocw-Wofirts Newrrtarkfa 

raos, is 3»i battar and won at ttassattegh toe weeks ago but Baton thffl ha was baal- 
«n H lengths when runrteHp behfad totaaaj at Lacesto and an Mb advantage doesrft 
9pew enough to lam to rnrereetiw tom. Sfaaction: NOBLE DEMAND 
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Higgins the protege leads the youth movement 


Snooker 


By Guy Hodgson 


IT IS NOT unknown for a 
prominent person to saw the 
seeds of his or her downfall, it 
is almost a cJJcbtS. Alcohol, sex, 
drugs or power, the fatal in- 
struments are diverse. In 
Stephen Hendry’s case the 
weapon was tolerance. 

Perhaps Hendry suspected 
John Higgins would one day be- 
come his nemesis - there are vic- 
arious delights to be derived in 
a prot£g£'s progress after all - 
arid cultivated the youngster 
who used to pester him for 
practice games in Stirling. It is 
unlikely he expected to be over- 


hauled quite so quickly, how- 
ever. There will be little pleasure 
lurking within the six-times 
world champion this mo rning . 

Hendry had set his sights on 
being the world No 1 through- 
out the 1990s but has been dis- 
plaoed by lEggua, whose defeat 
of holder Ken Doherty in the fi- 
nal of the Embassy World 
Championship late on Monday 
edged him just ahead of his erst- 
while master. Now the appren- 
tice has taken over. 

“When I first turned pro I 
practised with Stephen a lot,” 
Higg i n s said, “and he used to give 
me some right hammerings day 
after day. Fm not like the rest, I 
know fire* hand just how good be 
can be. At the time you don’t 


think it 1 s doing you any good, but 
it helped me immensely.” 

H^gins, from WHiaw in Scot- 
land, is only the third player since 
Steve Davis began bis monopoly 
in the early 80s to be the world 
No 1, and there was a unmistak- 
able sense of change at the Gn- 
dbfe. Hendry, 29, now represents 
the old guard; the 22year-old 
champion the new. 

“The game's in a healthy 
state in terms of the number of 
new faces coming through," 
Doherty, 28, said after his 
18-12 defeat, “kids who. aren't 
afraid to perform on the big 
stage. It’s getting tougher, not 
easier: Fm becoming an old man 
in this game now, playing all 
these 19 and 20 year olds." 


Hi ggins , who has won four 
tournaments this season and is 
in the vanguard of this youth 
movement, had a standard in- 
troduction to the game. Televi- 
sion sparked an interest that was 
fanned when his parents bought 
him his first snooker table as 
child- At 14 he was learning at 
the feet of Alan McManus, 
now ranked eighth in the world, 
in Glasgow before moving to 
Stirling where Hendry regu- 
' laxly hammere d him into Shape. 

Higgins became part of Ian 
Doyle’s .Cuemasters manage- 
ment stable but left because he 
frit he was lacking attention, 
such was the focus on Hendry. 
At the time the parting was not 
particularly harmonious, but 


relations have been rebuilt to an 
extent that Doyle described his 
former charge as “one of the 
racestyoungmm 
to meet”. 

Nice, but tough too. You do 
not record 14 centuries in the 
world champkmshq>s- a record 
- unless you can setyour inind 
on a rigid course. It spoke vol- 
umes for his purpose, too, that 
he could race ahead in the final 
session after Doheny had erod- 
ed his early advantage to 13-11. 

The caudal frame was the2Sth 
when Doherty was in the colours 
but went in-off after potting the 
brown. “I didn’t mean to hit the 
brown that hard,” be said, “but 
I was trying to get the rest out of 
the way and 1 got into the white 


too much. If I had won that frame 
- and gnne mto the dressing room 
for the mid-session break at 
15-13 Pd still been in with a 
dance. At 16-12 1 had to win tire 
last session 6-0 or 6-L” 

Hi ggins finishe d it 
swiftly, reaping a £220,000 first 
prize pte'f^OOfor the highest 
break. “I am surprised to have . 
got here so quickly,” he said. “I 
thought I was capable of winning 
the world title but not sow." 

Once be realised he was 
ahead of his schedule emo- 
tions flooded over him and he 
completed his final century in 
some turm oil- Like his name- 
sake, Alex - who he is not re- 
lated to in terms of blood or 
temperament — he collected 


the trophy with team running 
down his cheeks. 

CSan be now dominate the 
start of the newmillennium like 
Hendry had done? “No," he 
replied. "The competitions too 
strong. Tm capable of taking 
more t ha n my feu: share of tour- 
naments but no-one could win 
everything like Stephen. Fm 22 
and I don’t think IT go back- 
wards, IT go forwards and peo- 
ple will have to improve with 
me. Fm sure the standard will 
be better in 10 years." 

Snooker has moved on so 

much in the last decade that that 

thought is frightening. It is a 

much quoted statistic but worth 

repeating: Alex Higgins man- 
aged just 45 centuries in com- 


Tide turns 


at last for 


Sussex 


Cricket 


By David Llewellyn 

at Hove 


Sussex 302-9 
Glamorgan 299 
Sussex win by three runs 


IF ANYONE at the County 
Ground has any nails left after 
this cliff-hanger it will be a sur- 
prise. Sussex finally broke their 
one-day duck, but only just. 
They appeared to have this 
Benson and Hedges Cup zonal 
match in the bag after reaching 
within three runs of their high- 
est total in this competition, be- 
fore whipping out half a dozen 
opposition batsmen. 

Defeat in all their previous 
one-day matches this season 
meant Sussex would not quali- 
fy for the knock-out stages, 
whatever the. outcome yester- 
day, making it the 11th time in 
12 seasons that they have failed 
to reach the quarter-finals of the 
Cup. So it was no great surprise 
to see them play the Good 
Samaritan and throw runs back 
at grateful Glamorgan when 
they should have delivered the 
coup de gr&ce. 

They only ended their gen- 
erosity in the final over when the 
Welsh county were within four 
runs of beating them. By then, 
the diminutive Tony Cottey had 
reached a personal best in the 
competition and was within right 
of what would have been his 
maiden one-day hundred. That 
was when the wheels came off. 
Steve WatJrin played a ball to 
mid-on, Cottey, 96 and eager to 
regain the strike, backed up a 


yard too far and the alert Jason 
Lewry ran him out. Next ball, 
Alex Edwards sent down a slow 
fuff-toss, Wbddn missed it but the 
ball did its work and Sussex were 
home with three balls to spare. 

It has taken Sussex 860 runs 
in their three Cup matches to 
date to reach this minor land- 
mark, but their continued fail- 
ure to dismiss, or even contain, 
opposition batsmen must be a 
worry to their coach, Peter 
Moores. At least he can now 
concentrate on this aspect after 
announcing his retirement from 
the game yesterday. 

Cottey, at 5ft 4in one of 
smallest players on the county 
circuit, was a veritable Colossus 
as he laid into the labouring Sus- 
sex attack. He scored at a run a 
ball, hitting four sixes and three 
fours as he matched the ac- 
knowledged one-day batting 
maestro Michael Bevan. The 
left-handed Australian was also 
stranded just short of his centuiy, 
his 95 equalling his Cup best Ms 
was a telling contribution, and 
on a pitch bursting with runs his 
10 overs for 40 runs was what 
gave him the edge when it came 
to the Gold Award. 

But the match was littered 
with a welter of significant in- 
dividual contributions. Sussex’s 
captain, Chris Adams, under- 
lined his magnificent batting 
form with 81, again at a run a 
ball; Glamorgan's pinch-hitter, 
Robert Croft, scored his third 
successive Cup fifty, as well as 
a savage 45 from Wiqar Younis, 
who had earlier taken a Cup best 
4 for 43. His effort was matched 
by Sussex’s veteran Mark Robin- 
son, who took 4 for 53. 







Mike Atherton, the former England captain, fielding for Lancashire yesterday in the slips, where took three catches 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


New low point for Minor Counties 


Minor Counties 51 
Lancashire 53-3 
Lancashire win by seven wkkets 


LANCASHIRE'S Glen Chap- 
pie cleaned up with remarkable 
figures of 5 for 7 off five overe 
as the Minor Counties slumped 
to an all-time Benson and 
Hedges Cup low at Lakenham 
yesterday. 

The 24-year-old former Eng- 
land A seamer, fully fit after a 
double hernia operation in the 
winter, pocketed five of the last 
six Minors' wickets as the part- 
timers collapsed to 52 all ouL 


It was their worst-ever per- 
formance in all their different 
guises in the competition, low- 
ering their previous worst to- 
tal of 63, made by Minor 
Counties (East) against Sussex 
at Eastbourne in 1978. 

Chappie, whose selection as 
the Gold Award winner was a 
formality, said: “I had a poor 
year in 1997, injuries or no in- 
juries. 

“I’m starting off from 
scratch this season and all I can 
do is try and play to my full po- 
tential. 

“Everything went for us with 


the bail On another day they 
could have played and missed 
rather than nick catches to the 
slips.” 

The Minors, who made Lan- 
cashire sweat for victory at 
Wtisaii last season, were in- 
serted for the third successive 
game, and were always up 
against it on a hard, green 
wicket offering pace and 
bounce. 

They folded from 24 for 1, 
with Michael Atherton and 
Andrew Flintoff sharing five 
slip catches between them, and 
Peter Martin also coaly clutch- 


ing a skier at long-leg to re- 
move the adventurous David 
Pennett 

Wasim Akram, Martin and 
Ian Austin also exploited con- 
ditions tailor-made for the 
seamera, and only the Norfolk 
opener Cari Rogers got into 
double figures for the Minors 
with 11. 

Left with only 53 to win, 
Lancashire eased to their sec- 
ond victory in three Benson and 
Hedges Cup games for the loss 
of three wickets. 

Flintoff went without scor- 
ing when he top-edged pulling 


at Paul Newman, and the for- 
mer Lancashire player Marcus 
Sharp, now of Cumberland, 
removed both John Crawley 
and Neil Fairbrolher. 

Sharp, who is the new pro- 
fessional at Blackpool this year, 
saw Crawley get off the mark by 
lifting him for a second-ball six, 
but got his revenge by having 
him snared at slip by Rogers for 
17. 

But Atherton, the former 
England captain, stuck in to fin- 
ish on 28 not out as Lancashire 
secured a seven-wicket victory 
in the 14th over. 


Somerset survive McLean onslaught as Bowler and Harden dig in 


NIXON McLEAN’S savage 
batting onslaught failed to save 
Hampshire from a five-wicket 
defeat to Somerset in the Ben- 
son and Hedges Cup tie at 
Taunton. 

The West Indian Test all- 
rounder took 26 off the final 
over of his side's innings, sent 
down by tbe England seamer 
Andy Cad dick, as the visitors 
posted 169 for 9 from their 50 


overs after winning the toss. 
That might have proved a chal- 
lenge on a slow pitch, but the 
home captain Peter Bowler, 
with 41, and Richard Harden 
(39) used their experience to 
guide Somerset home with 63 
overs to spare. 

Graham Rose collected the 
gold award for his miserly eight- 
over spell of 2 for 10, during 
which he dismissed the openers 


Giles White and Jason Laney 
with only 19 on the board. 

McLean was not even facing 
when Caddick began the last 
over of Hampshire's innings, 
with the visitors struggling an 
142 for 9. Kevan James took a 
single off the first ball and the 
next five deliveries went for 
four, six, four, six, six. 

All were front-foot shots 
and with the biggest hit McLean 


deposited the ball over long on 
into the nearby churchyard. 

Hampshire needed the late 
boost from McLean after see- 
ing their early batsmen perish 
to loose shots. Somerset bowled 
tightly and there were two wick- 
ets each for Rose, Mushtaq 
Ahmed, Marcus Trescothick 
and Adrian Pierson. They were 
backed up by some excellent, 
fielding, including a stunning 


extra-cover catch by the coach 
Derroot Reeve, who went full 
length to his right to dismiss Pe- 
ter Hartley for 20. James was at 
fault with the run-out of Adri- 
an Aymes for a duck, but re- 
deemed himself with 33 not out 
after Hampshire had slipped to 
95 for 8. 

With Somerset's poor eariy- 
seasoo batting form, 170 to 
win was no formality, especial- 


ly when they lost Mike Burns in 
the first over from McLean. 

However, Bowler dug in and 
Harden produced some ex- 
quisite cuts before being given 
out Ibw to James, despite 
stretching well forward. At 1 33 
for 5, the outcome was still in 
the balance, but Keith Parsons 
saw Somerset home with 32 not 
out after being caught off a no- 
ball in the closing stages. 


Somerset's victory means 
they now have five points from 
four group matches. 

• Australia are to persist with 
their policy of having two cap- 
tains in the run-up to next 
year’s World Cup. Mark Taylor 
will cany on as the Test skipper 
with the one-day captain, Steve 
Waugh, also told to continue af- 
ter a meeting with Australian 
Cricket Board officials. 


Cricket scoreboard 



pd 

& 


Higgins: New woHd No f 


Benson & Hedges Cup 

Ono-day meoctes 

Middlesex v Ireland 

LOROS: H d ifciM bt Ireland by six artefc- 


Imtand won toss 
IRELAND 

JAM Moths b Johnson 34 

K W McCatan c Nash b A G J Eraser .JS3 
tA D Patterson c Shall b Ftai»rakash .23 
N C Johnson cWteekea b AG J Fraser -.0 

E C Joyce run out — 6 

•A R Ourtop nOI out — ~S9 

D HoaoScy c A □ J Fraser b Johnson ...tl 


Fall: 1 -83. 2-86. 3-104, 4- 18a 

DM not bat 0 A Shah. tD C Nadi AGJ 

Fraser, J P Hewitt, ARC Fraser. 

Bowflng: Cooke XKM3-1; Ea^esan 90- 
36-1 ; McCiun 10-0-48-1 : Dwyer 10-2-23-1 ; 
Hswiey 9-1-3441 

Umpires: H D Bird and J W Uoyds 


R L Eaoteson c Langsr b Johnson 3 

G Cura not out .4 

Extras (ba. b& **9, nto2) Z\ 

-MM (tor 7, SO own) 196 

rat 1-74 2-88, 3-89, -*-97.5-128. 8-144, 7-W7 
DU not bee P IfeCrum. M Dwyen 
Bowflng: ARC Fraser 10-1 -22-0; Hewitt 7- 
1-37-0; Johnson 10-2-37-3: A G J Fraser 9- 
1-40-2; Wastes 9-1-35-0; Ramprataati 
50-e-t 
MIDDLESEX 

K R Brawn c & b Dwyer — _ — .46 

J L Langar b Cooto ~4 

RL Johnson bMcCrum 20 

•M R Ramprakesh nos out 55 

J C Pootey c McCateri b Eagtewn — .31 

p N Wriekas not out — -A 

BOH (BK, W*5 

-RXa! (tor *, 48 overs) 199 


Minor Counties v Lancashire 
LAKENHAM: Lancashire bt Moor Coun. 
dee by eerven wickets 
Lancaatfro won toss 
MNOH COUNTIES 

*S J Dnun c FtrOott b fctarjjn .... 9 

CJ Rogers c Atherton b Austin It 

A Jonas tow b Martin „i 

3 C Goldsmith c Atherton b Chappie —.8 

M A Pel c Atherton b Auatxi 2 

P G Newman tow b Chappie 3 

IP J Mchoban bn b Chappie — ...0 

□ B PBmett c Martin b Chappie j 

JMRaUngb Chappie 2 


LANCASHIRE 

M A Atherton not out 28 

A FSnfoff c kfchobon b Newman 0 

J P Crawley c Rogers b Sharp 17 

N H FB fc brotter c Dean b Sharp 6 

G D Ltoyd not out 0 

Extras (w3) 3 

Total (tor 3, im ovare) 53 

Fait 1-2, 2-22, 3-28 

Did not bat tMtem Akram, 1W K Hem, 
l D Austin. G Chappie, G Kites, P J Mar- 
ta. 

Bowling: Newman 0-2-18-1; Sharp 84-2- 
25-2: Rttardson 1-0-100. 

Umpires: 7 £ Jesfy and A A Jonas. 


Extras (tot art nb6).., ...... ..8 

Total (tors, 50 oven) -ira 

Fan: 1-0,2-ia 309 4-77, 500 6-88, 7-93 
6-85, 9-132. 

Bowling-- Rosa B- 2 -to- 2 ; Cade** 10-1-60- 
0; Mjsntaq 9-0-33-2; Rome 6-0-18-0; 
TrasectHOiS^aM; Hanson 8-1-19-2 
SOMERSET 


WG Khan st Shaw b Coster S3 

*C J Adams C Butcher b Wapar ...„., — 81 
M G Bevan not out 95 


J R Carpenter tow b Waqar 3 

K Newel c Shaw b Wager 6 

A D Edwards c Shaw b Thomas 8 

tS Humphries few b Watkin IB 

J D Lewry run out T3 

R JKtrDaycTburteb Butcher j2 

Extra* (9)14, wti] — 30 

Trial (for B, so omra) 302 

Fail: 1-21 Z-Wa 3-162, 4-172, 5-«2. 6013. 
7-9*08-290 0-302. 

DM not bat M A Rotataaon 
Bowflng: Vfeqar 100-4SW; Wbfldn 100-71- 
l: Thomas H-0-05-1; Butter 5-006-1; 
Craft 10041 0; Coster 7-032-t 
GLAMORGAN 

S P James e Humphries b Lewry 

ROB Croft c Adams b Robinson JOB 

tA D Shaw tow b Lewry -35 

A Dale b Robinson 

*P A Cottey run out BE 

AW Evans Bm b Robinson 10 

G P Butcher c Pates' b Robinson A 

S □ Thomas b Kb-ttoy 30 . 

Waqar teurda b Wrfley — 46 

SLWMfdnb Edwards 5 

DA Cotear not out 0 

Extras w5 ntofi) —tJ 

Tbtal {«L3 ones) 288 


M A Sharp c Pintail b waste 1 

A Rtohetraon not out i 


A Rttardaon not out i 

Baras (ba w 6} B 

Tbtal (26S overs) 52 

Fbte 1-tt. 2-24, 3^1 *34. SAO. 041 7-42. 
6-30,050. 

Bowflng: Wasim 45-1 .3-1; Martin 8-1-302; 
Austin 91-192; Chsppi# M-U 


Somesot v Hampshire 

TAUNTON: Somerset bt Hampshire by 

flvewtekets 

Hempshko won rose 

HAMPSHIRE 

GW White b Ross 0 

J S Lanay c ‘frasaxhtt b Rose 6 

*H A Snttrb Mushtaq - 20 

M Kaech b Ramon — .20 

A D Msa cww hBa c TtencurMck b Phmon « 
J P Stephenson o Bums b Tiuaoothtck JS 

S D UdaJ c Ptaraon b Tresoothtek 5 

K 0 Jamas not out — 33 

TAN Aymes run out 0 

PJ Hartley cRsavab Mushtaq 20 

NAM McLean not out — 26 



A 

M Burra c 5 b McLean 

0 

RJ Harden barb James 

39 

tR J Tumor bw b Stephenson . 

C 

M E Descothtt not out . 

3 

Tbtal (Mr 5, 433 curare) ...... 

170 


Fail 1-1 2-64. 3-101, 4-ffl, 5-133 

Did not bat D A feev* A R Caddteu A R 

K Ptaraon. Mushtaq Ahmed. 

Bowling: McLean 830-54-1; Hartley 8 - 2 - 
0LO; Jamea 101-41-1 ; Sfcphenson tW-18- 
Z, Udal 40-15-1; Mascararihaa 30-TI-a 
Umpires: D R Shepherd and J F Stable. 


Sussex v Glamorgan 

HOVE: Sussex bt Gtemorgao by three 

runs. 

Glamorgan won ides 
SUSSEX 

MTEMeeb Waqar « 


Fofl: 10, 2-73304 4-122, 6-3% 7- 

204, 8-285, 029a 

Bowling: KWay W-057-2; Lewry 100-51- 
2; Edwards 730-77-1; Robinson 101-53- 
4; Bevan 10-0400; Newel 20-«0 
Umplrea: B Dudaston and M J Hants. 

Benson & Hedges tables 

Group A P W L NR PI* 

Lancasters 3 110 4 

W ar wlcfc i — 3 2 10 4 

Notts ~...,3 2 10 4 

Lola 3 2 10 4 

Narthams 3 12 0 2 

Mnor Counties .-,..3 0 3 0 0 

QmipB P W L NR Pbi 


SECOND XI CHAMPIONSHIP (First day 
of tou): Edgbaston: Kant 423 far 6 (R W 
T Key 69; J H Baldock 73. M J Uong tta S 
kttf53no)v Warw ick shi re Chesterfield: 
tertehte 204 (M J Wbod 60) DerfaysHre 66 
torS 


AON THOPHV (One day): Cardiff: Glam- 
organ 266 tor B (I J Thomas 67): Somar- 
aat 2D5 far 4 (K Shine 7& J F D Kerr SI). 
Somerset won on tha faataracoifag rate. 
Shenfey: MCC 206 tar 7 (A J date 62no) 
Essex 206 tor 7 (N Beaon 56r»). MCC won 
by one cun. 


GroupB P W L NR PH 

TbttoMre 3 3 0 0 6 

Wbrea 3 2 10 4 

Durham „1 10 0 2 

DerbyaMra Z 0 3 0 0 

SeoOand. — 2 0 2 0 0 

Group C P W L NR Pta 

gurmy Z 3 0 0 8 

Somerset 2 118 

Kate 2 10 13 

Qtouea Z 12 0 2 

H atrq i ati lre 3 12 0 2 

BrMte Unha 0 3 0 0 

Group D p w L NR Pts 

Essex. ..........3 2 0 15 

Midd le sex 2 2 0 0 4 

Glamorgan Z 1113 


Today 

1 10 uniass stead 


BENSON & HEDGES CUP (One day): 
Cheste r- je-Bfreet; Durh am v Scotland. 
Brtwtotj Gkxtoastaraltra v British Ursver- 
^ 9f nll>T ^ Mf y i *■"» v Stfray. Lakatv 
C?**"** v W arwickshire 

lw«iham pton:t«tortharnptonshtevLaiceg- 

wramra 


arewm m championship rnrst dm 

Surrey. 


r A 12 0 2 

I - Z 0 3 0 0 




INDEPpJDENT 

RAQNG SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


Racing results 


petition in a long career, John ; 
Higgins, who has been profes- 


Sjonai rori«ss> uiauotAj^““»*-“ — . 

mana ged over 100. 
embassy world chmipiotohip 
S/S leM (Final): J Wogtae (Seo) ’XK. ^ - 
18-ii Frame sewes frlteltar 


0 71 -5& 41-7B; 66-T6 TIB (1® breaK)-*. 


Wigan 
to stop 


Smyth 
leaving *. 


Rugby League 


By Dame HadfieH 


WIGAN will today block Rob 
Smyth’s hopes of a Big money . 
move to play regular first-team 
motywith the London Broncos. - 

London had offered the winger, - - 
currently in the Alliance team 
at Central Park,, a three-year . 
contract at twice his present 
salary. 

But the Wigan coach, John 
Monie, assessing his squad in 
-the light of defeat-at Wemb-J&v--: 
ley, wants to keep the 21- “ 
year-old local product, who 
spent all of last season on the 
injured list. 

The Rugby League has told 
Wigan that Leeds are not de- 
riving an unfair advantage for 
the match between the two 
dubs next Friday by loaning 
their suspended prop, Barrie 
McDermott, to Bramley. 

The ex-Wigan forward . . 
would have been available for 
the match in any event, the only ' 
difference being that he can now 
bare a run out for Bramley 
against Workington. 

Sheffield Eagles, whose civic 
reception today has been post- ‘ 
poned because of: a double 
booking, will parade tbe Silk 
Cut Challenge Cup for their . 
supporters at tbe Super League , \ 
match against Wigan this Sat- fs!; 
urday. 

- The League has reacted to 
criticism from Super League ... . 
that it acted too hastily in agree- 
ing a two-year extension of Silk 
Cut’s sponsorship in the week 
before this year’s final. 

Super League's chairman, 

Chris Caisley, has said that he 
and bis member- clubs should 
hare been consulted. 

However, the League ar- 
gues that sponsorship deals 
have always been negotiated by 
its offices and that this deal was 
agreed in principle. while Mau- 
rice Lindsay, now the managing 
director of Super League, was 
still chief executive at the 
League. 

Tbe deal, which is worth , 
fl.Sm, takes the game through 
to the end of tobacco sponsor- 
ship of sport and also bridges 
the potentially awkward gap ■ 
when die Cup final must move " 
away from Wembley during re- 
building 


feeder 1 


PC; • 




Today's fixtures 


Football 
730 uniass stated 
UEFA CUP FINAL 

Lsrio v Interraariornta (7-45) ; 

(Bt Parc das Princes. Pals) 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

Urerpod vAreanM (7-45) 

POMTws LEAGUE DMMon Onra OUwi 

v West Bremwich (70). 

AVON I NSURANCE COMBINATION Rrat 
uwman: Ipswfc h v Crystal Pataca (70). 

“ Aintotle V Btackpool 
Rwore I8I»; CHharce v Borscaughi JM 
UHLSPORT UWTOJ COUNTS LEAGUE^ 
Premlfc. DttfMoo: Norl har rofan Spencer v 
cogenhoe. 

WIWSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE FfcxtDI- 
yfara Greenwich Borcxtt » Fevereham 
Ja " n rraoi: Svtetejr RjrnasB w Gtopptey Ufa 


Rugby League 

RUGBY LEAGUE Hr* DMteXc Swiften i 


S h -;r-7 '■ 

: - 

- 

? Mr . 


OowNxxy P30): WteefleUvMMte» O30K 
y riehtwe n v Laigh (73IX Second Dwiiionr 
Doncaster v 


(73C& Second I 
(73t?. 


Rugby Union - 

WUJS comota MBBtNIA CUP; RAF v 

RoyaJ Navy (70) KtiRNFS P&timaijtti). - 


\ mn... 

1 . 




IMENTARIESlRESUUS] 


CHSTER 
AUJ5SBMRC 
CHEPSTOV 
WFTHERBY I 


971 

981 

972 

982 

973 

983 

974 

984 


ALL COURSES MSUUS 

0891 261 970 

iaa U4- te 


CHESTER 
2.10: 1. OUSNSIAND STAR (G Corw) 
3-J few; 2. Gotten Sflc«SM; 3. Champagne 
RWer 101 7 fan. 1 2 'h. (J Berry. Cocter- 
ham) Tbto: 1220: CtStt CUC DuN Fmcot 
CW Confute SflagraRrecastEBIXI Non 
Rumer. Careqwck. 

ZAO: 1 . CASINO CAPTIVE (J RteD S-1 : 
2, Dancing Pfwflom 7-2 |t tav. 3. Hnadett 
y-a It to. 16 ran. Z Vh. (P CtowteHyam. 
Menton). ItaH: E700; S2ZX £140 £150 OF: 
£1090. CSF: E2U0 Trio: £040 

a.f fc i, GUUAND (M «8) 1^2 iar, 2. 
ItoGloirWmnM: aDttrtMtesp 
Site.tet-M.4 (6WtjaN9«n*t4l«r 
ctsa: rua mo or; ciso csf ; ca*. 

040:1. BREAK THE RULES (FNortt) 
5-i ; z Atofsny *-t: *• Minoad Boat tt-z 


10 ran. 10030 fw FM Knapper. I*/*. 1 (D 
Ncritea Ttete). fate E50O; Clfia E260 filSO 
Dual FcxBCaac C133Q CSF: £3320 TricxaC 
Eisaza Tro £2800 

4.10: 1. BODRARI PRBJE DWHaW 5-1; 
2. GKtOf Gekl 201; 3. PIbkB 02 fair 13 
ran. rk. ’k. (A Baft* Tfaportay). TWa: fiMft 
£150 E5B0 £USO OF; DtWO CSF; £0198 
Tnosc E2J316 Thee £12840. 

440: 1. CLASS* CLEO (J F Egen) 8-1; 

2, War 7bck «-i;3.Aflmterer «-t 13m 
3-1 lm Eastar Ogl rfe. Vi. (P Ererw. Wlatt- 

poaq. Tbttt £930. SZSO. £430 G530 DP: 
£9940 CSF; £11414 THcate Ctfl33M Trice 
£23390 ML Phantom ffng. 

Jhdkpac £a73KfO 

Placapot COT50 Qoadpot £2650 

Ptecn «: £5831 Pla» 5: E4S0S 


BRIGHTON 

£20:1. KIHQ FCJLEY (D McGeffti) 9* 
2. itolrenlc Star 01; 3. Mfah MMrton 5-1 
10 ran. 01 tar Men Spice (Btti). I’A. 1 V*. (W 
Umar. Sherixmi e t Tbla: £380 CtBft E27Q 
ClTU Dixd Farocasc £030 CSR E37B4 Tro: 
£1700 

2J0e 1. EUROUNK THE LAD (R Price) 
02; 2. Experto 7-2 tan 3. Erren* 101 IB 

ran. hd. "k. (D Burehnl Ebbw VWa). "ftia: 
£540; £200 £180, £300 OF: £840 CSF. 
£2170 Tno: cattTha £12X1 Next Runriant 
Kayoeo ShartMdtrtl 

3£& 1. JUNIKAV (N ftted) tt!-l : 2. Ptf- 
ing Pannanl33»i. i, Ifalariaria S-1 ten 4. 
Ovtan*201 17 ml v/«. i (ft rigrara. Roker- 
ton) Tbte: E2QB0: £390 CfllW. CtSft JE10 
DF: £33490 CSF: 0 770 0 "Moat £2*834 


Trio: £38230; E43B23 carried forward to 
Chester 110 today. Non Runner Faridm. 

ISO: 1. COHIBA (J Outt) 90; 2. Ran- 
dom Ktodnan 3-i flau; 3. Toulon 12-1 is 
ran. 2 Zh. (8 Cwisy, Nw rn ai teO Tote: 
£1830; DL20 £170 £200 OF: £5020 CSF: 
CO*. Tricast EES71 Wa C23SSQ Non Ru> 
ner Royal Legend 

4.20: 1. L’ESTABLE FLEUR1E (S 
Sanders) H -4 Contrary Mary 4- 1:3. 

Soottand Bay 7-z. fZran VU. (PMaWa 

OgboumeMnsay) Trite: £440; £120 £240 
£190 Dual Forecast: £TMO CSF: £1*52.^ Tto: 
£1050 

4J0: 1. KATHIES PET (3 Drowne) 12-1; 
2. Ready Fontaine «-i: a. I Cited ForVrio 
101 10 ran. n-t tw Graca i ■/» (R 
Hodges. Somarton). Tote: £1290: E22Q 


E2S0 E420 £520 OF: £13430 CSF: £20492. 
Trlcast Eiansa Wa 09830 Non Rurwer* 

Celestial Ba£ Trimera Way 

Plaoepoc £83840 Quadpori £16140 

Place 9: £32537. Ptaca 8: 00700 


SJKfc 1. RAMALLAH (J Culoty) 101 ■ 2. 
a»te m 10030 b*; 3. aSSwJo-i 

s^tsssaassR 


EXETER 

2.00: 1.TAMAR1HDO (te A Farrars) 20 
tar, 2. Emperor Buck 01; 3. Otter tUver 
M-l 13 nm. Bat I (M Pfoet Trita: £uo ; 
CllO £150 £850 DF: £510. CSF: £477. Tno: 
£8020 

2JU: 1. AFON ALWEN (G Tbrniay) 7-2; 
i. NotJve Ch»m to; 3. Country Houm 
tax 17 ran. 3'/=. H (P Hariba).Tate: £4S0- 
tt2Q 030 £330 DF: SS70 CSF: f moff ’ 
WoieaajaM^JtteJasn,*. 


ffiZ30; £460 £230 030 Duel Forecast: 
CS46Q Computer Straight FOrecate CtSOS 
Trie- nan 






nwxawS — — ramnersey 

wiS ? potblack (i w R 
wdga) 25 - 1 ; 2. Indian TbriMato-t -1 mm 

?*< “ " y - * 1 11 r ?; *} tar Cool As A Co- 
A 1%. pHabCe) Trite: £277jv tAsa 
E69Q T230 . DF: £3270 CSF: cffll 

«3568 canted 

am a (M^SeJIy Messer T^te- 


430:1. HARRY (Q Tbrrney) to-l; 2. Sun- . 
Hu Special 101; a. Game DflemnM 26-1 
13ren. H4farM Music. t1.2h:1P Hcbta). 

^ £860; £240 £330 0520 DF: CtlQOQ 
^ £9840 Tncast SZZBSr. THa not won; 

carried farmed » Cheator^O to- 
day. Non Fkxner Courageous iMghL. -Jim: 

WKfc i. POPSTS CLOGGSy Leech) 

•2-1; 2. Duet For Ono M-1; 3. Triple 1H> , 
wiri* «-i is ran. 7-4 lay Door VDoor. .*• 
373, 'h- [R CurtaV late 0090; £270, E4J0 - 
*380DF:CtKSQCSR £15576. TlfcKOOlflO . 
PtaoaPOC £234060 QwdpotC32Q3Q 

Place B: 078970 Ptaca 5: 034600. 


**1 : 
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Tigers act 
to defuse 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 


4 |jPAUL V.-VN-ZANDVLFET 
' Newcastle’s tight-head prop' 
appeared before Gateshead 
magistrates yesterday afternoon 
to face eight charges of selling 
counterfeit clothing. It was not 
the only problem on his mind; 
on Sunday, the 15-stone forward 
had been photographed in the 
throes of an unpleasant scran 
with Neil Back, the Leicester 
flanker - an incident that 
threatened to land English rug- 
by with a new biting scandaL 

Vhn-Zandvliet denied all al- 
legations of counterfeit trading 
and was bailed to re-appear in 
court on 16 June. Meanwhile, 
^Leicester moved swiftly to 
”defuse a potentially explosive 
disciplinary situation by publicly 
clearing their opponent and 
declaring the matter closed. 

The photographs appeared 
to show Van-Zandvliet biting 
Back on the head during a pro- 
longed dust-up between the ri- 
val packs in the closing stages of 
Newcastle's 27-10 victory over 
the Tigers. However, Back said 
yesterday: “I can’t remember be- 
ing bitten on the head at any 
stage. 1 was bitten on the thumb 
at some stage, but I have no 
complaint as I could have been 
*mght by aeddent in the act of 
pushing a player away." 

Peter Wheeler, the Leicester 
chief executive, added: “In these 
rucks and mauls, you get play- 
ers pressed very tightly togeth- 
er and, if someone gets pressed 
and somebody has their mouth 
open, it can be misconstrued." 
Wheeler confirmed that Leices- 
ter would take no further steps, 
apart from to hold an internal in- 
vestigation into the dismissal of 
Will Greenwood for butting. 

It now remains to be seen 
whether the Rugby Football 
Union’s disciplinary panel, un- 
der the chairmanship of Roy 
Manock, chooses to pursue . the 
matter. Ed Morrison, the match 
referee, will make no mention 
of Van-Zandvlieis role in the vi- 
olent conclusion - "T can’t com- 
ment on something I didn't 

k 


row 


see and I won’t make any men- 
tion of h in my report," said the 
Bristol official - but Manock’s 
team have taken the occasion- 
al firm stand in recent months. 
Ironically, their most celebrat- 
ed “examples" were Dean. Ryan 
and Nick PoppleweJl, two New- 
castle forwards. 

It now seems certain that 
Greenwood will miss England’s 
summer tour of the southern 
hemisphere; Morrison’s report 
is likely to paint a damning pic- 
ture of his injury-time butt on 
Rob Andrew and Internation- 
al Board guidelines suggest a 60- 
day ban for any misuse of the 
head. England are due to fly to 
Australia later this month and 
return in early in June. 

This Saturday’s Tetley’s Bit- 
ter Cup final between Saracens 
and Wasps at Twickenham is 
likely to throw two of the high- 
csi-profilc players in the game 
together in varying states of 
physical distress. Lawrence Dal- 
iagiio, the Whsps captain, is a 
definite starter despite a shoul- 
der injury that jeopardises his 
England tour place while Fran- 
cois Pienaar, the Saracens play- 
er-coacb, says be has a 70 per 
cent of risking his dodgy ham- 
string. “I'm desperate to play, i 
but it's a matter of what is best ! 
for the team," said Pienaar yes- 
terday. “I'm no more than 70 
per cent fit, but that is a good 
20 per cent better than this time 
last week. We’ll make a final de- 
rision tomorrow." 

Pienaar’s inspirational par- 
ticipation would be of incalcu- 
lable benefit to Saracens, and 
there were signs yesterday that 
he will start the match. So too 
might Kyran Bracken, thesexum- 
half, whose groin injury im- 
proved sufficiently to allow him 
a full training session yesterday. 

The only thing that will def- 
initely be missing from the 
weekend showpiece is the cel- 
ebration music habitually 
played by both London clubs 
when a try is scored. “The RFU 
don’t think it’s quite the thing," 
said Geoff Hudstep. the Vfesps 
chief executive. Most intelligent 
life on the planet might, for 
once, agree with them. 



Alex Ferguson, the Manchester United manager (right) welcomes Jaap Stain to Old Traflbrd 


Nesta can tame rampant Ronaldo 


Football 


By Paddy Agnew 

A FASCINATING duel be- 
tween Inferoazionale’s Brazil- 
ian striker Ronaldo and the 
Lazio defender Alessandro 
Nesta could provide one of the 
keys to tonight's all-I talian Uefa 
Cup final at the Parc des Princes 
in Paris. 

Nesta, 22, one of the stars of 
Lazio's successful season and 
now an automatic choice in 
Italy's World Cup side, will 
have the difficult task of con- 
taining an in-form Ronaldo in 
the first Uefa Cup final to be 
settled in a one-off match rather 
than over two legs. 

“Ronaldo’s the best there is, 
because he can do the most skil- 
ful of things even in fuh flight 


when many others would prob- 
ably mess it up," Nesta said yes- 
terday. 

Ronaldo, for his part, has al- 
ready struggled against Lazio in 
two SerieA games this season: 
a 1-1 draw in Milan in October 
and an emphatic 3-0 win for 
Lazio in Rome in February. 

“Forme, Nesta has been the 
best defender of the sr a.u... 
However, for him and for all of 
us, it will be different in Paris," 
Ronaldo said. 

The Rooaldo-Nesta clash is 
just one fascinating aspect of a 
contest that brings together 
two star-studded sides that cur- 
rently rank among the best in 
Europe. While Inter field play- 
ers of the calibre of the former 
Lazio midfielder Aron Win- 
ter, the French schemer Youri 
Djorkaeff. flic classy Argentine 


midfielders Javier Zanetti and 
Diego Simeone as well as the 
talented winger Francesco Mo- 
riero, Lazio can reply with two 
Italian international strikers in 
Roberto Mantini and Pierluigi 
Casiraghi, the Czech midfield- 
er Pavel Nedved and the Yu- 
goslav playmaker, Vladimir 
Jugovic. 

Lazio, fourth in Serie A. 
come into the game on a high 
after winning their first major 
trophy for 24 years by defeat- 
ing MRan in last week’s Italian 
Cup final- 

inter, meanwhile, approach 
the final looking to improve an 
impressive track record which 
has seen them win the 1964 and 
196S European Cups and the 
1991 and 1994 Uefa Cups in 34 
seasons in Europe. Lazio, by 
contrast, are playing in their first 


Becker’s defeat may prove Hamburg swansong 


Tennis 


BORIS BECKER, the former 
Wimbledon champion now in 
semi-retirement, lost to Magnus 
Gustafsson in the first round of 
the German Open in Ham- 
burg yesterday. 

Gustafsson is 31 and one 
year older than Becker, who is 
now* playing only selected tour- 
naments. The Swedish veteran 


won 7-5, 6-4, breaking Becker's 
serve once in each seL 

About 8,000 people packed 
the centre court on a cool and 
rainy day to see what may be 
Becker’s last appearance at the 
tournament, which is a crucial 
warm-up for French Open lat- 
er this month. 

“There are moments when 
I lose my concentration and 
make the wrong shot," Becker 
said when asked if he had lost 


Sporting Digest 


Silk Cut in a 
? sudden surge 

Sailing 

FROM last to first, positions on 
the eighth leg of the Whit- 
bread Race were turned upside 
down yesterday as two British 
skippers. Paul Standbridgeand 
Lawrie Smith, moved from 
eighth and ninth to share the 
lead, writes Stuart Alexander 
fmm Annapolis, Maryland. 

First, the boats taking a 
northerly track on the western 
Allanlic side of the 3,400 mde 
run from here to La Rochelle 
were favoured, as Paul Cayard 
leg an EF Language. Then i t 
loSied as if both Knut Frostad 
and Grant Dalton, who had 
staved further south to pick up 
mrire qiticldy the free nde of the 
Gulf Stream, would come 
ftarging through. 

Languishing at the 
were Standbridgfr whoseToshi 
ba added a five-hour tangle witti 
a fish trap on the way out of 
Chesapeake Bay to runnmg 

aground on the way ‘ , 

ShiuwhciseSilkCuthadabo 

diosea the middle 

two then picked up their ^ 

and set the fastest av-e«^ 
speeds to go ahead of ** . 

to behind EFL. «** 

Wam ' OW “Arisitol Guii- 
partnership pm Ch rn,l ! n ^ . . 
and EF Education mlo 

ttmrtb. And D aI[nn s _ d ; , 
Clip, just ahead 
, Kvaeroer, could onh * 
they dropped hack to w 
. the rearguard pusiti onS 


Baseball 

MAJOR LEAGUE; CHcaeoWhte8« 6 Ana- 
heim 5; Oakland 7 Ttronto «: Gndrwaa 4 
Montreal T; CotoraioV PnasdeJpto^V- 
tarta4Le»Ang8tos2;SanFranc4cp8Rcn- 
da 0; San Oisgo 13 Mforaiose 5; Arizona 4 
NY Mats 2 {tl finings). 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
East MvMon 

W L Pet GB 

NY Yantees- — 20 6 768 

Boston — 20 9 £90 vh 

Baltimore.-.. * M -533 8 

Tampa Say B 17 AW 9'h 

Toronto -12 IB 400 W 

Central Dtvtsion 

Cleveland & * ■ 5S ® 

Chicago White Sax . ..12 17 AW 5 

Kansas City 12 « 400 s * 

Unmsota « « 400 5V. 

Detroit... 7 a « 9 

West Division 

Tana — 10 855 

Anatom 17 t* 567 » 

gflut m. _W IB 467 S’*. 

Oakland * * 5 ’ 4 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
East Division 

ABHrta - -21 10 07 ‘ 

NY Wets * « 

Fhiadeiptta is * 44B 7 

Florida « 20 -355 ® 

Montreal * 19 3*5 V 

Central Division 

Houston * " *3? - 

lAraioe 17 12 585 I'l 

ST Lous -17 "O 5 87 2 

StaGOCU* W 533 3 

SSSti- 7 

pftBhugh 12 * A00 7 

West Division 

Cm Di-go .... -21 9 -7W ■ 

^ « 

SmiTMcd--- « j* 

jSSm- -8 23 2580,4 

Basketball 

HaAWESlERWqpWMgP^g^ 


his sharpness by playing fewer 
tournaments. 

Earlier, Tommy Haas, one of 
the new crop of German play- 
ers. upset the Monte Carlo 
champion, Carlos Moya. The 
20-year-old German beat the 
IOth-seeded Spaniard 6-2, 7-5. 

The German Open is one of 
the so-called Super Nine events 
that the ATP has proposed re- 
ducing to seven starting in 2000, 
in an attempt to revive interest 


Boxing 
Manchester* Michael Brotfie has 
been confirmed as the mandatory 
chalenger to Sergei Owratov, foe new 
European supef^jantarnwetaht title 
holder. The Ukrainian won tee beU 
when he slopped Spencer Ofiver tv the 
10th rouid of Ns chalenga at tee floy- 


in the game. But Mark Miles, 
the chief executive of the ATP 
Tour, said perhaps ail nine will 
remain on theschedule. “Play- 
er commitment still has to foil 
into place, but clearly there is 
movement," Miles said. 

The ATP wants all the top- 
ranked players to be committed 
to play at its top-tier events and 
Miles said more and and more 
players seem to be accepting the 
idea of playing all nine. 




(DertM, EZWr 
xnO, LampanJ 
_ Hvnarto CArton Vlfei Mnptiy 
(Untepooft Oaidqr (Soothampeani Cte- 


Bowls 
WATSSUOO 




BUncflay 

iB£& 

S2Sd‘SS5zf-i7: J Mcftoaon iR 




Orminghanh Robert McCrackBn has 
suffered a rto ir^ry whte sparring at 
his Las Mwas training camp and the 
middleweight is now Si ctoTQarofhav- 
tog to pii out of his rwet fight against 
Bo James in Corpus Christia, Texas, 
on © May 

Dean fWiteS hopes ctfchaDenotog tor 
the World Bccdno Ow MriMfc n world 
super-feateerweigrti title in Paris later 
this monte now look sfim. Coventry- 
based FWtie had been hoptog to meat 
juien Lorcy in the French capital on 
16 May after the tide hooer, tee 
Watehman Barry Jones, feied a bran 
seal But ttjeefions have been idsed 
id Pitfie meeting bxey as he is oriy 
ranked No 4 by tee WbOi 

Equestrianism 
ProCessorlsoJBffccat;DeanofCan> 
bndgetfeternwySchoot has been ap- 
pealed as chalnnan of the vetertoary 
committee of tee International Eques- 
trian Federation He replaces Peter 
Cronau and becomes tee first British 
vet to hold this office for a tour-yser 
term. Plansto hoWthe -B99 Euopean 
Show Jumpftig Championshis attee 
Yrxkshlre Agncufiual Soc^yti Har- 
rogateshowgroitedhavebeenttoen- 
donad. The society has vtiho-awn tee 
offer for use of the venue, becasetee 
(xgantaecs had been unable to $jve a 
firm commitment than tee champi- 
onships woiid go ahead 

Football 

Leicester* Ernie Hestey locks set to 
lead England* assault on the loulon 
Under-?! tournament to Fiance which 
starts met week. The Filbert Street 
safaris one of sewn pfeyas wlfo ur»- 
d ertl arpGriancenfoBprafeforaia*- 
mansqLHd named by tee coacrtft» 
T^yestertf^'E^wtowirecUs 
the paty to 18 by the time tee squad 
Sesoutto tee Swara, has nc* named 
Liverpool Wchad Owen or West 
Harrts f&FercfaandwhDarachaJ- 

tenging for places in tee sariors^ad 
BYGLAND UNDER-21 PROVISIONAL 
SQUAD (foufoft Ufldw-27 apnatnent. 
Franc*; Artfop T* Ms#: OlpicneBn (tait- 


@aurahafonl bmM Q/mtkxtrb Aten (bt- 
tartwni Bvnt (Crystal Pataca). 
Oinfermfine Athletic were yesterday 
awarded £L5m from tee Scottish 
Spots CouncS and tee Football Trust 
to heto teem redevelop East End Ptek 
in time for not seasons Scctftfah Pre- 
mtarLsegu&'The capacity oftwo new 
stands w« be 3P04, incfcrfno P™*- 
sion for dteabied spectators, brto^ng 
the ovarafi capacity to anafi-seated 
12^00 when competed 
Tom OMakw has been veted tee new 
chairman at Hberrian foflowing Lex 
Gckfc resignation after the dub were 
relegated at the weekend. Gold 
stepped down wfthfn an how of H- 
bamanti 2-1 loss to Dundee United 
at Easter Road whkte means they wfl 
finish bottom of the ftarrier Dtvfefori 
Celtic have fried up a pra-season 
frtendty to honcxx of Boiton-bom de- 
fender Jrnmy Phfflps at the Reebck 
stedum. The 32-yrar-otd had two 
a>e8s at Bolton and also played at 
Rangers, Oxford and Mddtesbrough. 
7he game fes« for Tuesday 4 August 

FRANCE PREUMTNARY WORLD CUP 
SQUAD: GoaftMpMK Bantwz (Monaco). 
CtiflrbamtarrAuxsrrat Larm 
LNU (Mam. Mantas B 
Cmdeta (Ftornsg. DBisHly 

Labeaut (Ctotaw 1 

Thnm 




If the scbedule is reduced to 
seven top-tier events, one of the 
big European tournaments 
would lo6e that status, either 
Monte Carlo, the Italian Open 
or the German Open. 

Tun Henman, seeking extra 
day-court practice in Hamburg 
this week, is a surprise entty in 
the men’s doubles with the 
Chilean left-hander Marcelo 
Rios, who was world No l for 
two weeks earlier this year. 


/warns ai MLVTBymn yesteruay. i ne 
New ZBatand-bom flanker was a key 
member of tea watsontans side which 
cinched the first Scrttish league tWe 
in 25 years of trying last Satuxlay at 
the home of the former champions 
Metasa 

Squash 

Gloucastera former national champ- 
ion Fiona Geaves claimed her first 
Wbrid Tour victory to four yeare^ 

SOh'tee final of the Swto^aitara 
Open in tee United States yesterday. 
SANTA BARBARA OPEN (Csttfomta): 
SwnMbwlK K Major (Aus) bt T Shsmco 
(Enrt M 9-4 7-9 ST 9-T, F Geewa (End) 
bt S Brind (Eng) Hnd: 

Geaueabt Major B-5M Ml 

Table tennis 

The Ehgfand champtan Matthew Syed 
and Usa Lomas, the Ndiond womens 
tftfe holder; have retained their posi- 
tions at the top of the new England 
ranking fsts Issued yesterday. 

Tennis 

(freg Rusedski aid Tm Henman have 
both entered this ysarfe Stefe Artois 
grasa«3urt chanpcr^te at QueertS 
C3 l4j starttog onS JUna But neither the 
Wimbledon champion. Pate Satinas, 
nor the bvtorm Andre Agassi are 
among tee drect entries anrxxncsd 
yestsrday.'Fhee is stfl an knpressive 
entry witn four of the wartdh top 10 fat 


Gullit move 
to Fulham 
ruled out 


Photograph: Reuters 


European final Their previous 
best performance saw them 
eliminated at the quarter final 
stage of the 1994-95 Uefa Cup 
by Boiussia Dortmund. 

Both sides are at dose to full 
strength. Lazio are without only 
the injured Croatian striker 
Alen Boksc, while Inter are still 
doubtful about the 34-year-old 
sweeper Giuseppe BergomL 
He hopes to extend his record 
of European appearances to 108 
but has been nursing a thigh in- 
jury for two weeks. 

Salvatore Fresi is likely to 
step into the Uhero role normally 
occupied by the Inter captain 
while Casiraghi comes into the 
Lazio attack in place of Boksic. 

viMBcatom'^l^rt^^^tontado 
Lido {pretobta): Marctogtanf; Grandori, 
Nesta. Neon PaoB; Fuwt Vwmrtv Jugov- 
te Nocto* HanoU, CMtogK 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

431 

The number of aces 
served in 30 matches this 
year by Britain's No 1 ten- 
nis player, Greg Rusedski 
He leads the 1998 ATP Tour 
statistics, 138 aces ahead 
of Croatia's Goran Ivani- 
sevic, his Wow lefthander 
who has served 293 aces 
but played only 21 match- 
es. Swedenk Thomas En- 
qvist is third with 285 aces 
from 32 matches. 


By M ark Bradley 

RUUD GULLIT’S agent yes- 
terday ruled out any chance of 
the i >ft r ftwton returning to Eng- 
lish football with Fulham next 
season, following a report that 
the London’s dub chairman, 
Mobamed Al Fayed, was lining 
up die former Chelsea manag- 
er to replace Kevin Keegan. 

The report suggested that 
the billionaire Hatreds owner 
would offer Gullit a lucrative 
deal to replace Keegan and Ray 
Wilkins if the Second Division 
dub fail to win promotior *n the 
play-offs this month. 

However, Guflifs agent, Phfl 
Smith, said: “With all respect to 
Fulham, the only possible con- 
nection between them and 
Ruud is that he loves London. 

“I imagine Kerin Keegan 
would have something to say on 
the matter. Ruud is looking veiy 
carefully at his options but has 
already virtually stated be will 
not come back to English foot- 
ball next season. 

“It will take a top Conti- 
nental club to persuade him to 
continue his managerial career 
and cany on where he left off 
at Chelsea." 

Gullit said last month: “1 
want to do something I really 
enjoy but I’m not in a hurry to 
make a decision. 

“There were suggestions I 
could have returned to the Pre- 
miership if I had wanted to, but 
that would have been seen as re- 
venge against Chelsea and I 
didn’t want that.” 

Gullit was sacked by Chelsea 
in February to be replaced by 
Gianluca Vi alii, and has since 
been continuing his commercial 


interest n-iijade the game, in- 
cluding the recent launch of his 
autobiography. He is also tak- 
ing a Dutch Football Federation- 
coaching course. 

The Barnsley chairman, 
John Dennis, is confident that 
his manager Danny Wilson will 
steer the dub back to the Pre- 
miership next season. 

Wilson pledged his loyalty to 
the Tykes and vowed to honour 
the remaining two years on his 
contract following Saturday's 
1-0 defeat at Leicester which 
sent Barnsley back to the First 
Division after just one season in 
the top flight 

Dennis, who admits Wilson 
has conducted himse lf with dig- 
nity in the face of constant ad- 
versity over the last nine 
months, believes be will con- 
tinue to do so throughout the 
dose season. “I have an undy- 
iDg belief in Danny Wilson, 
just as I have in my football 
dub,” he said. “I genuinely felt 
we would be good enough to 
survive in the Premiership this 
season, but that bas obviously 
not been the case. 

“Equally, 1 am confident 
that with the manager we have 
and the squad of players we are 
going to try to keep together, we 
will roll our sleeves up and get 
stuck in again next season. 

“Danny has handled himself 
very well all season, which is 
nothing more than one would 
expect from him. I will contin- 
ue to expect him to conduct 
himself well when there is like- 
ly to be a lot of speculation sur- 
iDundinghim and his future this 
summer." Dennis refused to re- 
veal whether any funds will be 
made available for new players. 


Evans in line for 
call from Walsall 


By Alan Nixon 

ALLAN EVANS is being lined 
up as Walsall's new manager fol- 
lowing the dismissal of Jan 
Sorensen. 

Evans, the former assistant 
manager at Aston Villa, bas 
been out of work since leaving 
Vflla when John Gregory re- 
placed Brian Little as manag- 
er. He is expected to move into 
the Walsall job some time in the 
next few days. 

Sorensen left the Second 
Division stragglers with a thin- 
ly-veiled attack on the dub’s di- 
rectors. The former Danish 
international and ex-Ajax play- 
er, who had a year left on his 
contract, was bitter at his treat- 
ment after taking Walsall to the 
fourth rounds of the FA Cup 
and the Coca-Cola Cup and 
Southern Area final of the 
Auto Windscreens Shield, mak- 
ings an estimated £750,000 for 
the dub. However, Wdsall only 
narrowly avoided relegation. 

Birmingham are preparing 
to offer their manager, Tfevor 
Rands, a new contract after his 
side missed out cm a place in the 
First Division play-offs. City's 


chairman, David Gold, wifi of- 
fer Francis a new two-year deal 
that would keep him at St An- 
drew’s until the year 2000. 

Wolves have given free 
transfers to the former England 
winger Tony Daley and Dariusz 
Kubidti. a former Polish in- 
ternational. 

The Football League at- 
tracted its biggest crowds for 
over half a century in the sea- 
son just finished. A total of 
13,551^561 watched Nationwide 
League matches this season, 
which was the largest number 
for the bottom three divisions 
since 1971-72. 

The rise from last year was 
132 per cent, with crowds in the 
First Division, in which the av- 
erage gate was 15,078, rising by 
20.1 per cent. The Second Di- 
vision total was up 8.9 per cent, 
with only the Third Division 
showing a decline, of 5.2 per 
cent. 

The Football League's 
spokesman, Chris Hull, said: 
“The figures across the board 
are phenomenal and illustrate 
the enduring attraction of the 
world’s oldest league football 
competition." 


(Auacmi-, v 

bail (Rota Madrid), 




BBffigflgBgjg 

SSur^n^taBtteBB^ a Ei r oataiL 


(Juvertus). 
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{Monaco}. 

Ice hockey 

NHL WESTERN CONFERSJCE PLAY- 
OFFS Quwtar-tinta ( bwa nT ■ w an mm- 
rta»)s St ao mo n 4 Colorado 0 ( E dmonton 

«*»sa 

Rallying 

COR&GA RALLY laKftiQ potations alter 
la staoBC 1 C McRae tGES Sttiou ktnra 
a r ASim 215S8C 2 CSalnz (Sp/lcjcta 
Cerate +473 sac; 3 p Uatt (tiSiiwu lm- 
pwm+3lB;4F Dta « rar (FriPeufleot306 
7 :178t S D Auiot (Fri lijfote Goran J 009: 
S Bitty (Be0 Fttti acort 1:389; TO fafezi 
(R)Peugtc(306lMti;8PBugBted(Fi)Qt- 
radn &*s& a J KMdaiNR t«il ftui 6*. 
cart 3S44; ID F Doafcn (Ffl Cttvota 
«0Z& 

Rugby Union 

Cameron Mateer was voted pteyeref 
tea y ear in tee ‘femants/SCotsman 


Andrew Rfehaitison was beaten B-1 
6-3 by Radorrtfr Vasek of tea Czsch 
Fteptcfc in the fra itwid of the ATP 
Chalenger tounament in LjLfojBna, 
Slovenia, yesterday. Richardson 
reached a careerhlgn world ranking 
of 133 test November but,lnthetet- 
est ATP ranitings announced yBster- 
the 3V-yeraK*l had dropped to 

GERMAN OPEN fHarabtra) First round: 


GERMAN OPEN (Hambtra) First round: 
T Haas (Gar) bt C MmOUM Me B 
UBraeh (CZ Hep} bt 9 karbashar (Gee) 8 - 
9 3-6 M GustaisOT (Swot bt BBacfc- 
0r(Gta)7-S84;NLapenttl&u}tJBSWW 
(Po) 6-4 6-4; O ©oss (GerJ wN Kltaer {Sat} 
3-6S-Z6-;.SDoeeCal (CzRBp)KDHrtMty 
(5406-06-2. 

ITALIAN O PEN (Botto) Flat rountt Site- 
tod (ft) bt L Gotarsa [M 2* 64 e* D ton 
too* Ml bt KHabaStaa (BMUB4 6* 
M Sancte LorwnD « M 
Med) 6-4 6-1; F b (Cnj bt O Baraban- 
Sdtaraa (BliJ 7-6 6* S Rthoaski (RJ W 
SAaatamans feta) 6*1 3-6 6-3; N Sawmatsu 
(Jpnjbt L CourtDB ©d) 1-6 6-2*4; L Ray. 
am) (US) bt A-G aidet (R) 2-6 6-3 7-5; A 
Mta(US)btRGranda(«636U;Sftrt- 
na mis F Uteani (»} SO 6-1 ; A Fusai (Fr) 
tit A Sjoyamff (Japei) 7-6 60; J Kandarr 
(Ger) bf Labat (Arg) 4-6 64 7-6, 
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England selectors choose experience over inspiration, as mastering pressure situations becomes the priority 



Crunch time for captain Stewart 


included 
in France 


By Derek Pringle 

Cricket Cbrreqxjndent 


ms A rare thing for fun-time 
captaincy to elude someone 
for 75 Tests, for it suggests that 
important qualities are lacking. 
For Alec Stewart, named yes- 
terday as Michael Atherton’s 
successor as England captain, 
the eventual promotion has 
come more by default than 
from the possession of out- 
standing leadership qualities, 
though few would perhaps 
begrudge such an unstinting and 
loyal foot soldier the chance to 
swap his khaki for the braid of 
higher office. 

Stewart, now 35 and looking 
smarter than a Burton’s dummy 
at Lord’s yesterday, is the first 
Surrey player to lead England 
since 1961, when Peter May was 
captain against Australia. 
Although he has captained 
En gland twice before - in 1993 
after Graham Gooch fell Ql - 
Stewart will be in charge for the 
five-match Test series against 
South Africa next month as well 
as the one-off Test against Sri 
Lanka in August 

If one such elevation is 
usually enough for a county to 
celebrate, the appointment yes- 
terday of Adam Hollioake as 
one-day captain will have made 
it doubly joyful, and the Prince 
of Wales' feathers will probably 
seen flying from every flagpole 
in SE11 for the next week. 

Mind you, that Hollioake has 
only been appointed for the 
Tfexaco matches this month and 
not the triangular tournament 
in August does suggest that 
the selectors are perhaps getting 
cold feet over the dual 
captaincy. If they are, Stewart's 
role, as one of a handful of play- 
ers worthy of both Test and one- 
day places, could expand even 
further. Indeed, it would not be 
too far fetched to see him 
installed as England captain 
for next year’s World Cup. 

Speaking after David 
Graveney, the chairman of se- 
lectors, bad made the formal an- 
nouncement yesterday Stewart 
immediately scotched sugges- 
tions that he was about to put 
the lid on English cricket’s Pan- 
dora’s box once and for all 

“Obviously I'm not going to 
wave a magic wand and sud- 
denly make everything hunky 
dory,” Stewart said. ‘'What we 
will be doing is our best to be 
competitive and to be consis- 
tent. If we do that, then we’ve 
a chance of being a good side.” 

Unlike Atherton, who in 
the end chose not to vote. Stew- 




Football 


Bjr Mark Burton 


'NICOLAS ANELKA, wfao^j 


maria his international debut 


Alec Stewart, England’s new captain, faces the press alongside David Graveney (centre) and Adam Hollioake at Lord’s yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


art has decided to be a part of 
the selection process, and s very 
certain of the kind of player he 
wants. “They must have the nail 
to win. Be desperate for success, 
and be proud of paying for their 
country. In fact our biggest 
challenge is to learn how to 
come out on top in the crunch 
situations,'" he said. 

With the final choice being 
between just two candidates - 
Stewart and Nasser Hussain - 
the decision by Graveney and 
his selectors, Graham Gooch 
and Mike Gatling, was, in the 
end at least, a unanimous one. 
“The deciding factor in Alec's 
favour,” Graveney said after- 


wards, “was his experience and 
respect within the team.*' 
i -The.history ofTest cricket is 
not exactly littered with captains 
who have kept wicket; a .role 
Stewart will almost certainly 
have to perform this summer if 
England are to play a five-man 
bowling attack. Fbr England, yet 
to win a five-match Test series 
since 1986/87, a major worry 
must be that too much respon- 
sibility is being heaped upon 
their most important player. 

Having to perform three 
vital jobs at once invites com- 
promise and Stewart, despite an 
oft-stated preference for open- 
ing --something his Test batting 


average also bears out, being 47 
without the gloves and 32 with 
- will bat at cither three car four, 
providing he keeps wicket 
But even if Stewart is hap- 
py in himself about the move 
down the order, any further 
drop in Atherton's currently 
modest form could leave Eng- 
landwith an ineapetjaKedpair 
of opening batsmWi^ 
.English cricloSflaiay have 
Stopped shooting itself in the 
foot quite as often as it used to, 
but faring the new ball part- 
nership of Allan Donald and 
Shaun PoQock without Stewart 
or an in-from Atherton to com- 
bat them would be handing the 


opposition a huge advantage. 

Stewart, a big fan of Ather- 
ton’s, counters this by'saymg he 
would be surprised, despite 
one newspaper’s .‘ridiculous 

claims that tlv» T an cashin e man 
would no longer be welcome in 
the England dressing-room, if 
his old partner was not open- 
ing theinnings in the first Test 
at Edjajbastpn. • 

K 33 Seems an odd time to 
be f ulfilling one’s boyhood 
dreams Stewart, as he has al- 
ready done with his batting, 
takes inspiration from the 
example of Gooch: “I always 
look at Graham Gooch, who 
took on the job for the first time 


at about the same age and kept 
playing Test cricket past the age 
of 40: Like him, as fongus Tm 
good enough, Td like to ^pliiy for 
England as long as possible.’*' ’ 

Ironically, it was probably 
due to this similarity in outlook 
and style as Gooch’s vice-cap- 
tain that persuaded the selec- 
tors, to overlook him in favour 
of Atherton following Gooch's 
resignation as captain in 1993. 

Perhaps therein lies a possi- 
ble proHem. Gooch, Gatting and 
Stewart are so like-minded that 
a more questioning mind, such 
as Hussain’s, might have forced 
the selectors to search more 
deeply for solutions than they 


may otherwise do. As it is, Stew- 
art expects to be able call on both 
Atherton' and Hussain for advice. 

With Australia to follow this 
winter, StewartcoilW obt have 
wished for a more difficult: 12 
months in which to rectify his 
record of two losses from two 
Tbsts in charge. Pointing out that 
it will not be easy is an under- 
statement. In Stewart, England 
have one of the great survivors 
and players of the last decade. 
They aik) have a man intent on 
teaching England how to win. 
Let us hope the learning curve 
is a steep one. 

Reports, Scoreboard, 
page 28 


the surprise inclusion when 
France’s, preliminary 28-man 
| .squad fortbe World Cupfinals 
was announced yesterday. . . 

Andka, joined in the squad 
by his Aisenal team-mates Emr 
manud Petit and Pattkk Vieira, 
may not make it to nd&month’s ' 
finals because France’s coach, - 
Aim6 Jacquet, will reduce the . . 
squad to 22by2 June. 

. : TlteQiejsadefE^erRaaick 
Leboeuf was also chosen* along - 
with Wfest Ham’s goalkeeper, 
Bernard Liana, but therewas no 
place in thesguad for either the 
Upton Park dub’s new signing, s* 
the midfielder Marc Keller, of 
Tbtteaham 's Dayid Gmala. • ' . 

Ian Wright will havetheop- 

portunify to increase his chances 

rrf ptdirn g>n«away mfri Fngfarmf g 

^feridC^>squad when he plays 
for Aisenalm their Premiership 
mah* at Liveipool tomtit 
The club’s record gpalscor- 
er came on as a substitute dur- 
ing Sunday’s 4-0 victory over 
Everton that brought Arsenal 
die title, but he has not started 
a first-team game since mid- 
January. 1 

France's selection of the Ar- 
senal trio — Aneikn in particu^V • 
far - reflects their .successful 
season, but success brings in- 
creased pressures to a dub and 
its staff as well as reward. Mi- 
lan have made an approach for 
tiie Highbury club's Premier- 
ship-winning coach. Arsine 
Wenger. However, Arsenal have 
responded by Openiigj talks with 
the Frenchman on a five-year 
contract that is believed to be 
worth £5m. It wonkf follow on 
from his current deal, which runs 
until the end of next season. - 
The new Scottish Premiership 
finally became a realifywhenlhe 
Scottish Football Association 
approved the historic change. 

The first new professional league 
in Scotland for 108 years will start 
next season with 10 dubs. 

The SFA Council and mem- 
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bers yesterday ratified their ex- ^Ex- 


ecutive committee's approval of- 
the breakaway teams’ proposals 
to bring to anemia saga that be- 
gan late last year when the Pre- 
mier Divison clubs announced 
their desire to resign from the 
Scottish League and join new set- 
up, enabling them to control tele- 
vision and sponsorship rights. 
More football, page 29 
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ACROSS 20 

I Beef dearth to be resolved, 

and provide with advan- 
tages (7-3) 21 

6 He accompanied Robin 

Hood a lot (4) 23 

10 Post at university advanta- 
geous? (7) 25 

II Gangster fitting cowl to 

chimney (7) 26 

12 Staff in declines keep start- 27 

dards up (9) 28 

13 Crack up in apex tolerated 
(5) 

14 Direction m which all play- 
ers contribute (5) 1 

15 Eugenia preparing wine to 2 
put before cider-maker 
(4-5) 

17 Faces woman, throwing pie 3 
with glancing blow (9) 

4 


In retirement, tense — 
avoided m aking earthen- 
ware (5) 

OT character, individual 
back at church (5) 

Cleric, one hying to influ- 
ence style? (3-6) 

Typical example of one in 
record book (7) 

Advertise promotion (5,2) 
Lean-to in Slough? (4) 
Things indispensible to 
cardinal before Sunday 
( 10 ) 

DOWN 

Down-stage mistake (5) 
How sailor responded, 
having released tension by 
psychoanalysis (9) 

Office of senior minister 
(4-10) 

Rabbit on road, an excel- 


lent specimen of its kind 
(7) . 

5 Lydia’s part in moving 
sheep over America (7) 

7 Dark place of retirement 
in France (5) 

8 Most plain in America is 
superlatively unpretentious' 
here (9) 

9 Jet monorail due to be de- 
veloped — the pair com- 
ing to grief? (5,3,6) 

14 Garish flat? (9) 

16 Many-faced figures heard 
about at college <9) 

18 Mark, prime suspect on 
ship (7) 

19 Honour England’s open- - 
ing pair — impressive! (7) 

22 Oil-producer’s order not 
recorded (5) 

24 Spore scattered in lines (5) 


Fastidious, fierce and 
groomed for the top 
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PARADED before the cameras 
and microphones at Lord’s yes- 
terday, Alec Stewart delivered 
the kind of performance we can 
expect to become typical dur- 
ing the months ahead. Self-as- 
sured without being cocky, 
positive without being unreal- 
istic, patriotic but not jingoistic, 
courteous but not fawning. 

As a matter of form, he 
paid generous a tribute to his 
predecessor, a good deal of 
which was bom of genuine ad- 
miration. There will not be 
much of Michael Atherton, 
however, in Alec Stewart. 

For a start, he will never be 
seen sprouting stubble, whether 
fashionable or not. Stewart’s 
grooming fa immaculate. He re- 
sembles, it has been said, an old- 
fashioned American golf pro. 

With his dose-cropped hair 
and bis upright stance, others 
liken him more to a marine, es- 
pecially when he thrusts out ins 
■chest and strides forth to fulfil 
his duty on the Geld, each in- 
nings approached as a military 
mission. He loves his country. 
So much so that, if he had his 
way, the England team would 
start every Test match by sign- 
ing the national anthem. 

He has been accused of be- 
ing superficial and has at times 
mocks himself for having a per- 
sonality that lacks depth. None 
the less, he plays and lives with 
an uncluttered philosophy. 

Put another way, he has 
made himself the consummate 
professional. Summer and win- 
ter, he trains every day, deter- 
mined at 35 years old to keep 
himself at his physical peak. He 


Immaculate image 
hides a hard edge. 
Jon Gulley on the 
new man in charge 


fastidiously minds what he eats 
and takes alcohol only occa- 
sionally. He also keeps videos of 
himself in order to analyse and 
correct technical flaws. 

What is more, he is fiercely 
competitive - too much so, it 
was said, in his younger days, in 
part, this was inherited from his 
father, Micky, the former Sur- 
rey captain whose hard-edged 
brand of management changed 
England's whole attitude to 
Test crickeL He credits his fa- 
ther with instilling the view in 
him that dedication and com- 
mitment are as important as 
ability and that self-belief is 
paramount. “He told me that if 
I did not back my ability, why 
should anyone else,” Stewart 
once said. “That is not arro- 
gance, just common sense.” 

When he won his first lest 
cap, Micky was in charge, which 
inevitably led to suggestions of 
nepotism. In fact, although Alec 
would teasingly call his father 
“manager*' at home, in a crick- 
et setting the two went out of 
their way not to acknowledge 
their relationship. Ian Greig, 
Alec’s predecessor as Surrey 
captain believed that far from en- 
hancing his Test career, parental 
involvement held it bade 

It was Australian grade crick- 
et that made a fighter of Stew- 
art From the age of 18 in 1981 


he went to Western Australia 
every English winter for seven 
years, playing for the Perth team 
Midland-Guildford. He kept 
wicket and because he would bat 
only once a week learned to 
make every innings count. 

He also learned how to at- 
tack an opponent verbally, 
which did not attract the uni- 
versal approval of his peers 
and most certainly not of his 
masters. In only his second 
Test, he became embroiled in a 
slanging match with Desmond 
Haynes and on his first tour was 
fined for dissent after over-re- 
acting to an umpire's decision. 

He was accused, like bis fa- 
ther to some extent, of having 
the mentality of a footballer, al- 
though given both their pasts 
this should come as no surprise. 
Micky played professionally for 
Charlton Athletic, while Alec 
turned out for Corinthian Ca- 
suals in the Isthmian League 
when be was 17 and for a long 
time was more interested in a 
career in the winter game. 

But having chosen cricket he 
has reached this point in his ca- 
reer with do doubts over his abil- 
ity or his temperament- The 
only unanswered question, curi- 
ously, cowsaris whether, as a cap- 
lain, he is a winner. If the shadow 
cast by his father bothers him at 
all it is because under Micky’s 
leadership in the 1950s, Surrey 
dominated the County Champi- 
onship, winning title after tide. 
During his own five-year tenure 
at The Oval, from 1991-96, only 
in the final year, in the Sunday 
League, did a team awash with 
talent come up with a trophy. 


Finally, you can expect 
superb sound 
wherever you are. 
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The Bose* AcousticWaui? music system, 
the only thing that’s limited is its availability 


ttlllli.-.r - - 

tv. ; 

the . r-. 



c 


>06“ 



Craht ardsaed remote control 
mikes it rusy m enj,n hi-fi sound. 
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Bose introduces an easier, more convenient way to. enjoy superb 
sound. Small and light, the Acoustic Wave* music fystera is a 
complete sound system. With two equalizers, three amplifiers, 
three speakers, an AM/FM stereo tuner, CD player and a credit 
card-sized remote control. Bose’s patented Acoustic Waveguide** 
speaker technology delivers big, rich, lifelike sound. There are 
no cables to connect. No dials to adjust. Just plug it in and 
start enjoying it. Not found in any shops, this system is available 
only direct from Bose. For a free information pack, simply call 
freephone or send/fax the coupon below. Or to tty it in your 
home for 14 days, satisfaction guaranteed, calh 
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